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TRUTH BY MISTAKE. labip. This young lady had been the daughter of an Irish 3

1 romantic adveature of Cuplain O’ Neil. -
BY. L. A. WILMER.

* Which is the proper man,
And which the spirit? Who deuphoruhcm f
Coxmzpy or Esinores.

If the trite and malicions remurk, that <*it requires a
wish child to know his own futhbr,’’ may be constroed as
,m,ﬂymgammt of wisdom in those who cannet bnn«!
1haf species of knowledge, we fear our hero (like most of
ihe‘hirocs and demi-gody of antiquity,) will not be held as
an imtellectual prodigy by the jndu.mus pubiic. ~ A cloud,
as dark as the grave, huug oser the story of his birth, and’
bz only authentic record wh:ch Lore any relation to that
interesting event, was a line or two in the parish register,
suting that * a male infunt child, having the name of
Shadeach O'Neil pmned to hia cap, had on such a day, at '

ivé o'clock -in the morning, boen picked up st the garo
of » public square, in the town of Drogh-~da.

Not h-wmg nny materials to fill up th: chasm, we are
obliged to leap over the epace of twenty-five years, and
we now .diseover’ Mr. Bhadrach O'Neil, a good-looking
voang exile of Enn justarrived inthe land of freedom and
p&ny-cake-. anﬂ “indulging freely in those dreums of
woakth and advancement which it is the happinens of many
s( bis countrymen to realize. But every man must have
2 beginning, and Mr. Shady O'Neil’a, by some short-
sghted porsons, would be thought rather uapromising.

""" He had ** shipped,”* as b2 termed it, on board of ohs of
those vesselx which traverse the majestic Chesspeake, for
tha purpose of truosporting oyaters and other maring de-
bicscies to the Juxurious tables of Baltimore and. Philadel-
phi. The crew of one of these * fairy (rigates,'” gene-

_nlly consists of threa persons. viz : the cuptain, mate and

3 vig; ‘thie reader who has a common share of sa-
mwwwa that this kind of sea-service, if weonay

,fb.ﬁ it, hilks greadinducements to the advesturer. In
the navy na-indivilunl, if he rises at all, must rise by
rerg slow gradativns ; and even in roercantilo vessels of
the larger cluss, there are a great many steps to prefer-
meat, so that there i1 a very consderablo distunce between
the masl head or the cabuose, and the quarter deck; but in
those vessels engaged in the oyster trudy, thore is often a
Rpidity. of promotivn which cauuot fuil v satisfy the moss
mordinate ambition.  We have heard of sevoral inswances
whgrein young mon of moro than usual cleverncss lmve
beea elevaled to the rank of captain ou their third or fourth
vyago. This was the case with Shadrech Q' Nuil,

W nlo.,

comuenciog iv the huwmble capucity of cook, became a

©mmander, and as our informant suys, a very able oae,
whea hiy bark - (the ** Gullinippor,”’) on her homeward-
boand pessage, had thrice haited the wiple capitation of
..M Poml ; a peomontory which, like another Cerberus,
“{"iﬁi the entrunce of our river.
* I she enjoymont of this honorable distinction we must
e Shadrach O’NeH for a time, while we introduce
wvernl oiher characlers who are-to figure in this scrap of
kitory.. Apn wheelwright forms his spokes, fellers, and
'\lh'wpgmxe)y, ero ho unites them in u complete article,
“®ihe saveral portioys of our narrative, though scemingly
| 'lpmled at first, shall be clappul together hereafler, and
; hnn&l onwAry, a3 W houpe to the entire satisfection. of
e reader. .
fil‘, Thomas Passmore was a merchant of respecubxhly,
'h‘ 8, hn kcpt & comniission . store, und had tolerable

dii & the bank of Maryland, {before the great tragedy.) |

IMOEA WaS B VerY old g;:m eman, a wulower, and
) .. To rclmve ahe aolnude of bis mausxon, bo hnd

A

1 sentleman, named M’Allister, who married the sister of
Mr. Passmoro, and, dying, left this only child and some 15
or- 20 tbousund dollars for her use, in the charge of her
maternal uncle aforesaid. Mr. M’ Allister (before his death,

of course,) had catered into a. contract with a friend and

which contruct was a matrimonial ultiance beiween. the son
and.daughter of .the contracting parties: Well, thus stood
matters at the time of Mr. M’Allister’s death, dnd thus mat-
ters stood at the date of the transactions we are about to
recite. _ , e
Miss Namcy M Allister (for her name was Nancy—not
a very romautic name, it is true ; but that was the fault of
her sponsors in haptism,) ‘Miss, Nancy M’Ailister was not
remarkably pretty, though far from ugly. She was passa-
bly intellizent, exceedingly volatile, and, if we may sub-
scribe to whut coynsellor Phillips says respectiog the Irish
females, instinctively virtuous. But Miss Nancy, very
maturally, had conceived a dislike for the person whose
fate was lo be united with ber own ; for which dislike she
had sométhing more of justification thau the mere fact of
being compelled to marry hum. Old Mr. O’Neil, the fa-
ther of Nancy’s betrothed, had resided in Boston for some
cight or ten years, and his son bad grown up to inanhood
during that period. Miss Nancy had pot seen him siuce
he wasa boy, but her recollections of his person and man-
ners were not such as young ladies gererally love to
cberish. She made no allowance for any improvement
which mnbht possibly have taken place, but determined to
hold hiwm ia as little estean us conjugal duty con!d libe-
rally be construed to admitof.  As for avoiding the en-
gagcwent, it seemed to be ouat of the question, as matters
had been so srranged that, at the option and to the benefit
of Mr. Passmore, a loss of fortune on her part would have
been the consequence. |
But the time had now arrived' when the marrisge con-
truct was to be consummated. The younger O’Neil was
daily expectcd in Baltimore to claim his bride, and a letter | ¢
i from the old gentleman informed Mr, Passmore that the
youth would take lodgings at the city hotel. Mr. Pass-
more wae to reccive a handsome bonus on ‘the wedding
day, and he hizd no particular wish to delay the celebra-
tion of the nopuials. Every aflternoon he sent hig man,
Bub Doughty, to inquire at the hotel if the expected br’ ‘e-
groomn bad arrived. We should have mentioned that s |to
expected bridegroom, frem having the command of a vo-
lunteer corps in Boston was entitled captain O’Neil ; by
whiclk title he was mentioned in his father’s letter to Mr.
Passmare, and ..., uired for at the hotel, by Bob Dorghty.
We hope the reader has not lost sight of our friend
Shadrach, to whom we must now reture. He had been so
tucky as to sccure the custom of the city hotel, and sup-
piied that establishment with some of the best sheil-fish
,tlmt eves reposed on the ovzy buttom of Chesapeake Bay.
IHe had just received the cash for a whole load of them,

.lnnd on walking out of the bar-room he encountered Bob

Doughty, who had come to make his accustumred inquiry.
‘Faking Shadrach for some person belonging to the ** con-
cern,’” Bob politely desired to know if captain O’Neil
bad arrived, and was unswured by the sklpper, wnh equal
politences, in the affirmative.

¢ Can [ spnke to him?'’ said Bob.

*¢ Syre and you can ;> was the reply.
** Then I'll see him, if you please.”
“Then jist plase to open your eyes ;" smd captam
Shadrach O’Neil.

)

fare hjm dehvered Mr. PQSSIUON 3 mvmuon to dmner,

-

Bob, not donbunv that tKe objec.t of hxs seurch was be- .

which caused some litile 2 amazemem oﬁ the part of t!x
captain. : e ,

‘¢ The ould gmﬁeman wnshes tosee yop as sbon. u cdn-.,
}ement 37 contmyed Bob. - N i

“ And I am a]ways ready to wau on any onld ;mtl
barrin ould nick;” answered captain O’Neil, “but nmy be
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pentito want wid me,”*"" ¢

““ Arra, git ont now,”’ saig’ Bob, w:tha look of some
displeasare,. ** ye have clang - forgot the bnsmess ye o

come after,. I suppose,. and ye've not got to marry oﬁE
young leddy, atall.2* ~ ~ i

.

"
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countrymun of his, who had an only sdh, the object of  youcould be afther_tellia me.what. yonr master mxgln hap- -

‘¢ Nota bit,’* said the.captain, ¢*is ltmanymg,yon mm’ e

Why, then, by the mother of ‘Moses;. Shady Q’Nell wxll
mver marry the best quane in creatxon, without -his o owng

.....

me, you blackgnard ”

«-Now for share-on the- mother s son. you,. Shmf
O’Neil, ifthatis your name,”” answered: Bob; « Iwonld’nt

blave the like iv yon. What, .to trate a handsomg lonhg e

leddy in this scarvy fasblon, and. she got such a power of
cashi in the bargain ; and. all afther that ould fadther iv
vou had pat dowa his knuckles on paper, (and thal’e all
the same as making a promise by word of month,) to.gq
and knock it all in. the head like a brute baste,
and badijuck to ye "> :
Whether it was the honest mdwnwon e;pressed in tlns
speech which operated on captain O"Neil,.
was gome of the facts, such as the beauty : and wealth GE
the young lady, which. the "speech: had' déveloped, wg
will not pretend to say ; however, the eloqnence of Eﬂi
seemed to preduce the desired effect ;. for thd'captam. ap-
parently ashanied of his opposition, quietly asked the mes- |
senger to conduct him to the dwellmg of Mr. Passmore. '
This was speedily accomphshed and in sn.ence,for the cag-
tain seemed to be lost in thought, and Bob was ‘satis|
with the speciinen of rbetoric he had so lutely exh:bnled'

Mr. Passmore and his niece were in the parlpr: ‘whe :
captain O’Neil entered, and bis name was 'mnonnced by “,
the trusty Bob Dcughty. The appearance of the capiaia, -,
considering all things, was better than mxght beupect.ed
He was quite a handsomne young Irishman, and hapnemng
to have on his best clothes, his figure was not ungeateel, .
though somewhat maritine.. Mlss Nancy, after a.glance, |
or two, found herself agreeably disappointed, and beg;u;,“
velieve ber father’s contract from ome of the ex'e'i:r'a: .
tions with which she had previously loaded it. Mr Eass- '
more examined his visitcr attentively . through brs spec-» t
tacles, for sowme minutes, and then said :
*« Your pame is captain O’Neil.”’ . .
¢ That is a fuct, if you niver cpaLe anotber ;% answered
Shadrach. . , 2
Nancy and her uncle both started. The voice was pi-b; )
bably somewhat richer in brog:xe than they hnd an*wxpat- _
ed. A short silence ensued,’ dunnn' which Shady en-
deavored to collect hnnself for the irial which he percewed
drew pear. He'saw that there was some mistake, and he '
resvlved to humorit; for the charms of the young lady
had made.some impression on bis heart; and the acconnt )
he had received of her fiscal concerns had made a cor-- :
responding impression. on his: understanding. -
«t Your father writes.-me- he wili be bere mlhxn the
week ;* remarked Mr. Passmore. - |
««Och, and may be he will then:*
. But'he intimates that if we are deslrous of brmgmg
this business to a tlose before he comes be- hns o ob- .
jection.”> e : '
"+« Thats me own fadtber exactly«"‘tned Sbady
. But capmln O’.\ell, there is one thmg whiclf strikes -
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ye are, ;
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I
B

e
RS B 2

) -



