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the value of mlllmry training, which is
altogether aside from “the possibilitics of
war. We gain gomething, undoubtedly, by
the desultory and incomplete " military
tm,i'ning to which a smail portion of our
populatlon is subj.ct. How much more we
should gain if this was made thoxough,
gystematic aad as nearly as possible uni-
versal. With modern machinery we pro-
duce 60 much more than we can consumc
that some outlet must be found for the sur-
plus cacrgies of a nation Abroad this is
absorb:d in military service greatly to the
inercas: of national vigor. We are enter-
ing upon a unew poriod of our history, and
we shall {ind ourselves conironted ere long
with difficultics which, with optimistic
faith, we have assumed to be the product
of conditions foreign to us. The instruc-
tioa of our youth and young men in milit-
ary exercisos, aad in the military ideas of
subordination to duty and authority, is in
the lin: of preparation for defence, not only
against forcigu fo.s but against the ele-
ments of disorder with which we must al-
ways coutend at homo.—U.S.
Navy Journal.

Army and

CORRESPONDENCES.

To ‘the Editor Canadian Military Gazette,

Bir,~I would like to mak: a few suggoes-
tions in refer nee to the more efficient arm-
ing of our volunteers, cspecially the city
battalions of Infantry.

In the first place, cquip each battalion
with a morc modern rifle than the “Sni-
der,” the rank and file to carry the Wal-
lace spad. or cutrenching foul, and to wear
the “valise” cquipment. as used in the Im-
perial Serviee. And lastly, cach battalion
to have a Maxim machin: gun, signal corps,
and eyclist corps in conn-ction with it.

Ii trouble aros: the brunt of the fighting
would fall on th: Perman:nt Corps and city
battalioms, who, if they were equipped as
Above, would make a decidedly better
showing than at pres.ut.

Hopiug that I have not taken up  too
much spae. in your valuable little paper,

[ am yours respectfuily,
"DILEAS-GU-BRATIL.”
Toromnto, Feb. 21, 189¢.

To the Editor Canadian Military Gazotts.
Dear Sir,—Th: last work of Major-Gen-
eral Middl ton's which you reprint in your
pap:r contains som: errors. As commant-
ing officer of the 9th Battalion it is
my duty 10 e+ that the history of that
corps is correctly given, and 1 therefore
b:g you to permit m» to rectify
statemowts respecting it.

In ‘the enumeration of the troops under
the command of Major-General Strangze ot
Calgary, Edmonton, and vicinity, Sir Fred-
erick says @ “9th Battalion, (Fr-neh-Cana-
diaa rais:d for th- occasion) Lt.-Col. Amyot
M.P.”

certaiin

Now, the 9th, which left Quebee for the -

North-West on the 2nd April 1885 aftor
only two days’ notice, was embodied by a
Genoral Order dated 7uh March, 1862, and
it has never, since then, ccased to be effec-
tive. Its first commanding offic 'r was Lt.-
Col. Charles de Salab rry, who was suceeed-
ed by Lt.-Col. D. C. Thowson, Lt.-Col. Pay-
et, Lt.-Col. J. B. Amyot, Lt.-Col. G. Amyot,

M.P., and by Lt.-Col. Roy (inysclf) now in
command, whose first commission as en-
sign in th» battalion is dated November,
18G5. an! who has never ceased to belong,
to it.

The battalion at various times sent com-
panies to the frontier during the American
civil war and the Fenian raids. I was en-
sign in No. 7 Company stationed at Niag-
ara from Novembor 1863 to the end of April
1866 ; its cifvetive strength was 68 offi-
cors and men, and it was commanded by
Capt. D. Gagaier. The battalion was also
called out at various times in aid of the
civil power during the riots at Quebec and
elsewhere.

The motto of th: regiment is that of the
De Salab.rry family, to which its first com-
waading officer b-longed: “Foree a superbe,
mercy & foible;” its esculchen is a St.
Louis cross surmounted by the Imperial
crown, having at cach of its angles fleurs
de Iys,and in the contre the battalion num-
eral 9" emeircled by the regimental desig-
nation “Voltigeurs de Quobee” on a seroll
at {oot, the regimental motto.

Hoping you will oblige me by publishing
the above in your noxt issue,

I r.main yours truly,

THOS. ROY, Lt. Col,,

Comdg. Yth Battalion, V.Q.
Qu-b ¢, Feb. 17th, 1894.

To the Editor Cauvadian Military Gazetts.

Dear Sir,—In & rocent number of your
pap>r I saw a paragraph io the cffect
that the Council of th: National Rifle As-
sociation have decided to admit veteran
vojunteers to all competitions at Bisley,
on cqual terms with efficient volunteers.
According to this article they will be able
to compete Tor all volunteer prizes, barring
only ihe Quren’s Prize of £250 and  the
gold medal and badge,

The only qualifications cssential for vet-
eraas are (a) a service of twenty years as
efficient volunteers, (b)) & minimum age of
forty-five, (¢) and subscrib:rs to or honory
membearship in some volunteer regiment.

Ia view of the recent appreciation of
the services of volunteers by the Imperial

Goverament in granting the long eervice
decoration, and later, by the Council of the
National Rifle As-ociation in throwing
opea ite compotitions to veterans on even
terms with cificient volunteers. 1 think
wow would be the proper time for our Do-
miaion Rifle Association to consider thg
advisabilily of doing the same, witk a few
alterations in th: conditions to meet the
requirements of the case.

I would venture to suzgest a  brief out-
line of the proposcd measure as follows:

All matches, cxcepting the Governor-Gen-
eral’s and Bisl.y matches, to be open to all
retired voluntcers who, (1) have served (7)
seveqn years continuously in the forces, and
have a proper discharge from the Com=
manding Officer ; (b) subserib: $3.00 per
annum to the funds of the Dominton Rifle
Asszcciation, in addition to the ordinary
aliiliation fee, .

It will b2 rcadily seen that such a mea-
sur2 as I propos: would have the effect
of throwins op:n th» Dominion of Canada,
Minister of Militia and MacDougall match:s
to members of the Association who have
u ecven years' honorable discharge from the

forces. That there would e a considerable
revenue from such o proceedure I have no
doubt, “for there would b2 many ex-volun-
teers who would gladly keep up their rifle
shooting, if, indeed, there was any encour-
agement for them to do 6o after lenviné.
the force, and their individual snubscription
tion of $3.00 per annum would roll up into
a considerable amount. At a low estimate
I think fifty ex-mombors of the forces would
come back to the fold in the firet year.
Let the Council consider this matter, and
give it om2 year’s fair trial; there is nos
more intelligent or devoted body of work~
erg than our D.R.A. Council anywhere, and
this question once put before them in o pro-
per light cannot fail to cnlist their syme
pathics, as I am sure it will thoss of all
true lovore of the noble art of rifle shoote
ing. '
MARK: IV.

Sir Fred. Middleton’s Suppression
of Rebellion in the North-West

Territories of Canada, 1885.
Continued.

My article in last month’ magazine con-
cluded with the capture of Batoche, the
rebel headquarters, on the 12th of May,
1885. Needless to say, I was well sa.
ticfied with the result of the day®s fight-
ing, which proved the correctness of my
original opinion that these great hunters,
like the Boers in South Africa, are only
rormidable when you play their game,
* bush-fighting,” to which they are ac-
customed, but they cannot stand a de-
termined charge. This fact bad been
practically brought home to my men, and
fromm that momeut I felt that the dash
requisite to fully utilize their pluck and
coolness under fire would not be want-
ing. I could not, however, help regret-
ting that I had deprived Lord Melgund
of having the share in our final &uccess
which his previous good service with the
forece most justly entitled him to. Our
casunlties for that day amounted to five
killed, of whkom four were officers, viz.,
Captain Freneh, Captain Browne, of Bonl
ton’s Scouts. Licutenant 1Mitch, 10th Gren-
adiers, and Licut. Kippen, of the Land
Surveyor’s Scouts, who had all died ga)-
Inatly doing their duty, and whose loss
was deeply deplored—and twenty-five
wounded, including two officers, Major
Dawson, 10th Grenadiers, who had ably
assisted his chief during the day, and
Licutenant Laidlaw, Midlanders,  This
made our total li:t of casutlties for the
four daye at Batoche up to eight killed,
of whom four were officers, and forty-
six wounded,
officers.

of whom four also were

We found twenty-three dead rehels in
vicinity of houscs and cemetery, and five
wounded.  We afterwards received from
one of the Roman Catholic priests a re-
port oi the rebel loss during the four days’
fizhting, which amounted to fifty-one
killed and 173 wounded, of which forty-
seven were killed and 163 wounded on
the last day, the 12th of May.

We found a large camp of women and
children, natives and halfbreeds, under a
¢liff on the river eide, who had been Joft
behind by their lords and masters, and



