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EPISCOPAL APPROBATION.

VAV

kIf the English Speaking Catholics of Montreal and of this
Province consulted their bes? interests,they would soon make
of the TRUE WITNESS one of the most prosperous and power-

ful Cathollc papers in this countrv.

encourags this excellent work.

1 hoartily biess those who

t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.
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Notes of the Week,

VAGARIES OF LAW. — Almmost
daily we resud of men who actually
comwmit the sin of taking that which
does not belong to them and who, by
means of the law,—whether by fail-

ure or otherwise—escape the penalty

which is richly deserved. Ofiten they

are  considered  Csmart.” Ccelever,”
<able business men— bt no one
dreams of calling them dishonest, 'Vhe
Jareser  the amount  involved the
greuter the eredit they recvive on one
side and the less likelihood of  any
manishiment. 15 all things swere equal

one might not remark this  pecaliar
plhase of the question so wuch,  bat
when we tind men sent to prison for
aoNaeur or to penitentiary jor two
and three years for appropriating a
Pair of boots, or a dollar’s worth of
the anommaly breonres sirik-

SO0,

old iron,
ing.

day we had the case of
and

‘The olher
a man and wife sent 10 prison

their children left  to  ramble  the
streets without shelter, simply be-
cause the wife could not pay  S100
danages for slander. They abandonad
their property to satisfy  the  jude-
ent, but as their effects were  ox-
empt. from seizure by the liow.  the
Inw would not take them. but pre-
ferred to imprison the parties.  The

same law aflfords them the consola-
tion that after they reached seventy
rears of are they may claim  their
liberty. This is certainly amuzing.
1o sa¥ the least, in the light of our
approaching twentieth century civil-
izution. Do we need sone new Dick-
ens to pen a second ‘clittle  Dor-
Titt?"’ However, such. is the Taw and
while that law remains unamended,
it must be respected and obeyved: but
it is surely time that some legislator
wvould seize Lhe opportunitv of mak-
ing a nome for himself by wmoving
the repeal of such an enactinent, or.
at lenst, the mmendment of the law
so as Lo take it within the range of
the reasomable and just,

TROUBLES IN CHINA.—Scarcely
do we find the interest in the South
Alfrican war on the decline than the
Chinese and their Boxers sprine a
scries of sensations upon the world.
Our object. at this moment, is not
exactly to enter into any detaijls of
ihe regular political and internation-
al ‘“Chinese puzzle” that presents it-
sclf for solution, rather do we wish
to draw attention to the fact that
the enemies of the Catholic Church
find ever amd always some excuse for
making harsh and unjustifiable at-
tacks upon her clergy -and mission-
aries. According to a Toronto organ
a prominent member of the Preshyte-
rian Board has made Lhe assertion
that, ““in his opinion,” the attitude
of the Roman Catholies had much to
do wilh the conduct of the Boxers.
“‘Ever since  the treaty between
Fronce and China,’* said this mission-
ary, - “in  which it was stipulated

" that the.priests of the Roman Catho-
hc Church should hold the same rank
aS @ viceroy or g governor oOr @ mapg-

“igtrate,

- mntives to’ embrace Catholitiam. The
- :prxests have even gone so Jar as to
“ase “their civil power in
criminals and evil-doers who would
pronuse to join the Church providing
'ghey were acquiu.ed The, pumish-

5.

frianity. it

the Chureh has bheen using

""this power as an inducement to ihe ‘has Dbeen a considerabls and

delending’

‘sent was approximately £3,000, and

raent for the dlagrant abuase  of this
authority wvested in them 1 Lelieve
the Catholics are now receiving  in

the fary with which thie Boxers have

turnemd npon thon.”
Nee how neatly situation  is
in  this,
when the paw-
with  Chris-
is and has been the Cath-
received the fury  of the
Why Catholie

missjioparics were murdered in China

the
The truth is that
a8 I every other ecase,

turned.

anism ol China elashaal
alies that

tempest, S0 Because

Protestantisin dare set
foor within the walls of the Celestial
Fmpire: and because,
the Catholic Church has been  found
in the danger  cer res,  putside  of
which Protesteitisg was careful 1o
Keep itseli. Were jt the ['rotestans
that now hent under the fury of the

before ever

in every  case,

Boxers, our Presbhyvterian friend wouldd
not  fail  to draw credit to himself
amd his Church from the fact, and
would be loud in his claims for ree-
ognition as a co-rvligionist  of  the
martyrs. But the cas being  other-

wise he considers it a clever item to

deprive Lhe Catholic Church  of  her
merits by assigning false causes  for
the antagonism  she  meets with

awmongst the most, fuanuticul of pagun
sccts.
However, the Chureh is not
much disturbed by the Ilev.  gentle-
man’s ‘‘apinion'” ; she has hal  the
opinions  of wmuch wmore jtportant
men turned against her. and  they

proved to be like arrows shol at the

very

sun—about equally as effective, and
not more so.
JUNILEE CELEBRATION., — The

Rev. Mother Superior of the Convent
of Ste. Aunne, Lachine, has issued in-
vitations to all the former pupils.
requesting them to take part in the
‘“jubilee’’ festivities that will take
place on the 24th, 26th and 28th of
July nexi. The programme is as fol-
lows (—

1st. Tuesday — Pontifical
celebrated by His Lordship Bishop
Harkins. of Providence. The sermon
to Le preached by His Grace. Mgr.
Bruchesi, Archbishop of Montreal.

2nl. Thursday — Pontifical blass,
cclebrated by Mgr. Bruchesi. and ser-
mon by Mgr. Emard, Bishop of Val-
leyficld.

A grand dinner to be given to the
former pupils—a memorial of 1850-
1900. In the evening an entertain-
ment.

8rd. Saturday — Mass for the dead
—members of the institution and its
benefactors—to be sung by Rev. N.
Piche, parish priest of Lachine, and
honorary canon of the Montreul
Cathedral.

Mass,

COST OF POPULARIIY. —~A on-
eral election is a costly business, re-
marks an Englich exchange, not owlv
to the losing side, but to the candi-
dates. The expenses of the iast gon-
eral c¢lection, that in 1893, were, in
England and Wales, £796,588 s
51d; in Scotland, £111,761 2s 2%l;
and in Ireland, £50,182 108 5i4d; o
grand total of £058,531 185 1i4d. In
Ingland and Wales the average cost
of each vote was 45 2d, in Scotland
48 8d, and in Ireland 2s 8%d. Therc
cum-'
mendable reduction in the total br'

,electnon expenges during the past few-

years, 'as ‘a result mainly ‘of im-
provemenis in ihe Jaw. In 1874 and:
1880 the cost of an English county

| priests of his a.rchmocpse are cordml-

of a borough seo.t about £800 ,
1892 tho averages were red.uced to
£1,091 and £582 respectively. '

STORM IN IRELAND.— A terrible
thunderstorm, the like of ‘which has
nover been before experienced, viasited
S, W. Ireland recenlly, lasiing two
hours. At Waterville, County Kerry.
three wonien and one man were in-
stantancously killed by lightning.
The Trotestant church was struck
and badly damaged, the belfry being
completely smunshed. l.oss of life in
ithe outlving districts is also report-
ed.

PPERSONAL. MENTION. — BRev.
¥lizs . Younan, C.8.P.. who recent-
Iy preached a mission Lo non-Catho-
Yics at St. Patrick's, has been ap-
pointed by Very Rev. Superior-Gener-
al Deslhion, (.8.7,, as director of the
Paulists' new Tennessee House of St.

Francis de Sales.
L ]

CRIMINAL STATISTICS issued this
says 0 L.ondon  corres-
pondent of . New York newspaper.
“prima facie.”” a sutisfactory dimi-
nution of crime during the last thir-
ty Neurs. Sonwe deductions from the
figures are remarkuble. Crime in gen-
eral is most prevalent in the great
seaport towns. particularly crimes of
violence. On the other hand. crimes
against properiy prevail most in ur-
ban districts. where, of course, there
are ore property and more people.
Crimes against morals prevail  most
in the rural districts, though noi ne-
because rural dislricts are
immoral. Crimes of  vio-
Ience show tendeney to increase
the southern counties. Italy shows
i, and France opposite
tendeney. Deunkenness pre-
valent in the northern counties,
the mining districts in IEngland amnl
Heotland, In France drunkenness
Ieast evident in the vine-growing de-
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MG FEMARD™S ANNIVERSARY .—
Op the tenth of June instant,  [is
lord=hip. Mgr. Fmard. the gifted and
saintly Bishop  of Vallerfield,  was
the object of a touching demonstra-
tion on the oceasion of the eighth

anniversay of his episcopal consecra-
tion. Fifty<live Llind immates of the
Nunzareth Institute of Montreal, un-
e the direction of Rev. 1'. T.abelle,
gave u sacred concert in the Cathe-
dral of Valleyfield. A large concourse
of priesis and layvmen from  abroad
joined witlh the parishioners in do-
ing llonor to the worthy Bishop. Not
only was the grand concert, which
was a most remarkable success al-
tended by friends and co-religionists,
but even o large nunber of the non-
‘utholic community took advuntage
of the occasion to show their csteem
and veneration for the good Bishop
of Vallexfield, On I'riday oand Satue-
doy there were many who attended
the splendid dramatic entertainments
given in the comvent and college.
Mgr. Fmard was deeply touched by
the evidences of affectionate remem-
brance.

A JIOT SUMMER. AblLe Ma-
reux, the  astronowmer, ol Paris,
France. has discovered and sketched
through the big telescope in the op-
tic palace of the exposition a remark-
uble spol on the sun, forming a part
of an extensive group and having a
diameter of nearly forty Kilometres.
This' spot, he says, will remain for
seven dadvs wnd become visible to the
naked eye. Hc predicts fhe appear-
ance of other spots in July, August
and September, inferring that the
heat during' those months will be
very great.

GERMAN CATHOLICS. — The Ger-
man pilgrimage to Palestinc to lay
the foundation-stone of the Dormit-
ton, the splendid donation of the
Empéror to the Catholics, says a cor-
respondent of the “‘Catholic Times,”’
will unite a great many Catholics
from all parts of the Empire. The
Catholicsworkingmen's societies of the
German Hmpire have 186,000 mem-
bers; the Protestant workingmen's
socleties have 40,000 members. Au
the late elections for the Reichstag
the Socialists had an increas2 of 440,-
000. The Catholic party of the
Reichstag is a truly popular party re-
cruiting itself from the ranks of prin-
cess as well as of the workingmen
and farmers. Most of the Doputics of
the BSocialist party arc journalists,
not workingmen. According to Leo
X111., social reform is most advanced
in the German Empire. During the
audience given to the German pil-
grims Teo XIII., called them the
Catholie pafly of the Getman Reich-
stag.

- ———— ]

THEARCHBISHOP'S FEAST. -

On Saturday, 30th June, is the
palronal feast of Flis Grace, Mer.
Taul Bruchesi, Arclibishop of Mont-
real. For good and sufficlent reasons
the feast 'will' ‘bo anticipated this.
year, and the celebration’ will take,
plnce' on Thursday, the 2‘%!1 June.

On: tlmttoccas:on His Grace will cele-

brate a Low. Mass jn the Cathcdml
at 8 o'clock in the morning Al the

4
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*t-helr “own )selection.
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be given in the archiepiscopal palace
at midday. when an address will Dbe
read to His Grace by the clergy of
the diocese. For more than one rea-
son do we wish to join, on that oc-
casion. in the chorus of congratula-
tions that shall arisc op all sldes
Apart from the duoty as Ca.thohcs to
guther around the first pastor upon
the celebration of any great event in
his life, we, as Irish Catholics, have
special cause to give expression to
our gratitude and love, and to de-
mmonstrate to EHis Grace how
we appreciate all he has done for
the Irish people. Immediately after
his consecration, When duty: called
him to Rome, he passed through Ire-
land and made a special pilgrimage
to the grave of O'Connell; on the
first St. Patrick’s Day celebration, as
archbishop, His Grace delivered the
sermon of the day, in a manner cal-
culated to touch every Irish heart,
and to awaken feelings of pride in
the dormant traditions:of the Old
land. In fuct, one has but to glance
over the public carcer of Ilis Grace
ever since he ascended the archiepis-
copal throne, to note the favoer in
which he has lheld our people, the
numberless services which he has ren-
dered them, the hours consecrated to
their advancemient and prosperity.
Every movement, great or small,
that was calculated to improve the
condition or raise the status of the
Irish Catholics of Montreal, has had
his sanction and often times Lis ac-
tive co-operation. Individually no
Irish Catholic ever approached Mgr.,
Bruchesi to ask a favor without go-
ing home fully satisficd. The burdens
of oflice, the constant multipliention
of duties that taxX the energies to
their extreme point of resistance,
hive never sufliced to so overwhelm
His Grace to cause him, for a mo-
ment, to forget, or to neglect uny
section, howsoever small, of his vast
flock.

In thus uniting our feeble
with those of thousands in
Myr. Bruchesi many happy returns of
the dayv. we feel confident that we
are the faithful exponent of the sen-
timents of every one of our people.
We pray that his years may be many
in the land, that Gog ma) grant
him. for the good of the world and
the glory of our holy religion, &
long career in the battle of life; and
we trust that on cach recurrence of
this special feast he mayhave renewed
strength and heallh to continue the
prand wori he hes commenced, 1o
complete those that he desires to fin-
ish, and to give to the Church in
Canada the benefits of his transcend-
ent talents and noble qualities of
leart and soul.

voice
wishing
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“PUBLICK OCCURRENCES.

Such is the peculiar title of un ar-
ticle in the “Saturday Bvening Post,’’
whith seems to us as queer as is the

spelling of the word public with
a K. The writer huas evi-
dently ' desired to casl soue
light wupon the <complications of
American polities, the intrivacies of
party tickets, conventions, nonmina-

tions, selections of cities in which Lo
hold conventions, and all such mat-
ters. We confess that afier reading
the article carefully a couple of times
we found that we Lnew less about
practical American politics than when
we began iis perusal. In fact, we do
not pretend to ever master the de-
tails of an election campaign in the
land of Uncle Sam. The principal ob-
ject e have in referring to this
lengthy contribution i{s to quote a
few of the opening sentences and to
express what thoughts they at once
suggested to our mind,

It is thus the writer of the un-
signed article in question begins :—

“It is easier to run for President of
the United States than for alderman
or coroner. This is one of the pecu-
liar facts of American politics. The
Constitution throws the contest wide
open to everybody who aspires to the
chief magistracy. From the first day
the boy enters the public school he
is led to know that he may become
President of the United States. Dx-
amples are before him. Those who
slept upen the ground in the primi-
tive log cabins, who rode the un-
congenial mule along . the tow-path,
who hewed tleir wway to fortune
through the unfemiliar -wilderness,
reaclied the proudest position in all
the wotld. These instances are regu-
larly cited in the lessons and recita~
tions, and thus fach generation is
brought up to believe.”

This -is under a flaming sub-head-
ing: “Running for the Highest Office
on Barth.””-

Here are three distinct expressions
of thought with which we take {s-
sue. In the first plate, tho position
of President- of the Umted States is

not the highest office on earth. If tho
United States constitated-the: whole.

carth there might be some sense in
the bombastic -expression; _but, even
i.hen 1L would not be true :The Prc-
sident “of the United States is the
riler of ,some, sevenby ‘millions-ot" peor
ple, and hé' is' their ruler in vlrtue or

"""ted to auend. A dinner " will

dcep]y'

one ot .the proudeet positlons 8 m"&.n

could hold but it ia not the highest.-

office in - the ‘world. The Pope governs
lwo hundred and filty millions," and-
by viftue ‘of his office ~ has
béen selected by God to so
rule. His is the very ‘highest’"
office; it is above all temporal rul-
ers—emperor, king, president, they
all are mere administrators of tem-

poral affuirs and in a temporary
manner. He, on the other hand, is
an administrator and expounder of

spiritual affairs, and after a divine
system Lhat is perpetual.

In the next plece, we have the as-
scertion thut every man, or any man,
no matter how humble his lot may
aspire to the oflice of President. This
is not the case. For example, a Cath-
olic cannot ever expect to be chosen
as candidate, much less be returned
for the position. And even +were he
elected, it is an unwritten law of
the Republic that no Catholic can be
I’resident.

Strange and contradictory as this
may scem it is nevertheless a truth

that the “Land of freedom,”” - the
Home of ‘Equality,’” the great Li-
berty lmparting Republic, will not
tolerate, “even for o moment, the

idea of a Cutholic occupying the po-
sition of Chief Ruler of the country.
‘The constitution proclaims equal
rights to all good citizens, and de-
bars soute of the very best citizens
from &ny chance of enjoying one of
the rights declared common to all
men born in the country.

Our writer says :—"¥rom the first
day the boy enters the public school
he is led to know that he may be-
come President of the United States.””
This may be the case in the public
schools throughout the Republie, but
there is no mention of what the boy
is taught, as the goal of his ambi-
tion. in the Caitholic separate schools.
Deeidediy  the teachers in these
schools do not infuse into children
any such ideas: firstly, because they
would be false, and secondly, because
they have other and more natural
ambitions to stir up in the young
minds. The author of the article
above quoted could not have done the
free institutions and vaunted liberty
of the Republic u worse service than
by translating into Fnglish and pen-
ning for the press ideas and expres-
sions of such o cluss as the above.

e — ]
THE SECRET Of 1THE CON-
FESSIONAL

Not a little nois¢ has been created
during the past, couple of weeks LY
the St. lambert case of sacrilege.
To understand Dbetter the situation
we will repeat, viery briefly, the gen-
eral facts, The Church at St.  Lam-
bert was broken into, the tabernacle
smashed open, the sacred vessels and
the consccrated Hosts were carried
off. 'Fhe next day a young man call-
ed at the priest's house, and stated
that he wished to go to confession.
The priest being absent, the young
man left, but returned in the evening
and found the priest al home. 'The
man went to the confessional, and
comnenced with the ordinary forms
observed on such occasions. Scearcely
had he proceeded beyond the preli-
minaries than he changed front en-
tirely, and stated that he knew the
person who did the robbery in the
churcli, and if the priest would give
him $500 he would reveal the name.
The priest told him to wait there
while he went for the money. On co-
ing upstairs the priest sounded the
alarm, called for help, and had the
supposed penitent arrested.

The question which then arose, and
which was discussed in the daily
press was this 1 Did the priest viol-
ate the confessional secret? The mat-
ter has been pretty well threshed out
in the papers, and the cure of Si.
Lambert gave a sound explanation
from his pulpit last Sunday; but the
case has still been left undecided. Xt
is true that the vast majority is in
harmony with the priest, but the
why is not entirely explained by any
report we have read.

It was not a violation of the secal
of confession. In order that a con-
fessional sceret should exist, there
must be a sacraoment administered. In
this case not only <was therc no sa-
crament, but even there was no con-
fession. The essentials of ihe sacra-
ment are confession, absolution (or
reteniion) and penance. We nced not
speak of coptrition, amendment, and
restoration; these aflect the soul and.
conscience of the one confessing. But
that o sacrsment may exist the peni-
ient wmust ‘‘confess his sin,” the
priest must either loosen or bind—
give absolution or rotain the sin by
withholding ihe absolution, and the
penitent must perform the prescribcd
penance. In this instance there was

no confession. The: young man did not |

stale that he had stolen tho sa.cred
vesscls he spol.e of a, thxrd party
whom he knew to be the cnmlnn.l
and whom he would denounce for &
glven ' sum ol' mongy. Whether he
made thls stntement 1nsit‘le or out-

sidc the confessional® it ma.tterﬂf]
tlc, he vas confessing no pers n
sin, . rather . was. he :

person; and saclt-:ing\

LThete bemp;-

‘there being no secret, no

‘thereof. This seems to ug ver

no obligo.tion to presery

L ——

e the Secret.
COhfesSmn
Violatioy

Y sim
We have no need to refer to thmxg:

cal ‘authorities; ; common sense t,
the exact story, and explains the
However, had the Young muy g
to the priest that he was the
the priest could not reveal 1}
because there was confession.

fore a sacrament was being ug
tered. Bul supposc the man by
the priest that he was ROing 10 &)

him deed unless he hand over ‘-Doot
there would not only by no sy

of a 8in, there could be no

lls ug
Case,
tated
culprig,
e faer,
there.
tinjs.
d tolg

Ta-
ment, but an abuse of the Confessigy
al  would axist. Consequentiy, the

priest in this case acted ise|
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MARRIAGE LAWS OF QU r e

Iv,

“Can a Roman Catholic and g pro.
testant be legally marrjego is
question that the “Herald" leCently
set down in a display heading, ey
treating of the committes appninted
by the recent Methodist Chureh ¢y,
ference to enquire into the questign
of the murriage laws of he Provige
of Quebec. To bettor unders:
reason for the present rofere
this subjcct, we quote Lhe
above wentioned :—

and tip
nre e

Article

*The committee uppointed by 1he
AMethodist Church at it recent  ggp.
ference was instructed 1o elighre .
to the whole question; ty thetormins
the riglits of Vrotestunts i regiard tp
marriage laws and the power of tha
Roman Catholic hicrarcLy to
vene in aciions pending
civil courts concerning e
marringe.

mters
the
validiry of
The conuuittee appointed
to conduct this enquiry and 1o, Fes
port upon it at next year's ronfers
vuce were Mro A, K. Oughuracd, j
d... A, R.C. Smith, Q.. aui Ins,
Drs. shaw, Jackson and Williqn.,

bedoipre

It thus concludes (—

“The tasts which the commnnrn. uf
the Methodist Cunferciice has  buiore
it is not an easy one. and it~ e prort
will undoubtedly be looked
to wWith o vust amount
There is no guestion that  sirthi. o
keenly the howme and sovial L of je

for ard

ol terest,
community as marriage.”

In this article several opinions
legal gentlemen of ligh standinge

of

are

recited, judgments of Judges -
neau and Jette are uoted, but no at-
tampt at a solution of the problem
is mwade. 1t does nut require gy

lengthy argument, nor yet amy great
amount of explanation o plave the
question of the marriege laws clearly
before the reader. In order 1o under-
stand the situation thoroughly it is
neeessary to keep before the mind the
all-important  distinction  between
marriage as recognized Ly the Cath-
olic Church and marriage as  under-
stood by non-Catholics,

In the Catholic Church marriace i3
A sacrament; just as is Bapiism, or
Penance, or IHoly Orders. A< o sa-
crament it must pe administered by
o contpetent authority, otherwise it
is null and void. A person wicke
kneel before another, be he clorgy-
man or layman, and confess his sins,
onc thousand times, and  with the
greatest of good faith in the world,
still, if the one hearing the confes
sion be not an authorized priest, no
absolution can be given and. conse
quently, neo sucrament ciln tuke place.
1t is the same for marringe, unless
the minister be competent to  pers
form the ceremonials and to give
them effcet, there can be no  sacra-
ment—therefore, no marriage.

On the other hand, amongst the
non-Catholic communities or religious
brodics, the marrioge of two persons
is a civil contract. There is not eved
a pretense that it is sacramental, or
that the blessing of God and His
Church are essentianls. There is 1o
idca. of sacramental grace. Conse
quently the Protestant marriage i8 8
contract; according to civil law con
tracts may be cancelled or broken.
Thus it is that wwhile the Catholic
cannol recognize divorce, the Iro-
testant can; with ihe former war-
riage is a religlous bond governed bY
the law of God, with the Iatter it is
n civil bond governed by the law of
the state. With {his distinction the
solition is very simple.

| er—reeeccm————

MUST MAKE WILLS.

The German Framers' Union of New

York has made a new rule to the e ‘
fect that every member to be in good

standing, must make his will, and

that a committee has been app
by the union to take charge of

documents. The rule, it is said, T:
e

or §

been estubhshed in order that
union ma,y Lnow ‘ihe beneficiary
beneﬂcla.rles of‘ the death pensfit of
ea.ch member and also the standing
of members as. to worldly pOosses*
SIOnSu'a .\h L0l
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