THEREFORE | WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ‘THESK THINGS, THOUGH YE KNuw
TUEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, 1, 12. :
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Poetrp.

THE CHURCH BELLS.

I heard the chime of the merry bell

On the breeze of the forest flowing—

Andas 1 listened to each full swell,

I thought on the hearts that were glowmg,
But the wind soon chang'd, and bore away
The happy sounds of pieasure,

And I thought how the heart must often stray
Without its most valued treasure.

I heard—and the note was chang'd to woe,
And the funeral peal was knelling : —
And 1 thought of the tears that were doom'd to flow,
And the hearts that grief was swelling.
But again the wind ble\v the sounds nfar—-
And I thought how soon ends sorrow: .
*Iis a tear in the motn, and a sigh in the cve,
- And a smile, pethaps, to-morrow.

And T heard—and the bells rang the Sabbath peal
WWhich nor nierry chim’d; nor - sally ;-

Anund the steady wind did no chan"e te\eal,

As when notes were mixed more gladly

There was no change, as when woe had been

The burden'd music’s measure:

And I thought—that peace hes more between

‘The extremas of pain and pleasure.
Sunday Reader.

THE ENGLISH LAVYMAN.
No. IX.
THE ORGAN.*

When bheneath the nave,
High arching, the Cathedral organ "gins
Its prelude, lingeringly exquisite
Withiu retired the hashful sweetness dwells;
Auon like slmltght. or the floodgate rush
Of waters, bursts it forth, clear, 9o]cmn, full;
It breaks upon the mazy fretted roof;
It coils up round the clustering’ plllars tall;
Itleapsinto the ccll-like chapels; sirikes
Beneath the pavement sepukhrcq ; at onco
The living te-uple is instivet, nblare
With the uncontroll'd exuberance of sound.

The oraan is an instrument of great antiguity, and was
known to the Romans during the latter period of the Empire,
though not exaetly in its present state.  St. Jerome, a Father of
the fourth century, describes one that could be heard a mile off,
end says that there was &n organ at Jurusalem, the sound of
which reachied even to the Mount of Olives. It was in tse
among our Anglo-Saxon nncestors, s passages in the works of
Aldhelm, (whe died A. D. 709) and Bede, (who died A. D. 735)
most fully prove. *St. Duanstan (4. A. D. 903) great in all the
knowledge of his day,”—remarks Sharon Tuiner,—''as well
as in his ambition, is deseribed to have made ap organ of brass
pipes, elaborated by musical measures, and filled with air from
the bellows;” and in the tenth century, one was crected in Win-
chester cathedral by St. Elphage which was of such immiense
power, “ that,” the same writer remarks, ** the effect of its dia-
pason and choruses on the ears of the Anglo-3axcns must have
been so tremendous, and so like a baule-caunonadmg, that all
melody must have been lost in the overpowennv roar within a
confining edifice, however spacious.” ~Seventy. men, forming
two companies which worked alternately, supplied it with wind;
so that in the cathedral therc were probably, according to the
conjecture of the Rev. H. Soames, many unglazed apertures,
otherwise machinery so colossal must have emitted sound almost
beyond endurance,

From the tenth century, érgans were more and moroe iatrodu-
ced into cathedrals, Abbies, and larger churches, until at last
they became identified with the national worship. The hand
that for a time expelled them from the sanctuary, was that of
their own familiar friends, of a party in the very bosom of the
church. When the Puritan clergy were gradually undennining
the battlements of the Establishment, and depriving it, one after
another, of those decent ccremonials, which constitnted its outer
wall of defence, they levelied some portion of their wrath against
that ungodly relic of Popery, the organ. In the commencement
of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, the leaders of the Nonconformists,
though still remaining within the fold of the chureh, included the
use of wnusic, and of organs in divine worship, among the scru-
ples which their tender consciences could not overcome. " In
vain did the moderate divines of Zurich, (o, whom they referred
their doubts and difficulties, advise them to submit to many mat-,
ters indifferent in themselves, rather than endanger the peace of
the Reformed Church of England. Their blind. zesl, which -at
first could not tolerate an organ, went on unrestrained, until the
church nself fell beneath wounds inflicted on it by its own undu-
tiful childeen. When Laud succeeded the Puritanic Abbat, in.
the see of Centerbury he found the chapel at Lambeth, * a scens
of filth, disorder, and decay,”—internally end ex(emully neg-

lected,~the organ broken and tuneless. This he immediately |

repaived, and his so doing, formed the substanceof one of thef
many baseless charges urged aguinst him on his trial.  He had

——

* The erectionof a new organ in the church of St. James at

Totonto hasled to the compilation of the present “srticle. . Of
this instrument, and its- humbler predecessor, itis to belloped that

some account will be transmitted to * The Church.’ 1t :is a duty

we owe to those who may comne after us, to record every incident-
in our ecclesiastical lnstorv. and to hand cown the names of those_

gencrous henefactors who have built @ bouse unto the Lowd, or,
when built, have furnished it with those instruments,. decouuons,
snd appliances, which are prescribed or permitted by our Ritual.

previously incurred a storm of obloquy, and the imputation of
Papistical practices, when he introduced an organ into the chapel
of St. John's College, Oxford, of which he was the munificent
President.

As the darkness fell thicker and thicker on the Church of Eng-
tand, this instrument, which, by the common consent of many
nations for many centuries, had been dedicated to the service of
religicn, wos more and more m\'elghed ageinst and proscribed.
The Clergyman who defcnded its use, was summoncd Lefore
the Committee for Scandalous Ministers, or, as it might be moré
appropiiately termed, ihe Scandalous Committee for Ministers:
the organs were sold to tavern-keepers, and, ceasing to admivnis-
ter to devotional purposes, became subservient to the Puritan’s
stolen pleasures, accompanying the demure drunkards of the
Commonwealth in their * bestial bacchanalias.”

So successfu) was ‘the warfare waged against them, that, at
the Restoration, an organist, or organ-builder could scuicely be
found. - To supply this want, foreign artifi; iers were invited to
repair to England; and thus - enconraged™ Bernard: Schmidt |
(Smith) and hlstwo nephews, natives of Germany,—and Har-
tis, and his son, natives of France, commenced trying their for-
tune in London. A contest for superiority soon arose between
these musical clans, which was decided in favour of the Smiths
by the notorious Lord Chief Justice Jefferies. The Temple
Church was the scene of this harmonious discord, and the victo-
rious masterpicce still remains within the walls of a sanctuary,
which a Hooker and a Benson have made vocal with their holy
cloquence. ‘The rejected instrument, which though rejected, was
still one of surpassing excellence, “travelled to the Cathedral of
Christ- Church at Dublin, and subsequently. from ‘thenco to the
Parish Church of ‘Wolverhampton.

Though the organ is admitted into the churches of England,

Holland, and Rome, and into these of Gerinany, Protestant as
well s Catholic,—it is entirely banished from the scverer forms

of the Scottish KXivk, Yet even in the latter denomination, some

innovating Erastians, as old Mause Cuddie would have designa-
ted them, have at various times attempted to iatraduce the ¢ Kist
(v’ o whistles’ into their places of worship. Bishop Horne, ina
sermon preached by him in 1784 at the opening of the new organ
in Canterbury, says that he believes some Presbyterian minis-
ters have adopted it in their chapels. In the Presbytery of
Glasgow, however, at their mecting'on the Tth October 1807,
after dehbcratmg at great length, a resolution to the followmg
purport was adop(cd : % That the Prcsbylcry are of opmuoug. that
the use of organs in the public worship of God i is contrary to the

lnw of the land, and 1o the law and constitution of our established |

.....

Church, and therefore prohibit it in all the churches and chapels
within their bounds.” And 1his may be considered as the gene-
ral opinion of the Kirk. Iam not aware, whether our respecta-
ble holf-brothers, the Wesleyan Methodiats, are friendly, ns a
body, to the introduction of organs iato their chapels. One. of
their brightest ornaments, the late Rev. Richard Watson, gave

his opinion.in favour of their use in large chapels, when the end

for which they are introduced, to assist congrcgnnonul singing,
is steadily maintained. -

In our.own venerable and beloved Church, which steers a
mndway course between the chilling nakedness of Nonconformist
worship, and the gorgeous ceremonies and ‘sensual allurements
of the Roman Catholic Ritual, the use of organs has not only
been sanctioned by immemorial .preseription, but vindieated by
our most lcamed, p;ous, and apostolicul divines, Jeremy ‘Lay.
lor, whose prose is but one continuous- strain of the noblest, “the
sweetest, and -most musical poetry,—ond.whose. heterodoxy on:
this point most therefore strilce v3 us the more extraordinary,~—
in a tone of faint -and dubious approval eays, he * cannot con:
demn instrumental music, if it be used-as a help to Psalmody.”
Yet a higher authority on;such a subject, the -wise and irrefu-
table FlooRER, has delivered a decision which, it may safcly be
pronounced, is the rule of our church to this very day s <! They
which, under pretence of the Jaw ceremonial sbrogated, require
the abrogation of instrumental music, epproving nevertheless the
use of vocal melody to remain, must show some reoson where-
fore the one should be thought a legal ceremony, and not the
other. In Church music* curiosity and ostentation of act, wan-
ton, or light, or unsuitable harmony, such as only pleascth the
ear, and doth nat naturally sérve tothe very - kind and degree of
those 1mptewonl which the maller ‘that .goeth with it, leaveth,
‘or is apt 1o leave’in men's ‘minds, doth 1ather blemish and dis-
grace thot-we do, than add- sither Heauty or fartheranes unto it.
‘On the other side, these faults prevented, the force and cfficacy
‘of the thing itself when it drowneth not'utterly, but ﬁ(ly sviteth
with matter altogether sounding fo the praise of God, is in truth
most admirable, end doth much edify, if not” the undemandmg,
because it teacheth not; yet surely the affection, because therein
it- worketh much, They must have hiearis véry dty and tough,
ftom whom the melody of the Psalms " doth not sometime draw’
that wherein a mind rellguomly aﬁ'ecled dehghleth.” “Itisnot

. Thc end of Cburcb-muvdc is to relieve lbe wesriness of. nlong
attention’; to make the mind more cheerful and compoml ; and
té'endear' the offices of religion. = It sliould therefoto imitate. the
| perfuime of thie Jewish tabernacle, and have as ' Tictle of the compo.
sition of common use as.is possible. - There must be no voluntary
maggots, no mnlmry tattoos, no light and gelliardizing notes ;. no-
thing that’ may make the fancy . trifling, or raise an impioper
thought.« this would be fo 'profane lbe service, and bring | lhe play-
house into the Church. Relijidus Batmony ‘must be moving; but
noble withal 3 grave, solemn, and : ‘sersphic; it for a martye - to

play, and an -ugel to hear. - It ahould be contsived so ss to warm
the best blood within us, and take hold of the. Boest part ot' the

uﬂ'eedou"-—Jm ‘Collier. Ewsys 11 p. 25

wonderful,” says Dr. Hawkins, the Reverend Provost of Oriel,
the latest authority [ can adduce,~—*1hat the organ has been so
long and so closely associatedd with sncred songs nnd sacred edie
fices, when it does not necessarily divert evena single Christian
from his own devotions, and yet so beautifully and nppropru
ately assists the devotions of the whole congregauon by m
magnificent composs, and its solemn tanes,”

Who that bas ever poured out his devotions within one of
England’s vencrablo cathuedrals, survivers of the Puritanic teme
pest, without feeling himself cowrapped in o frame of mind,
pure, spiritual, and scraphic? Asthe organ swells or sinks, be
rises and falls with its wings; he sonrs from o wotld of pain
into regions such ns Milton has described, und enjoys a fruition
such ns the snmo bard represents angels s enjoying, when they.
* civcle the throne of Ileaven rejoicing,” and. striks Hulleltunhn
from their gowcn barpe, 17 nught ol‘ earth intrude ivto: his
thoughts, it is perchance, a phssing vmon of the ungelic. Her~
bert wending his way to Salisbury 1o }usxc his * heaven .vpon
earth,” cathedial music,—or of the. blind. I n-vl\'mg the
ancient union of paet and musician, .t
pouring me'ndy into his own ears. Derchanco aiso when the’
worshippet’s overstrained imaginntion returns from wnndenng
tbrough the empyiean, where it has Leen lost in conjecturing the
condition of saints and martyrs in their beatified state, ho thinks
of those carthly means and appliances, which mnay assist him °
‘in attaining an immortality, the glorien and bLliss of which it is
Leyond the power of man to conceive. Among those he motnnlly
recollects that the ministrations of his fathers’ church, are:the
most cfficient; and filed with the genius of tho place, ravished
with the slrgins that softencd the Puriton Iconcclast, with the
monuments of ages around him, bothed in a flood of-varied light, -
peured through rith painted windows, and with the dust of gene-
rations beneath him, he vows within the sccret chambers of his
heart, that, while the breath of lifo is in his nostrils, he will des
fend the Lulwark of Englaud’s libertier, the Nationul Churehyams ™
internally he ejoculates, * when 1 forget thee, O1 thou church of
my country, mny my righthand forget ita cunning.” -  Let us,”.
—writcs the Quurterly Reviewer, whom 1 euspect t0:be Dr.
‘Southey,~—" Let us bring the sternest of our vorthern bretl:réh,
who cver dennunced the Popistical “Kist (v’ o’ whistles,’ and
place him within the choir of Yok, or in King's College cl)apél,‘
and if he be not entircly of Cnssius’s vein, we do not doult that
we should find him surprised into-involuntary devotion ; and
cven perhaps bowmg the lneo to Baal, There is uometlnng in,
-that wonderful metrumcm itself which the Puriton spirit would
rashly have assigned over to the enemy, the fulness.of: sound, ‘
without the visible eppeurance of haman ngeney, which- sppears:
singularly adapted 10 devotional purposes, -'We know little:of -
‘the human heart, we know little of our'own, if ‘multitudes have
not felt the purest devation heightencd by those sounds uccompas:
‘nying one of our.own simple scriptoral anthoms ;' if meny,” who'
were never disposcd to devotion Lefore, have Lot derived incaleds:
lable advontege from feelings (hus kindled for the fisst titae," = £

Thc Huarlem organ for u long limn bore the rejutation of boicg:
the largest in the woild; but' a writer in the Penny-Magazine
for 1634, statcs (hat the organs at Seville, Gmccls.z(Urpu ‘L
satia,) Marsoberg, Hambuigh, Wemgnuen CE Bcnrdiclinc;-
-monastery in Sunbia), und Tours, are all larger - thanthat:of:
1laarlem, and that tho new instruments ‘ot York aud Bitming::
‘ham exceed them all. I have very lately ‘met with an accoint:
of a wonderful organ at Freyburg in Switzerland, built- withfo™
the last six or. cight yeors, ond said to be capable “of: mﬂlutlngf
all other instruments, and the human voice. - The malcer, Mouer, "
now_about 75 years of uge, i reported 10 have declined:Luilding
one, on a similar plan, for the King of France, soying that he"
wos 100 old_ 10 build another, and that he wished his own cityfo
posscse the only instrument of the kmd in the world No one-
is allowed to see the interjor. N

The Jargest organ on this continent is, probal:ly, at Balllmou. o
ALAN FAIRFORD;

« Torohto, #th Febtuaty, 1838
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THE FIGURATIVE STYLE OF scmp*rtmﬁ
. CONTINUED,

Atthough sccpncal readers . of the Bible may be dupoud e
ridiculo some of those figures which sppeor to them extravagont,-
and even absord; yet any one who lends an imporiial attention”
to the subject, will clearly perceive that the occurrence of imnges
ry, which would be frcquently obscuse, and cometimes unintellis.
gable to us, wes 10 be expected ia any composition formed on ;
the model ¢f our sucred wmmgl. , o

Firsl, ‘The innovating hand of time hu rendercd many '
things cbsoleto; and, consequently, the ullua:ons wlnch in mela-
phorical language are made to those things must be dlﬂicuh, it
sot 1mponible, 1o be understcod, And when we vecollect tbu,_'.
sore poriiors of the Scriptures were writtcn more than 3000
yesrs ago, and (hat the Iatest of them were written between 1700;,
and 1800 years ago, it would have been very rémorkable bad wpff;
fost llgh( of non¢ of thuse customs and none of those events on
which the ﬁvurcs of Scripture aro foonded o

Sccondly. “Tho difference_ bLetween the scene and ;limale m ,
wlm:b the ancrcd writers lived, snd our own, l'orml uolbet Lar-
fier 1o the ngm undcmaudmg of their ﬁgufamo mmc. Tbul-,,.
prcvema us o(uzu from perceiving the foll, foice of. ° puuseovcn
when i’ beauty, chenbckn, powerfully offcets the. mmd.d
Thus, when the Psulmist soys, * As the kart mldl afier the

\wﬂl "8 own hnn?]-"""" .



