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to look on with my own eyes ; for I am one of those who don't

believe every thing I hear, I can tell yau, and more especially
about places in foreiga parts. In truth ma'am, I just wanted to

be able to sy vhen I got-home, ' Why, good people, I've been

on the spot, and am iup tothe whole tbing.'

From ie ' Companion to thr British Almnanackrop183 9.

PRDGRESS 0 F 8 TE AM NA VI G AT ION,

There are periods in the history of man during which the arts

of social life appear te inake liftle if any progress ; when society,
contented with its former achievements, seems to think only lhow

best and most quietly ta enjoy the beiefits of provious-discoveries
und inventions. There are, on the other lhand, seasons in which
one invention and improvenent prepares the way for another, and
discoveries inart and science succeed each'other with a rapidity
the most exciting and suirprising. Such a season as this it is the

good fortune of the existing generation to experience. That 1
vhich excited our wonder yesterday gives place to the greater
vonder of to-day, which, in its turn, is doomed to be eclipsed bY

sone undreaned-of invention to-morrow. Under this aspect
every yenras it passes adds thatto the sum ofour possessions andC
the magnitude of our hopes, which gives an air of insignificance
ta the achievements of preceding years ; and while in former times
it was acharacteristic of wisdon and prudence to be slow in
nccepting the actual discoveries of science, it would now be deem-
-d imprudent and unwise to doubt even her promises. Nothine
has so much contributed to bring about this state of things as the
incessant improvements of the stean-engine and ils adaptation to
new purposes, and to processes which owe their practical develop- t
ment wholly to this modern giant. Among those purposes by far
the most important to the peaceful and social progress of theV
world which has y et been'attained is the art of locomotion, vhich,e
aithough its bieneficent influence is most apparent in the western
portion of Europe, and especially within the limits of our ownn
country, has given and is giving an impulse to society whieh is
felt in the reniotest corners of the habitable globe.

In the « Companion for 1838' some tables were inserted which .
comprised materials for die history or stean-navigation in this
country fron the moment of ils first adoption to the end d.
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who would not tread lier ciores with a feeling of reverence that!
no other scenes could call up ? Wao it only the excitement fa
curiosity that, when tho " Sirius" and " Great Western" enter-
ed the harbour of New York, drew the whole population of the
city forth to greati thein with such heart-stirring acclamations?
Would the simo enthusiasm) have mîarked tho accomplishment of
the experiment if It had been nadQ under any other flag than that
to whiclh their fathers bore a willing allegiance ? Nor have our
Ainerican friends been slow to profit by the ineans tlus offèred for
iving an impulse to hIe intercourse between our countries. Many

have already been tenmpted by the celerity and certainty ofthe voyage
ta visit the old coun!ry w-ho might otherwise have contentedly con-
tinued nt horne ; and it is now no idle speculation tu forcte[ that
thousands amlong the men ofintelligence in England and America
vill respectively be led ta spend on the other side of the Atlantic
that season of recreation from the toils of commercial or professional
pursuits vhich thcy have been hitherto contented to pass riearer
ta their homes. The ties of a common origin and a common
language, joined to the attractions of habits, cusmrns and feelings,
bearing closer resemblance than those of any other countries. may

oive a force to this consideration as regards England and America
grenter perhaps than canbe applied ta it in general, but the differ-
once isc aie of degree only, while it is the inevitable tendency, of
inore inîntie communication ta brealk down -tha barriers räised
by ignorance andprejudice, ta bring about the 'conviction that
inany things are disapproved only because they have been mis-
understoodi and that the points ofresemblance between the citi-
zens of diffyrent countries-especially those of them which belong
to the moral qualities of our nature--are far greter, in nuamber
and more importantin their character than any points of difference
that can bo presented. Even as regards those points of difference,
the mai w 'ho travels with bis powers of observation awakened
will in nost cases be led ta ncknowledge that they are well adapt-à
ed to the circumstances of the places ain which they occur, and
that to exchange them for the customs of his own country might
not in general beproductive of greater happiness. It nightnotbe
difficuit ta show thiat in sone respects diferenco of customs iay
tend to the increase of the general prosperity. It is only whon
such differences are suffered ta influence our ninds so as ta en-
gender unkindly, feelings that they can lhe hurtful ta us; and it
will be found impossible long ta entértain suclh feelings wlen we

1836. At thteiU close i UI LILU (ULs t Uy ivicli lJaujs "" shall have enjoyed the opportanity of seeing how much there is
vere accoqnpanied, notice vas taken of proparations on a gigantic 0ofkindliness ad irue to be fud among every people, how-

seale, then in a state of great forwardness, for pnltiig to the test ever much we man y at first have been rpeed by habits tha

(if experiment .an undertaling, the accomplishment of whîich has .
hen lu ubeo f mubcotrvcs Iln l- * appeared grotesque, anti customais tîiot nailibe ihou.hit revolting.been the subject of much controversy amlonghebet-tfrmed

men. ¯ Steamhips of large burthien, and provided with engines
ofgreater power than any before constructed for the purppse of B E A U T Y A N D .T I A E.
navigation, were then in progress owards completion ; and public Time met Bauty ane dzy in er garden,

attention was forcibly drawn to the inquiry whether in the prosent WZhere roses were blooming fuir
state of our knowledge such vessels could ba profitably engaged Time and beauty were nover good iends,

in transatlantic voyages. That experiment lias since been madie S she woderd what brought him ther.

and repeated witlh the most triumphant success. The voyages
betwean this country and New York of the" Sirius," the " Great Poor Beauty exclained, with a sorrowful air,
Westera," and the I" Royal William," have been performed "I request, fatlierTime, ny sweet rnses you'lil sparo ;,

since the sprin iof 1838, free from the intervention of a single For Time was going to mow them ail down,

obstacle or accident ; and transatilantic steam-voyages may now be While Beauty exclahned, vithl hier prettiest frown,
said to be as easy of accomplishment by nieans of ships of ade " Fie fatler Time ! Oh vlhat a crime

gaate size and power as ihue passage between London and Mar- " Fie ! father Time V
gate. The el Sirius" andI " Great Western" arrived back from

their first voyages on the 19th and the 22nd of May, and their " Well," said Time, " at least eti mue gather,

success has not onmly afforded encouragement to other adventurers A few of your roses here,

in the sane track, but has alread- proved the signal for enibar-k- 'Tis part of my pride te bc always supplied

i-,g in yet more distant undertakinrgs, the successful issao of hiich Withi such roses the whole of the year.''

see-ns texcite fir less doubt than htmng over the experiment of r Bauîy onsented, th' hal in despair,

the Anerican voyage vhen last year we noticed tbo preparations Ani Time, as he went, nlcd a lock of her lair'
in progress. And, as hestole the soit ringlet so bright,

The effecs, political, soci&a, and moral, of this proctical ap- He vow'd tas for love, but s.e knIw 'w s fr spite,

proxinatian of the Oldand new Worlds, it is not possible to trace Fie ! father Tiie ! Oh ! what a crime
or ta foresea. There is much wisdom in the remrk lately made Fie ! father Time
in one of our daily journals, that between two ecountries which

huve for any long lime maintained a regular and fregnent com- Time went on and left Beauty in tears

muuication by mîeans of steam-packets it would be morally im- Ile's a tell-tale the world well kcnows,

possible that war should rise. By such facility and certainty of So lie boastedI to aIl of the fair lady's rait,

-iî.tercourse connexions arc formed, mnultiplied, and extended to a And show'd the lost ringlet and rose.
degree which must soon embrace the largest proportion of the
most active and therefore the most inguential inhabitants o both Sa ,ocei was oo l3eaytinkIta me
coutries, an engage thm hy the tronesofuma motives ts ruind, though she a no wise t blam,contie, ndeggthe2y h trnet0 fhma oivst That she droop'd like some flower that is torn fromi its clime,
prevent a rupture. If this remark lias a true foundation as regards ta. .i,n And hier friends all mysteriously said "l il was Time !
any Iwo countries, itmust assuredly bo trae when applied o Fi lier i e h what a cim !
England and the United States of America. The half-century FeeF!urather Time !m

which has elapsed since the separation of the plantations from the ,e
mother country bas witnessed the removal from this life of alilwho

could have taken an active part in the strugg le which preceded
that untovard event, but bas not sufliced to cancel the remem- BEAUTrES oF LITIGATIoN.-The Supreme Judicial Court

brance of our common origin, nor taoeffa'e the feelings of pride of Massachusetts, sitting t Northampton last week, was occupied

vhich on either sida attend upon the progress and prosperity or several days in the trial of a case concerning a titile to land, whiclh

the other. Wliere is the EngUshman w ho does not rejoice at the had been in litigation two or three years. The value of the land

successive proofs which Amnerica continually gives that ahe re- in dispute was only about thirty dollars. Afcer raunning up a bill

members and does honour to ber origin? and where is the Ameri- of cost amounting to six or eight hundred doliars, the parties went

cap who does not look to England ns to the land of his fathers' home perfectly satisfied of the glorious !'uncertainty of the

vhose heart does not glow at the rememberance of er glories, or liaw." -

BY R. M. MA~RTIN(, ESQ.

Ono of the men, takting a large earthen vessel with a capacious

nonth, filled it with water, and turned it psidh down, when al

the water fldwed out, but the moment it was picod with he

mouth upward, it always became'full. H-e then optied it, id

lowing anîy one te imspect it who choso. This boing done,, he
desired one of the party would fill it. lis request was obeûed.

Still,.whzer lie reversed the jar, not a drop of vater flowed, and

upon turaing it, ta our astonishnent it vas empty. These, and
sirmiar deceptions, vere soveral times repeated ; and su a lfully
were they nanaged, that, ahhough any of -as that choso wereo ai-
lowed to upset the vessei when full, which I did many times
upon reversing it, no water was to bc seen, and yet no appear-
ance of any having escaped. I examined the jar carefully wben
empty, bat detected nothing which would lead ta a discovery of
the mystery. I was nllowed to rotain and fill it myselfstill, upon
taking it up, ail was void withmi ; so that how thIe water hod dis-

appeared, and where it hai been coiveyed, were problems that

none of us were able to expouuid. Tho- .essel employedb ethe

juggler upon this occasion, the conmon earthenware of the coun-

try, vas very roughly made ; and in order to convinco us that it

had not been especially constructed for thu purposeo a aiding uis -

clever deceptions, lhe permitîted it to-be broken in Our presence.

The fragments were then ianded round for the inspection ofhistý

1- .3igles and the party present with Ihlm. The next t mg one

vas still more axtraordinary : a largo basket was produoed, loto

which was put a lean, hungry, Paris bitch. Arter the lapse o

abouta minute the basket was removed, and sl loppeared with

a litter of sevenpuppies. These wereagain covered, and opon

raising the niagic basket, a goal was presented.to ur view. This

vas succoeded by a pig in the full vigour ot existence, but which,

aftar being covered for lie usual tnim appenred with its throat

cut. It was, however, shortly restored to life undor the mysti-

ciii shde or the wicler coveirng. Wiat rondered these suddeu
changes so extraordinary was that no one stood near tha basket

but the juggler, vho raised and covered the animals with it. When.

ho concluded his exploits, thero was nothing ta be seon under it,

and what became of the different animals whiclh figured in this.

singular deception, was a question:.which puzzled ail., ,Arnn,

now took a siall bag -of'brass balls,which he threwone y oneiA

into the air, to thie imuber of thirty-five. Jonc of flern ap.p

pearcd it ret urn. When hlie hd discharged thl thla e waslfer

a pause for at leost a miuîte. lie thon madea variety o o
wiith his haando, at t amo lime grunting forthia sor'fâfbaimeLi e r n u C',_-40 ,J 4
chant In a few sbcondsthe blls were seen to. fll ,one $yd i

until the whole of thom were placed -a tie' b g
ed at least half adozen times. No ne was allowed tcone

near him whilo titis interesting ugglo was performied: A auf-

ooking Hindoo thon stopped forvard and declared i would

swallow a snake : opening a box, h produced a Cobra.diCape;

ao, not less than ivo eet. long, and as big as an infant's wriïr.

[le stoodi apari, at some distance from us and, like his predoces-

sors,- would not allow uny one to approach hiim, so that the do-

ception became no longer equivocal. Ile thon, as it appeared to

us, took the snake, aud putting its tail into his :mosith, gradually

lowered it into llis srolnach, ntili nothîing but the head apþeared

ta project from between his lips, vhen with a suddei gulp, lhe

seemed ta complete the.disgusting process cf deglutition, and to

secure the odious reptile within his body. After the expiration ai

a fow seconds lie opened his mouth, and gradually drew forth the

snaIe which lie replacod inI the box.

The next thing tliat engaged our attention was a feat of dexterity

itogether astonishing. An olderly wonan, the upper part Of'

whose body was entirely uicovered, presented hereelfito OUr

notice, and takhig a bamboo, twenty feet highi, pla'ced it1upright Y)
upon a flat stone, and then, without any support, climbed to the

op of it with surprising agility. laving done tiis, she atood upon

one leg on the point of the bamboo, balancing it ail the while.

Round her waist, sbo had a girdie, ta whichî was fustoned an iron

socket. Springing romin her upright position on the bamboo, she

thrcw hierself horizontally forward with sucli exact precision that

he top of the iron pole entered lle socket o ler iron zone,_and

n this position she spun lersof round with a velocity that mado

rne giddy to ook at, the bamboo appoaring ail the while as if it

were supported by some pretornatural agency. 'Sh oturned her-

legs backwards until her heels touched lier shoulders, and grasp-
ing lier ankles in lier hands, continued, her rotation sa rapidly,

that theaoutline of lier body was lest Io the ayo, and -she looked'
ike a revolvig ball. Hlaving performedi otier fents cqually ex-
raordinary, she slid down the elastic shaft, and raising it ln the,

air, balancedi it an har chia, thien an her hip, mand finally projectedi

it ta n-distan ce from ber wvithout the appmlcation ai lier hiandis

I'be next performer spreadi upon the ground a cloth abant the

size af a sheet. After a while it seemied ta be graduahly raiseti

upon takingit up there appearedi three pine apples growing under

t, whlich were cnt and presentedi to the speclttrs. This is con-

idered a common juggle, andi yet it is' perfectlyinexplicable.-
Hiîstory' of the Britishr Possessions in the Èai s


