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EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS

TO THE BPHESIANS,

‘t‘“l_\ll, who isalso called Theophorus, to the Church which is at Ephesus, in
N 513, most deservedly happy ; béing blessed through the greatness and full-

%3 of God the Father, and predestinated before the world began, that it

hoylq be always unto an enduring and unchangeable glory ; being united

424 chosen through his true passion, according to the will of the Father,

tod J(e;“l Christ our God ; all happiness, by Jesus Christ, and his unde-
Tace.

:‘ I uAvE heard of your name, much beloved in God, which ye
‘lle: Very justly attained by a habit of righteousness, according to
bej aith and love which is in Jesus Christ our Saviour: how that
of EE followers of God, and stirring up yourselves by the blood
targ) Tist, ye have perfectly accomplished the work that was conna-

Unto you. For hearing that I came bound from Syria, forthe
Won name and hope, [viz. of Christ,] trosting through your
K:i:sto fight with beastsat Rome; that so by suffering I may
ffer; e indeed the disciple of him who gave himself to God, an
they 18 and sacrifice for us, (ye hastened to see me.] [ received
v, ore, in the name of God, your whole mnltitude in Onesimus ;
R‘lh by inexpressible love is ours, but according 1o the flesh is your
wg P} whom! bescech you by Jesus Christ, to love; and thelyou
all sirive to e like unto hin. And ¥h%2d de God, who has
kn%:;dhunto you, who are 50 worthy of him, to enjoy such an cxcel-
shop.
b 2. For what concerns my fellow servant Burrhus, and your most
:’;’;’ deacon in things pertaining to God ; I entreat you that he
a

N rry longer both for your's and your Bishop’s honor. And

2 1 28 also worthy both our God and yoa, whom I have received
. the pa

) ttern of your love, hasin all things refreshed me, as the
"ither of our Lord Jesus Christ shall also refresh him ; together
Aay Onesimus, and Burrhus, and Eaplus,and Fronto, in whom [
j,,e 38 to your charity, seen allof you. Aundmay Ialways have
,,uof ou, if ¥ shall be worthy of it. It is therefore fitting that
y“.' ouldby all means glorify Jesus Christ who hath glorified
the that by a uniform obedience ye may be perfectly joined to-
.’“‘i" in the same mind, and in the same judyment; and may all
Jeey. the same things concerning every thing ; and that being sud-
N“’J/lmr Bishop, and the P1esbytery, y¢ muy be wholly and tho-
3 h{\' 'anhfed. i
txy. 1hese things [ prescribe to you not as if I were somebody
dinary : %csn- though I am bound for his name, 1 am not yet
We"t In Christ Jesus. Butnow I begin tolearn, and I speak to
‘ih:‘fellow-disci[ﬂes together with me. For I oughtto have been
Tedgp by you, in faith, in admonition,in patience, in long st
&:ﬁ= but forasmuch as charity sufers me not to besilent towards
v, Dave first taken upon me to exhort you, that ye would all
. 08ether accordingto the will of God. ~ For even Jesus Christ,
"superable life, is sent by the will of the Father; as the bishe
3‘1’ Ppointed unto the utmost bounds-of the earth, are by the will
4 Ch!‘ist.
1 M herefore it will besome you to run together according to the
' 'fsouerlwp, «s also yedo. For your famous Presbylery,
N ,he'" of God, is fitied as exnctly to theBishop, as the strings aré
Jog hr!p. Therefore in your ooncord, and agreeing charity,
hrist is sung : and every single peYson among you makes
o 5" Chorus : that so being all consonant in love, and taking up
the 'g”i"f God, ye may in a perfect unity, with one voice, sing to
Mther by Jesus Christ ; tothe end that he may both hear you,

and perceive by your works, that ye are indeed the members of his
Son: wherefore it is profitable for you to live in an unblamable
unity, that so ye may always have a fellowship with God.

5. For if Iin this little time have had such a familiarity with
your Bishop, I meannot to carnal, but spiritual acquaintance with
him ; how much more must I think you ha?y who are 5o joinied to
him, as the Church is to Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ . the
Father ; that soall things may agree in the same unity ? Let no
man deceive himself : ifa man be not within the altar, he is depriv-
ed of the bread of God. For if the prayer of one or two be of suck
force, aswe are told, [Matt. xviii, 19.] how much more powerful
shall that of the Bishop and the whole Churchbe ? He therefore
that does not come together into the same place with it, is proud,
and has already condemned himself. For it is writlen, ** God ye-
sisleth the prond,” [James iv, 6.] FLetus take heed thereof, that
we do not set ourselves against the Bishop, that we may be subject 14
God.

6. The more any one sees his Bishop silent, the more let him
revere him.  For whomsoever the master of the house sends to be
over his own’household, we“oucht in like manner to receive him, as
we would do him that sent him, I1tis thercfore evident that we
ought to look upon the bishop, even as we would do upon the Lord
himself. And indeed Onesimus himself does greatly commend your
good order in God ; that you %e according to the truth, and
that no heresy dwells among ybu.® For neither do ye hearken to
any one more than to Jesus e'grist speaking to you in truth,

7. For some there are who carry about the name of Christ in de-
ceitfuluess, but do things unworthy of God; whom ye mnst flee
as ye woulddo so many wild beasts. For they are ravening dogs,
who bite secretly : against whom ye must guard yourselves, as
men hardly to be cured. Thers is one physician, both fleshly and
spiritual ; made and not made ; God incarnate ; true ¥<ein death ;
both of Mary and of God ; first passable, then impassable ; even
Jesus Christ our Lord.

8. Wherefore let no man deceive you; as indeed neitherareye
deceived, being wholly the servants of God. For inasmuch as
there is no contention, nor strife among you, to trouble you, ye
mustneeds live according to God’s will. My soul be for yours;
and Imyself the expiatory offering# for your Church of Ephesus, so
famous throughout the world. They that are of the flesh cannot do
the works of the Spirit; neither they that are of the Spirit the
works of the flesh,  As he that has faith, cannot be an infidel : nor
he that is an infidel have faith. But even those things which ye
do according to the flesh are spiritual ; forasmuch as ye do all
things in Jesus Christ. '

9. Nevertheless Thave heard of some who have passed by you,
having perverse doctrine : whom’ye did not suffer to sow among
you; ‘but stopped your cars, that ye might not receive those things
that were sown by them : as being the stones of the temple of the
Father, Erepared for his building ; and drawn up on high by the
¢ross of Christ, as by an engine; using the Holy Ghost as the rope;
your faith being your support ; and your charity the way that leads
unto God. Yeare theregn‘e, with*all you companions in the same

journey, full of Giod ; his spiritnal temples, full of Christ, full of
holiness ; adorned in all things with the commandsof Christ: in
whom also I rejoice that I have been thought worthy by this pre-
sent Epistle to converse, aud joy together with you ; that with res-
pect to the other life, ye love nothing but God only.
*® To appease the heathen persecutars—Ed.
: (To be Continued. )



