-
P

12

~r —ppstmm———

MISSION FIELD.

CA.'IJC;_UTTK. _

The Anniversary of the Oxford
Mission in Calcutta waskept on the.
Festival of the Epiphany. There
wag 4 service in the Chapel at nine
a.m,, und a breakfast afterwards.
The Bishop was celébrant, assisted
by his Chapiain the Rev. H. O,
Moore. The choir, & very efficient
one was formed entirely of Bengal’s
boys, and the music was Gregorian,
Before the Nicene Creed the Rev.
C. W. Townsend was admitted to
the office of Superior of the Broth-
erhood, until the will of God ‘shall
be declared concerning the late Su-

erior, the Rev. E. F. Willis. The
ishop himself asked the solemn
questions, and then.formally ad-
mitted him, After the creed the
Bishop gave an address. Ie re-
ferred to the admission five. years
ago of the first members and -their
Superior to their respective offices.
These five years had been an event-
ful time to the Church in India.
The Oxford Mission had introduced
a new and vigorous force into the
work in Caleutta, and there had
boon real vesults, thomgh without
much outward show. Of the first
members one, Mr. Argles, had been
cnlled to his rest. Mr. Willis had
been so far iaid aside that as far as
we can judge bis work here is for-
ever over. One was vigorous and
sarnest, full of fire and zesl, the
other delicate and retiring, but ex-
ercising & wonderful personal infiu-
ence over all those with whom he
was brought in contact. And these
two men were bound up in. each
other. They leant the one on the
other, they derived strength from
mutual contect, The one who has
been spared to us may yeot return,
though this is more than we can
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" venturo to hope, but as itishis bro-

P thor’s daily prayer that he should

roturn, we have left the door open
for him to do so. Someare inclined
to be disappointed with the work.
But wo cannot doubt that God is
with us, and Ho often works in
ways which differ greatly from our
anticipations. There is much which
must be disintegrated in India be-
foro the seed can take root in such
asoil. But tho rock of supersti-
tion ie yielding and prejudice is
giving way. Our work is prepara-
tion, and the preparing of ourselves
to do his will. Nine yems resid-
ence in this country has convinced
us that God is really working here,
and with grest rapidity. At the
brealfast an oxcellent address was
given by Mr. Townsend, in which
he said: “ Wo represent the Mis-
sionary aspoct of & great university.
Wo must combine the intellectunl
side of the work Wwith missionary
zoal for we have to speak of the
Logos, the Word of God, as_that
bofore which man must lay all his
roason. There are many hopeful
pigns. Rinduism is giving way,
ond its place will not be taken by
Brehmaism or any other new reli-
gion, for no such religion can stand
against Christianity.

The annual bathing in the Ganges
took place on the 22nd, at Bilnoor,
near Cawnpore, Men, women and
children, mendicants, Hindu asce-
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tios, and merchants-with miscella-
neous - goods. “came from distant
parts of the country, to bathe on
either gide ‘of the river. Mr. Bis-
wag says: I also was there, not to
feast my eyes, but to speak 2 word
‘or two regarding the life of Christ.

to combine pleasure with business.
The crowd was increased on this
occagion by the opening of the new
railway. During the Meta there
were_frequent trains .to and fro.
Mr, Biswas spoke fo several per-
sons-(villagers) ebout Christ's say-
ings and doings, pointing to Him
ase the true Avatar or Incarnation
of God. e spread bis blanket un-
der & margo tree, and saton it cross

legged in Hindu style, and many

passers by came to hear what he
ad to say. He spokeon the deca-
logue and on Christisn doctrine.

The Fourth Commandment was the

only one which they conld not ap-
preciate, They confessed that the
religion of their ancestors could not
satisly their spiritual wants, but
were not yet preparcd to confess
the truth of Christisnity. Ie did
not give away portions of the Serip-
tures, on the ground that mere dis-
tribution does no good, as he had
read in one of Dr. Pusey’ssermons.

Tae Rev. J. P. ‘Smi’themun ina
letter to the . Indian Churchman

says: Ganha'i has the oldest Church
in Assam; Christ Church wus built
in 1847 ; Tezpur Church was erected
in 1848, and two yearslater Debroo-
ghur; Bengbari in 1875. These
are the only churches in the Assam
Valley. Three of the- districts of
the ‘sleepy hollow of Assam’ are
without cons ecrated churches, The
American Baptists have had o mis-
sion at Gamhati for over thirty
years, with about 700 converts,
The Welsh Calvinists are active in
the Khasia Hills, where they have
baptized over 2,000 and have over
3,000 adherents. This is the most
suceessful mission in the province;
the people are free from the tram-
mels of caste, and the field hasbeen
well supplied with missionaries
gince its commencement thirty
yoars ago. At the present time
there is a staff of seven European
missionaries. It is possible among
the Khasias to have mixed schools,
a8 weil as among other hill tribes,
which is impracticable among
Hindus and Mahomedans. In 1863
the Rev. W. Ayerst, chaplain of
Ganhati, wrote a pamphlet advo-
cating a mission to the Garos, but
the Church lost the opportunity.
and the American Baptists took up
work there, and have now 900 memn-
bers with six native pastors. The
men of the Garo_ tribe picked up a
tract at Ganhati. They read it
and sought further instruction and
became firm believers. They left
their police employment and went
and made known to their own peo-
ple the glad tidings of salvation
through Jesus Christ. These two
‘men are now native pastors in-the
mission. After thirty-five yesrs
work the missions of the Church of
England in Assam have not asingle
native pastor. This is partly ow-
ing to the paucity. of -its. staff, as
there are only two missionaries for
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the whole of Assam, and ono of
these makes three or four journeys,
speaking two Sundays in Nowgong
in each year. Nowgong is more
than thirty miles from. Koliabar,

and this agsain is ton ‘miles from |

Tezpur, the next quarter of the
Assam Church mission. Meantime
whole tribes remain untouched on
the hills skirting the northeastern
boundary of the county. Bhatlas,
Akas, Dufflas, Miris, Mishmis,

Kamptis, and 2 host of others are |

waiting for the good tidings of tho
Kingdom of God. '
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ELLI1SoN, M.A. Price id.
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Part of the Cure of Souls. By the Rev.
Canon ELLISON, M.A. Price2d.

HOLY MATRIMONY, the Married Life of
‘the Christiah Man and Woman. By the
‘Rev. Canon ELLISON, MiA. Price 1s. 6d.

TEMPERANCE REFORMATION MOVE-
MENT. By the Rov. Canon ELLISON.
Recommended to all wislilng to under-
stand the work of the Church of England
Temperance Socieiy. Price 1s. -

‘THE BLUE RIBBON ARMY, or Gospel
Temperance Misslon.” Its relation to
and bearing upon the Church of England
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Hints and Suggestions. 1d. each.
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lished at 3s. 6d. K B

THE GRQCER’S LICENCE. Pilee 1d. each

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS, spe-
clally in relation 'to the troables of life.
Betng Sermons preached during Lent in
the Parish Choreh of New Windsor. By
Rev. Canon ELLISON. 1s. ., each.
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KEEPERS' LICENCES. Price 1d. each.
THE GOSPEL OF THE HUMAN BODY
A Sermon presched in 8t. Panl's Cathe
ii)ralﬂ,lla the Ven. Archdeacon EARLE
rige LR A . s .
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