
\VqI DOLS-' ST. j0hI' N()T GROW?

advances in agriculture during the
past 40 Year-s, and \vlI there is still
g-reat raam for improveinent, the out-
look is hopeful. Yet it is ta bc feared
that St. John lias dci ived but little
benefit froin tiiese developemrents of
pur greatest industry. It is Statcd
that tlie butter and cheese -w-iÎclî is
made in the factories hchhave heen
estabi ished throughout the province,
instead of coming ta St. John for
export are sent ta) 'Mntreal anid
that in manv cases thie same
butter is sent frorn Montreal to St.
John for Cx;)ort during the winter.
This seems ta be a verv absurd and
unprofitable arrangement andi its effect
cannot fail ta be injurious ta our agri -
cultural interests.

We have now at St. -John, an
admirable systemn of deep wvater
wharves, with grain elevators, cattle
shieds and aIl the appliances for doing
a large export trade, yet it wvouId
seem as tlioughi ail] tlese facilities had
been created for the beniefit of shippers
outside of Newv Brunswick, and that
they are not hiaving any effeet on the
developernent of the province itself. Is
it flot time that wehad merchants in
St. John prepared ta deal in the
produce of the province, and ta ship
these articles whicli are made in New
Brunswick ta foreign mnarkets ? There
is no doubt if the farmers understood
that they could sel their stock and
produce in St. John for expiort, they
would engage rnuch more largely in
their business tlian they do at present.
They have flot yet been made to
understand that there are facilities at
St. John for the disposai of everything
they produce. In this connection St.
John should have and must have a
regular line of steamships running ta
'it ini the sumîner from Europe. With-

out this xve cannot hiope ta camipete
xwit1 thie farniers of the w-est, or to
induce our farmners ta engyage, more
lIýrgelv in the piroduction o)f hunian
food. \Ve believe that if aur farniers
were assured of an casN' access ta thie
mnarkets of Great l3ritain aIl the vear
round thev wvould (la much more in
the productions of agriculture than at
present. INlnnv fields tîtat are naw
lving 1xvaste would he cuiltivated., and
ther woiîld hc greater encouragement
for the fariner ta extenul his business.

There wvas a tinie when St. john
appeared likelv ta become an irnport-
ant mnanufacturing centre, but this~
hope bas flot been rcalized. Thirtv
years ago St. John hiad numecrous boot
and shoe factorics, which appeared ta
be prospering and which enîployed a
large nuruber of persans. Now we
believe tliat they have aIl disappearcd
It is not so many years since St. Jaliiî
had extensive car %vorks but these have
been remnoved ta Amherst which lias
become an imrportant manu facturi ng
town. St. John also lias had a sugar
refinery, glass warlis sewing machine
factory, rope walks and rnany other
industries whicli now no longer exist.
Fàrtunately it lias been able ta hold
on to its cotton milîs altliough thev
have been seriously threatened many,
times. Some other industries are still
flourishing in St. John but it would
seem that this city is not doing as
much in the manuifacturing line as it
ought ta, considering its facilities and
advantages. Why this is sa, should
be an abject of anxious inquiry ta al
who are interested it it,; welfare.

Perhiaps théeason for the slowness
of the growth of St. John may
be found in its system, of taxation,
which, we believe, is universally con-
demned. When %ve find St. John


