THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.
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would angels think of such unwonted trausactions in
haaven 3

ach things have taken place. Tf2 became the Babe
o Rethl:hem, thoush once he was the hing of kings
Hs baeame the Man of Sorrows, though onee in the
bosom of the Father, in whos? presence is jor, and at
whose right hand nre pleasures fer evermere.  How
vieh was e, but how veor did he becowme ¢ 13w plori-
ous, but how dishonvured was he mads in the ejesof @
fattea werld ! Llcre is o Lransaction which trouszonds
the ken of angels fully tofathoin. No wonder they
disive 1o louk 1o thcse things. To sec the Sovereign
of ten thousand worlds humble himgel'to bevowe a
man——to take on Bim the form of @ scrvant, to sub-
i to the infirmitics an?l temptations of humaniry,
transeended the conception of ihe wisest angel. What
think ye of Christ { Whose son ishe? .
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A CURSE AND A BLESSING.
Ir there be one cursz mere bitter than anoihizr to
wan, itis to be the ofsring of aw irreligibus howe ;
of s hoine where the voice of praiae and prayer aseends
not to Gord, and wiere the tics ¢f hminan wlieeticn are
not purificd and clevated by the refining iuilucnce of
peiigious fecling 5 of a home to which, il the cares er
the servows of B2 sh=ll bring relizion to the beartin
atter-days, What heart camnot tern wiliwul
ness ef teeling, without anguish aml vexation of spirit.
Jt'there b2 a curse Lo any coantry v hcre the trutls of
linien are known, the deepest und bitlerest eurse
which can be inthicted on itis x malitudz ol homes
sending Coeth Uicir sons unchecked in cvil thoughts,
aenballowed in their habits, and mtaught to love God 3
thz name and cross cf Jesus Christ stamped perhaps
vhoa their ferchead, but not written in their hearls ;
and they send them forth to prey upon the land, and
to bacomo its curse and its destruction.  But, un the
other hand, there is a blessing in the religious hame
which no tonguc can speak, no language can des-
eribe. “I'ic home where, in carly years, the heact
is trained to a love ef God, and to take pleasure in
his worship and service, interweaves with the exisi-
enco of nan’s holy affections, thoughts which die not
with the circumstances that gave them bivth 3 which
last long, even though they may for a scason b flor-
gotten und neglected 5 aud which exercise al least
same check upon the cvil of the human heart ; 2ed of-
ten, nay, cammonly, recull it to bear again the voice
of God, and to retwrn to tha paths of holixess and
peace. How great, how unspeakable is the happiness
of & land where hotnes like this are comwmon '—XKase.

THE FAMILY CIRCLE.

From the Boston Moaither’s Assistant.

Twe object in publishing the fvllowing communication
is to show parents the great importance of maintain-
ing in their familics, without interruption or cessution,
and in the prescnce of strangers as well as their own
houschold, Femily Prayer. We are acquuinted with
the writer.  He says, in a private note, 1 have tra-
velled the dowpward road which leads to death, twene
f7-two years, 1 zought and obtained what J imagin-
ed was read pleasure, Lul 1 can now say that the last
yearofmy life has aflorded 10e that sweetl peace of mind
to which this world is @ strunger.”—LEp.

TIIE FAMILY ALTAR.

Never shall I ferzet the fivst time 1 bowed my knee
at the ¢ Fumily Altar.””  Biing somenhat out of
health Jast year, I left the cdiy of New Verk 1o spend
a few months in the country, by the adviee of my phy-
sleiun. I visited a gelative vho resides a short dis-
tance from the city. 1120y beme,  eareless sinner. 1
had been, and was then, teking bread sirides in the
road which leads to death. I spent my precious time
in devising plans Coc the comlort of my peor body,
without thinking [ kad en inuorial spirit to scye, and
ftforthe shy. I wasconstantly treasuring up wrath
azuinst the day of wrath, :

On the mrning efier iny arrival, T arese as usua),
without thanking Ged fer preserving my worthless life
during the night. was soon assembled with the rest
round the ¢ Feamily Hter,” and with them, for the
first time, howed my knce in prayer ; but while they
viere effering up their marning sucrifice, T was thought-
less, unconcerned—merely an idle looker-on. In this
wanmer I passed five moutks. VWhen ubout returning
ty this wicked, bat highly-lavaared city, my kind ye-
lative offercd up prayer in my behall. ~ 0, how ufiec-
tionately did he pray, that my delenceless head might
b covered with the shadow of the great Jchovah's
wing. He prayed that T might b snatched as nbrand
from the burning, and that I might know no rest if! I
tound it in Jesus : that | mizht be induced to lny 1y
weapons of rebellion at my Saviour’s fect, and be re-
solved to

 Fight against my God no more.”

His prayer was henrd and answered. I returned to
this city, an awakencd, though not a eonveried sinner.
1 saw my lost and ruined condition while wandering
fur.from God,but soon mixed again with the gay world,
1 left no moans untricd todrive (rem me the moun-

tain weixht that opgressed me sorcly. 'I:l!e ¢ Family
Alar® was ever present 0 my vicw. I'hc praycrs
which had been oflered in my behalf were ever rulg}l‘ng
in my ears, My worldly associntes~-they ‘l:h?h nd
been the hoppy and joyous companions cf my boyhoo

hours—ihey whe,like myselfhod their aflcetions sc? on;
the thines of this world—they with whom 1 had passce

L DS, ) hied
ans a festive night at the bacchanalian board, hailed
i 2 and threw their arms

ay retuen with great pleasure, b
:'pyun to reccive the. M;' feclings were ill({cscrlbahlc! 1
dared not tell them vhat was passing in my breast.
‘Fhey socn however decuyed me iuto their vanks; but
4 thousand stings within my breast were depriving
wy soul ctease.” 1 saw my lost and undone condi-
tion, while wandering from God, bul was nshamcq lo
acknowlcdge what Il T was ashamed to own I1im
whom angrls delight to praise. 1 knew nol what to
do. The Llely Spirit sirove with me day and night.
I continually beheld the Saviour of mankind nailed to
the accursed tree. | consiantly heard his voice ring-
inz in my cars, ¢ This is the way, walk yeinit’? My
feclings at Jact becume 100 powerful Songer to stifle.
I caw that, if ashamed 10 confess Jesus Christ and him
crucified before man, he would be ashamed to acknow-
ledge me belure his Pather which is in Hea\'cn., 1re-
solvedd to sceks iy soul's salvation; ard on Thurs-
day eveeing, Jaumary 6, 1842, T firs bent my knee at
ihe altar of Gied, in the characler of an humble peni-
lent, crying—

¢ [Tere, Lord, T give mysclf away,

"Tis afl that ) can do.”?

Ying up what T considered a croes of
ht, thal my Savour hore _llzc heaviest
part. I also socn lcund peace and joy in believing.
1 found Him whom iy soul desired wlove.  The Sun
of Righteonsness ayese in my heurt, and turpsd my
darkness intoday !:
+ ¢ My chains fcll off, my soul was frec.”

I went forth, delermited to follow my Saviour,
throngh evil as well as good repert.  Although more
than a year has passcd, T am still happy in a Saviour’s
love. I have ahope in my beart, tull of 1mm9rlul.ll{
and eternal life, and this hope 1 would not relinquish
for ten thousnnd worlds.
I have sought pleasure in every form. I was nur-
sedin the lap of plenty, having al my disposal almost
all which this wotld can give., My associates were
thosu wha, like mysclf, imazined they were gathering
honey ¢ from every opening flower.””  But I have
learnied, and O that they might learn, that—

¢ Each pleasurc has its poison too,

And cvary sweel a snare.™
1 now know truc happiness is to be found, and I
rejolee ihal, thosgh unworthy, T fec! that my name is
registered in the Lamb’s book of Lfc, nnd that if the
ccearthly housc of this tabernacle were disselved, |
have a house not made with hands, eternal in (he
Heavens.,” Ifmy happy scul should be required of
me this nizht, I could exclaim, *“ Tby will—not mine
—Oh Lord, be done 7 1 know 1het ¥ am an heir to
an imperishable cronn, which the Lord, the vighteous
Judge, will give to me in that day when he will come
to make up his jewels; and not to me only, bul to
all those vho walk uprightly.
New Yori Ciiy, Junuary, 1843,

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

NesTonraxs.—Dr, Grant wiiles from «Tiyary,
the Ancient Assyria, Oct. 21,” that he is making
encouraging progress in his work. On the 7t
of Octaber, he went half way to Amadich, to meet
Mr. Hinsdale ; and the next day, being just three
years from the time when he himsell first entered
the country, was enabled to introduce this, his
first fellow Jalorer.  Mr. Hinsdale had with him
cight or nine mules, Jaden with Syriac Seriptures,
household furniture, &§e. The road by which he
reached Ashitafrom Awmadich,is much better than
that formerly travelled by Dr. Grant, and is found
perfectly practicable for loaded mules, A lady
may ride the whole distance.

Oct. 28.—Dr. Grant vwrites that on the previous
day, the Roman Catholic ¢¢ Chaldean®’ Bishop of
El-koosh, and an Italian pricst, arrived at Ashita,
and presented themselves to the patriarch.  The
patriarch, however, treated them with a cool ¢i-
vility, and professed 1o have no desire for their
labors among his people. His friendship to the
American mission appeared undiminished. These
[:/z;plsls prokably reasoned thus : ¢ Dr. Grant and
Mr. Hinsdale have entercd the country. We
can follow them ; and if any evil befall us, we
can asserd that 1t was through their influence ;
and then France will have an cxcuse for inters
fering in our behalf, just as she has done at the
Sandwich Islands.” Their arrival shows the ne~
cessity of reinforcing this mission, cven though

1 found, on
mountain we

the treasury be embarrassed,

JERuSALEM AND TuE JEWS.—A letter from
Mr. Whiting gives some acconnt of an interesting
movement among the Jews. In November, three
Rablics declared themselves in favor of be-xstiay,.
and took up their abode, temporarily, at the

ity ]
hglise of Mr. Lwald, 2 conveyted Jew? wlo i3
laboring in connexion with Bishop Alexander.

The excitement among the urbelieving Jews was
oreat. The Rabbics were Induced to return to
their friends. They said, however, that their
and that, after scitling

faith was still unshaken :
some secular affairs, tiley would come  beek.

They were taken to the synagogue, abused, and
even beaten.  Two of them escaped, and return-
ed th Mr. Ewald’s. Subscquently, however, they
again returned to the Jews. The English mis-
sionaries knew not what to think of them. It
appeared evident that it was diflicult cven for u
tiue believer, to break away from Rgbbnmcal in-
fluence at Jerusalem, and become a visible Chris-
tian. Tt was reported that many Jewshad become
secrelly believers in Christ, and had been wait-
ing for hese three Rabbies to declare themselves.
The unbelicving Rabbies commenced an investi-
eaticn, and found thirty-six Jews favourably dis-
posed lowards Christianity. T

Some, who have had much to do with missions
to the Jews, believe that their present bitter hos-
tility to Christianity is mostly the result of the
cruel persecution which they have endured, and
will disappear under the influence of kinder treas-
ment from Christian pewers. Dr. Anderson said
that he had seen a lctter from a Hindoo, which
stated that it was repotied among the Jews in in-
dia, that one of the monarchs of Europe had join~
ed with the Qucen of England, to establish an
independant community of converted Jews in
Palestine, and to compel the Turks to respeet
their independence.  The London Jews Socicly
hes a mission at Smyrna, and twe missionaries at
Constantinople ; where Mr. Schauffler is also la.
boring among the Jews.

DECISION OF A CONVERTED HEATHEN,

Dr. Prince relates the following anecdote of a ra-
tive of Cape Coast, by name J. W. Christian.

<« He lately exemplified & firmness and chari-
ness of conduct which I question not was of hea-
venly inspiration, and the lack of which so ofter
dislizures the form of Christianily, essomed by
morc experienced professors.  He was invited to
a feast, where it was probable sinful practices
might be adopted,—it was on the occassion of &
wedding of one of his intimate associates,—a
perscn of ehief importance in their rank. Chris-
tian, dressed in his best apparel, went at the ap-
pointed hour § but his heart smote as he reached
the scenc of festivity, and sugeested, ¢ If I stay,
I may say somcthing sinful, or do something to
erieve the Lord Jesus; Il therefore return home.?
He did so, and in spite of his wife’s remonstrance,
put off his visiling altire : and though solicited hy
repeated messages from the bridegroom, stood for
a long time firm to his resolve. For a moment
there was a little vacillation, caused by his wife’s
urging that he would offend his friend ; but then
conscience prevailed ; end by way of removing
himsell still further from the temptation, undress-
edand went to bed. There was an interval, how-
ever, before this last means of defence was adopt-
ed, which he employed in reading the word of
God, and in kneeling to thank him for havin

iving him the power to refiain., 1 questione
him narrowly atthe time he incidentally -related
this anccdele, during a conversation upon the
danger from ungodly sociely, to discover the na-
ture of his motive, and whether it had been free
from that taint. I said to him, ¢ Christian, after
all that you have told me had passed, did you
feel pleased with yourself, and think that Ged
was better pleased with you ?* ¢ No, sir,” he re-

lied, <1 only thank Gm{(hat he put it into my
heart not Lo ¢in aginst him.> 8

Rorrert HaLpaxr, Esa.-~The decease of Ro~
bert Haldane, Esq. isjust announced in our Lon-
don papers. "Mr. IL, was on many accounts ono
of the most remarkeble men of his'age. The heir
of a large estate, and one of the most beautiful
in Scotland, he freely parted with it, in order that
he might use the proceeds in advancing the couse
of Chnst: . He first sugzested the noble scheme of
evanaelizing India; and it was with a view to
this that he sold his property, Thwarted in this
by the interdict of the Government and the sel-

fishness of the East India Company, his attention



