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“&race be with all them that Iove onr Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.”—Eph. vi. 34,
 Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered mnio the saints.”~Jude 8.
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Wx want additional subsoribers in Halifax,
8t. John, Quebes, Toronto, Qttawa, London
Hamilton, Liberal commission will be allowed
to qualified Canvasser—Ilady or gentleman—in
every one of these aitiea.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.
*De, Lipoon's literary executors have

deoided, with the comsent of his family, to
publish a selection of his letters, The letters
will be 8o arranged and connected as to show,
8o far as possible in his own words the course
of his life and work.' '

Trx Rev. W. M. Statham, formerly minis-
tor of Harecourt Chapel, Canonbury, England,
who seceded from the Copgregational body to
the Church of England about five yeara ago,
has been appointed by Canon Cadman to the
Reotory of Iver Heath, Bucks,

Mmiss MARY ErxanoR Benson, whose sad
death from diptheria, contracted while district-
visiting, ocourred a few months ago, bequeathed
£2000 for the purpose of training girls from
the parishes of Lambeth, Eng., as servants, pro.
viding them with outfits, and also with the
‘means of secnring a holiday, Miss Tait, a
daughter of the former Archbishop, is entrusted
with the administration of the fund,

Ox Thursday, the 12th ult, the old parish
charch of Llangyfelach, in the diocese of St.
David's, Wales, was reopened, after nndergoing
s much-needed restoration a$t a co08t of over
£11,000, An entirely new chancel has been
erected by the Eoclesiastical Commissioners,
and a sum of about £600 bas been spent by the
parishioners in bringing about many structural
alterations of an extersive nature in the nave,
and in fornishing the charch generally, so that

Llangyfelash Church, instead of being & dls-.

grace to the perish can now bear a favorable
comparison with the majority of country
churches, The Bishop of Su. David's preached
at the re-opening servioe and thirty-four clergy-
men in surplices took partin the procession.
The Rev. D, Watkpn Morgan (vicar) is
engaged in building two other new churohes,
which, together with the restoration of the
parish church, represents an outlsy of £6,000
in one year. _

Ox Saturday, March 18th, the south transept

of the cburch of St, Bartholomsw-the-Great,
West Smithfield, Eng., which has been restored
under the superintendence of Mr. Aston Webb,
wss re-opened for Divine eervice, the sermon
on this interesting occasion heing preached by
the Bishop of London, The Bishop took for his
text the words, *Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law till all be fulfilled,’ aud pointed out that in
all God’s deslings with the human race the one
principle was not that what was old should be
destroyed and clean swept away, but that
when circumstances mede ocbange necessary the
old materials were preserved, and that which
was new was the old oreated afresh. He then
applied this principle to the spirit in which
reverent Christians desired to keep up the con-

tinuity of ancient sacred buildings which hod
come down to them out of the past, the out-
come and evidence of the devotion and rover-
ence which characterizsd their forefathers. It
was & suggestive subjeot oertainly, treated in &
very suggestive manner. That we should desire
to keep our old churches, in spite of that
atilitarian spirit- which is for sweeping thom
away whenever their sites sesm available for
building business premises—that we should
desire, when they have fallen out of repair, 1o
restore them to their original besuty, is indeed
wholly landable in us, and nobody will deny
that nowadays this desire is widespread, and
expresses, itself in most praotioal forme. It
may, indeed, with great reason be urgoa that
what we need jnst now is not so much to
be epurred on to work of restoration, but rather
to be guided and curbed in oar methods of
carrying ount such works, The destroyer has
done very much to rob us of our inheritance in
the past, but we fear that it oan scarcely bo
questioned but that the restorer has done somet
thing in this way too. A church built origin
ally in the Gothic msanner comes to need
repairing. Inthe course of years many genera-
tions have added to it substantial picces of
structure, or furniture, or decoration, in their
own proper manner. Of these we lake no
account, but sweeping them all away producea
bran-new building in what wo imagine to have
been the first, original atyle. Oar intentions
may be excellent, but not so their resnlt. A
best we bave only got an antiquarian imitation
of something long since passed away, and in
many way reslly alien to us, Let us rather
respeot ail that is past, not merely that which
the first builders established. If we had a liv~
ing architeotural and artistio sense prevalent
amongst us thero would be little need to insiat
npon this sound and very radical principle.—
Church Bells.

THE GENERAL THANEKSGIVING,

The following letter appesared in a late issue
of Church Bells:—

Si1e,—In your issue of February 27th last,
you were good enough to imsert & leiter of
mine asking for reasomns why the ¢Genersl
Tharksgiving’ in our Church services, in very
recent times, bas been repeated aloud by the
congregation (except the ‘ Amen'), at least in
so-oalled Evangelical Churohes, Failing once
more to get the information sought (for the
letter signed ‘Incumbent’ can hardiy be meant
for a reply, as it does not touch the question),
I am venturing sgain to trespaes on your kind-
ness by asking you to publish some ressons
why it should not be repeated : —

1. To the General Confession is profixed a
rubric ordering it to be eaid by *tho whole
congregation,’ A like order would have been
given with respeot to the Goeneral Thanksgiv-
ing had it been intended it should be said in
like manner, Its absence shows it was nof so
to be repeated.

2, The praotice is & very modern innovation,

3. It has become & fresh badge of party strife
in the Church,

4, Thers is no authority for it whatever.

B. It is direotly contrary to authority. Ihe

prosent Arohbishop of Cnnterbury, when the
question was luid boforo him, gave a decisive
answer that it should not bo so ropoated: The
word ‘general’ in conmection with both the
Confession and Thanksgiving, refora to tho
general character of whit ia oonfessed or
thanked for, and has nothing to do with its
being said aloud by the general congregation, §
Sznex,
Clifton, March 14¢k, 1391,

JOHN WESLEY AS A SOCIAL
REFORMER.

TL) Wesloy contenary of this yeir has tanght
us much of which we were previously ignorant
sbout the life and work of the founder of
Methodism, and it has shown very clearly to
thoso who had eyes to see how far, in some
respeots, the followers of Woealoy havo departed
from the ideals which animated thoir leador.
In one direction, that of social roform, this
failure to follow out the dircctions indicated by
Wesley has beon very marked, for Wosloyans
are nob distinguished any more than other
Nonconformist bodies for great activity in
sooial work, Weo do not mean to cast this in

the teeth of Nornoonformists generally or of
Mothodists in particular; we are only repeating
the statement of an eminent Nonconformst
preucher, Dr, Parker, in saying that tho Non-
conformist sects have not distinguished them.
gelves in this diceotion. This being tho case, it
is all the more interesting to soo how much
John Wesloy did himself, and how littlo his
successors followed up his efforts.

Every one knowa that Wesley and the ¢ Holy
Clab’ of his friends began their work at Oxford,
but it is often forgotien that they bogan it
amongst the poor of tho town and among the
prisoners in tho gaol. Much opposition was
raieed to their social—as apart from their reli.
gious—work, and to face it Wesloy drow np a
geries of questions, to which he judged rightly
his enemies would be unable o reply with any
ghow of humanity. Tho following aro some of
the most striking :—

¢ Whether it docs not ~onoorn all men of all
conditions to imitate as much as they can Him
“ Who went about doing good ?"

*Whethor all Christiay are concerned in that
command: “ While we have time lot us do
good unto all men?”

' Whether we can be happy at all hereaftor
unless we bave (according to our power)
‘foed the hungry, clothed tho naked, visited
those that are sick and are in prison,”
#nd have made all those actions subservient to
a higher purpose, even the saving of souls from
death ?

‘ Whether, unpon the conriderations above
mentioned, we may not try to do good to those
that are hangry, naked, or sick 7 In partioular,
whether if we know any necessitous family, we
may not give them a little food, clothes, or
physio, a8 they want?

*Whether we may not try to do good to
those that are in prison? In particuls:, whe.
ther we may oot release such well disposed:

pereons as remsin in prison for small sums ?



