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was o ﬂrom‘: thit'he lamented being obli-
sed to pafs through- the fiery feafon of
'youth, during which there are fo many
termptations that may feduce to immorali-
ry. * How wretched 2 period of hfe,® aid
},-tis youth! Wherefore did, tise gods,
who cruelly fport with the calamities of
men, urdain them to pafs through thae flate
which iy divided between the fports of
foily and the agonies of defirc? Why is
not iy heid already hoary, and why do
not my fteps falter on the brink of the
grave ¥’

Young and old men are too apt to look
vpon themfelves as quite different beings,
and to live in a flate of oppolition, and e-
ven a fort of hoﬁuny to cach other, To
mcreafc good will is te add to the general
ftock 'of human happinels; and it is re-
commended to us by the hlhhcﬂ authority
ro confider all men ‘as our brethren, 1
think that young micn and old may by ha.

Bituzl efforts o refiedtion artain (o a con- -

fant imprefhon of this truth, that they
sre the fame” bemgs in age as in youth,
~writh only the -differsrce of circomilances
2ttendarit vpon thefe feveral flates of ex-
Jfience. Were a 'ynung man o have
firongly before him the perfpafion that he
Rimfelt is'to be . cld, and an ol
have fironely bc.fore him the remembrance
that he himfelf was young, there wonld
rot be—that-antipathy. between thz two
flates which is too often to be found. The
Llfih principle would” operate more ex-
tenfively opon both. Youth would re-
“werence age, and age would love youth;
_as 3 man thinks of bimfelf with Kindnefs,

whether he locks forward to the calmuels

f

than themfclves.
man to-. .

,dd'vcntme; of two S:/icrs.

Telrm:chus whofe admnranon of virtue’

and drowfinefs of his cvenmg hours, or ta
his a&live and (prightly Rate in the morn-
ing. The tranfition (rom you(h to age s
fo imperceptible, that the notion of our
identity is never broken. [t feems firange
then, that there (hould be the idea of fo
wide a diftin®icn -batween the two
ftares.

While T am writing thn Effay, 1 find
myfelt about middle age, computing life

‘according to the calculation of the Royal

Pfalmitt. From the point therefore where
Y row am, I qzn mott imparrially judge of
youth and old age; and although 1 were
to have any bias it mult be ‘réafonably
fuppoied to be rather in favour of that
to which I am advancing, than that which
1 have left bebind me, | mui¥ fairly ac.

~knowledge thar in my opinion the difa.

greement betwezen young men and old is
owing rather 1o the fault of the Later than
of the former.  Young men, though Keen
and |mpcxuous, are ufually very -well dif-
pofed to receive the counfels of the old, if
they are treated with gentlene(s, sad as
their minds are nct\as yet taughe diftruft
by rejented dil‘appoimnunt ot fretted by
painful incidents, they give large credit
for wifdom to thoft who hava lived longcr
But old men forget in
a wondcriul degree, their own fezlings in
the early “part of life, are angry hecaufe .
the young men are not as fedate @n the
feafon of effervelcence as they are, would
have the fruit, when by the courfe of 'na-
ture there fthould bé enly the blotffom, and
complain becanfe anodthur gencration has
pot been able to afcend the ftleep of pru.
dence in the fourth part of tHe tine which
they themfclves have taken. .

The CH: XRACTERS and ADVEN FU

2 ES of T\&O SL)TC’(S of d:f':rent X\’-

CLINATIONS,

NQPHTA and Awvrelia were, ﬁﬂert
fmall forrunes,’z2nd the whole- cftaprmg
“of a couple, who had niore goodneli in
“ them than w afdom..

with a diftindtion that
vigws, from a dnpant/ (hat was.apparent
in their perfons.

&ophia was beautiful in herform as well

" as feareres, ‘which ‘were carly the infpirers
‘efthat. kind .of flattery {rom beholders,

that has'a’ rendcncy to~the nnﬂnadmg of’

Ju(‘gmcm i parengs being commoniy -as

{2 chmhxc ot f'.ch Lind ofinfufions, as the.
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They. werenear of #n’
. ‘age, and educated in coramon ;. but #ill -
created different’

- a#nge.

© Continual admiration was the infpirer '
_of common™ vanity in the parents and
daughter, who were eamy brought to be. .
heve, that beauty comprehended ald meric,

-and entitlzd its poffel"ur 1o 4} advantagés.
. Full of this opinion, the parents as well as
‘ .dkuL.ner thought, thatio be feen would

be (uficicnt to fucceed., . i

With. this visw Sophia was prepated for
gay life; and her fmall forzuce deflined to
the-fupport of a- recomm»rd.nnr) appear~
\hc was introduced into companyy
became extenfively acquamten,' appeared
'much in’ pubhc, and \.\as zcncrnny admn--

,red.

Oun-."aw;y carcf'~d bv (he utddy and
- L musfcrccc



