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pcluul application and cver present efficacy ?
That the word “Church” does not often occur
signifies little. Tt is the thing, not the name,
with which we are dealing. When the name
dues fall from the lips of our Lord it is surely
with tremendous emphasis, for it is precisely in
such passsges that we perceive most clearly a
teansler of 1is own power to a visible socicty
in the world, Twt any one consuli on this
point St. Matthew xvi: 18-19, together with
xviii: 17-18,

The writer quoted is unfortunate in his refer
enee (o Apostles in proof of his position,  Not
o enlarge upon the fact that they are every-
where representfed as engaged in founding a
visible organization, nol stmply disseminating
abstract prineiples, we shonld thinle it would
be hard to dircover in mediieval or modern
writers any greater exaltation of * the Church”
(han that which 1» to be found in St. Paul's
Epistles,  First, take such expressions as these:
« Phe Church of Gad—them that are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be suintg,” ““the
Church of eur God,” * The Chuarch of the Thes-
salonizns which is in God the Father and in the
Lord Jesus Christ.,”  But more than all these
profound  utterances:  (Giod) “hath put all
thinegs under His feet and gave Him to be the
head over all things to the Chareh, which is Ilis
body, the fultiess of Tim that filleth all in all
(Ve) “are built upon the foundation of the
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
heing the chief corner stone;” “ Unto 1im be
dlory in the Chureh by Christ Jesus, through-
out all ages, world withont erd.  Amen;”
« {[usbands love your wives, even as Christalse
loved the Chureh and gave 1imself for it; that
ile might sanctily and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that 1le might
present it to 1limself a glorious Church not
Laving spot or wrinkle or any such thing.”
The Church is never separated from Christ as
madern thought would separate them; as if)
while Ue is Divine, the Church is merely a con-
venjent invention of men; but, by virtue of the
[nearnation, Christ and the Church are one, As
Hooker says: ¢ 1lis Chureh He frameth out of
the very flesh, the very wounded and bleeding
side of the Son of Man.”

Bulitis one of the tricks of wrilers of this
stumyp o jumble together matters which should
be separately considered and to draw general
eonclusions  without dizerimination,  Thus, in
the words we have quoted, the Church, the
ministry, the diseipling and the customs or
“wiys” are mingled without distinction, and it
i< said of them all that ¢ nobudy knows" any-
thing definite about them, This we say is in
appusition to the plain facts of the cuse. Of
the Church, the ministry and the fundamental
institutions of Christinnity we know a great
dend both from the New Teitament and carly
Christian wrilers,  Many of these facts are ad-
mitted by scholurs of various denominations as
well as by rationalists of no denomination,  We
suppose, for instanee, that no one who aceepts
the New Testiunent writings as cven substan-
tiadly authentic has any doubt that the Apostles
governed the primitive Church with supreme
anthority ; that as time went on they delegated
their authority 1o certain trained associates, as
Timothy, Titus, and James of Jerusalem ; that
they vrdnined in every local Church presbyters
ar overseers and deacons,  What s invelved in
ohxcurity is the perisd of Lrapsition, during
which the Apostolic authority of government
beciine loculized in the bishops whom history
reverls to us in full possession of it within ten
vears of S0 John's death, Since this was i
periol which followed the age of the New Tes-
tunent it is not surprising that it finds no re-
cord there,  What is eertain, however, is that
the transition referved to was effected with such
awthiority that no question was raised aboul it
amd  for fifieen centuries there was never i
doubt that the Chureh of God existed under a
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visible form impressed upon it by its founders
under the inspiration of the lloly Ghost.

As to “ways” as, {or instance, the cere-
monies of Baptism, and of the Holy Kucharist,
it may be true that the New Testamont sup-
plies us with few particulars, It is not to be
expeeted that it should do more.  Thoseinstitu-
tions had been long in existence before a word
of the New Testament was written.  Wo may
say, howevor, that it is quite certain that there
were no ¥ chairs in the upper room in which
the Church began,” But it does not follow
that a believer in the Catholic Chureh is left ai
liberty o assume that Romanist, Bpiscopalian,
Presbyterian, Baptist, who arvive al opposite
conclusions ¢ by exeellent avguments out of the
Seriptures,” are all equally right or equally
wrong ; that is to say, that these institutions
are matters of complete iwlitlerence since it
pasgos the wit of man to arrive al any sure con-
clusion about them. Ifa man believes in * the
Holy Catholic Chureh,” that primary concep-
tion serves as a gnide in the-e other matters,
As they are institutions of the Clhureh, he will
necessarily assume that the Chireh knew what
they signified and how to tudil them, and he
will Hind overwhelming evidenee of their eharac-
ter in the virtual identity which they have
muintined among alb pations and in all ages,
The reasoning is of the same characteras that
which wonlld be applied to the institutions  of
Masonry or any other worllavide society,  Of
will not aceept  this
reasoning because it rejects the iden ot a Cathio-
lic Chureh and invelves the assumption that
Gad allowed the formation of & spurious insti-
tution immediately after the days of the
Apostles, so that the world remained in durk-
ness untl the Reformation.  But itis a serions
Lreakdown for Protestantism, if; after requiring
us to reject the Chureh and its testimony, and
confine ourselves (o the * Bible and Bible
only," it then concludes that from that seurce
we can know nothing of the “old way."—7he
Living Church,

ORGANIC VS, VITAL UNION.
(T'he Living Clurch.)

Dr, McKnight, in our issue of Aug. P3th, has
laid down a proposition which cannot be gain-
said, when he says that no fornmd wnton of
Christians, and no'organic union, is worth any-
thing without gital union. Tu this only can

true unity consist,

We have been accustomed lo insist upon
organic unity, and it is probable that many who
use that expression assume that vital unity is
included in it But it isevident that tnereare
those also, who, looking too much at the vutside
of things, arc inclined to favor the idex that the
unjon which is to be aimed at can be effected by
imparting 2 valid ordination througa the
Apostolic Episcopate 1o the ministers of such
Protestant denominations s are willing Lo ac-
cept it, leaving them in all other respects just as
they are. Now wodo not deceive ourselves so
far as to believe that any Christian sect will
put itself in such a position.  Nevortheless, ax
any theory or ideal which comes to be widely
held tends to affeet our own action, and shape
sunonical and even coustitutional legislation,it is
well to examine the bearing of such a theory
upon the ends proposed. )

In the first place,then, in order toaceomplish
real and vital union, it is necessary that there
should e unity of faithas well as externul
Apostolic descent, and thisis not to be :1LL:nm:‘«l
by aceeptance merely of the letter of the Catholic
Creeds, The creeds must be aceepted in the
meaning which they have borne in the Church
through all Christian ages, and as they lave in
various articles Ieen specifically drawsn out and

Tortitiel by the action of the great ccumenical

councils, It is certain that the bishops ut the

last Lambeth Conference, when they followed
our own bishops insaying that the two creeds
contain “a sufiiciont statement™ of the Chris-
tian Taith, had no idea of repudinting the for-
mal utterances of the two previous conferences,
Thoso utterances cover satistactorily the whole
Catholic position relative to the Faith and form
a pard of the liierature of this subjeet absolutely
esvential to any one whodesires to know whore
the Anglican Church stands,

Itis worth whiice to remind vurselves that the
possession of the Episcopate by extrancous
bodies, separated  from the atmosphero and
traditions of the Catholic Chureh, has notin the
past seeured unity of doctrine, and it is little
short of absurdity o suppose that it will do so
in the future. There arein the east two vory
ancient badies, both in possession ofan undoubt-
ed episcopnl suecession, but separated from the
Oxthodox Charch by a profound gulf,  These
holl the Nestorian and the Mounophysite here-
sies,  As these heresies radieally affect the
doctrine of the Inearnation, it is imporsible that
there can be any compromise.  Unily is out of
the question uniil theso heresies ave repudiated,
Yeu both these separated bodies, we bolieve,
aecept the letter of the Nicene Creed in commuon
with theanciont Eastern Church.

Again, it must bo veamembered that Orders ave
hestowed fur definite purpeses, and if' there is
no iden of using them  for those purposes, it is
something very fike sacriloge to confer them at
all. A man ix erdained to the priesthood, for
example, that  he may be onabled to fulfil
certuin functions which the Chureh intonds
shonld e fufilled, in the sense in which sho hias
received them, and with the methods and sur-
roundings which she has omployed from the
beginning or whick expericnee has tanght hor
to require in order to gmard these funetions in
their infergrity, The purpose of ordinatien is
not fultilled by the practice of observances other
than those which come within the scope of the
Chureh's intention, or which, while resembling
her vites and possibly called by the same name,
are w diflerent significance, I, for inslance, n
rite is observed which does notin its menning,
its manner, or its adjunets rise ghovo the plano
of'n luve-feast, o token of hrotherly amity in
memory ol the Atoneinent, no vrdination, how-
ever unimpeachable its validity, can convert,
sich o rite into a =aerament of the Catholic
Church,  Thmay be cditying and of spiritual
efficacy in its own way and wlong its own linos,
but it is not the Holy Communion,

Another purpose of orlination is Lo bring the
recipicut under authority within the lines and
limitations of the Cathelic Church, Heis not
ordained as o free-lance, to preach or teneh what
may seem tohim goml or to condnel the worship
of Atnighty tod nceording Lo his own sweel
will, and administer the Sacruments after his
own judgement. dn the very act of ordination
he s hronght into corpoute relations and under
obeience in Lthose things which e conneeted
with the ministry. On theother hunil it would
be equally monstrous in ordinalion to connjgn
the newly-made priest to an organization or an
anthority over which the Chureh has no control,
which daees notown allegianee to her laws,

Thereig in all this a curions ingtance of the
workings of an epus operatwm theory of the
ministry, A valid ordination is assumed Lo
convey somg power which will enable it
possessor,  without sy of the restrictions or
safeguards, guidance or helps with which the
Church has atways surrounded her ministrey, to
impart some kind of new snd vital foree to things
onutside her borders, 11 i3 as 1fa cortain wheel
ar apring admirably fulfilling its purpose ns
partof sume delicat ¢ machinery, were supipused
capable of going on with ils worle when dotach-
ed Trom the mechanisin of which it formed o
part, or; to use St Paul's simile of the hudy
and its members, as i a member could fubillis
proper function when severed from the hody
of which it wus a natural parts



