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CHAPTER XXVIL-Cntinued.

For three happy years I lived under that
friendly roof. I was betweeu fifteen and six-
teen vears of age when the fatal inheritinice
from my' motiher ,ast its first shadow on my
life. One rniserale day the wife's motherly
love for tue changed. l ai instant, to the
j.aloutms hiatred that never forgi ve s Can iyou
guess the reasoii ? hlie husband fell in love
with me.

1 , J was innocent ; I was blateless. lie
owned it irnself to the clergyman who was

with hi at bis hidath. By that itimle years
had passed-it wlis too late to jtifytif' ue.

He -was at aune (when I ws umider his
care) -heza :xaun are ustialy supposed to regard
women with tranquillity, if not with indimfer-
ence. It had beni the habit ofi years with
me, to look onii him as my second father. In

lac innocent ignorance Of the feeling which
resaly inspire-iunu, I permitted him to in-

dulge in little pati rrial famuiliarities with rue,
whicih intlaed Lisgtuila pssion. His wife
discovered him-ioit i N 'Io words carn le-

cribe myaston hei nt au horror when thi
fir coiutb-ak of hcr indignation forcl on me.
the k snld of the truth. On uny knees I
decared uyself isltles On my knet-s i mx-

ptor ed her t i sustice to yni prurity and My
vouth. At othr bimes the SWeetest and the

moift considrate ot nuen. ji-alouisy had noiw
transfoirned- hr to a perfeut fury. lhe ac-
cuse-d aie of delie.,ratelv euncouraging him
she dtre ui she w:ould turns ie out of the
hoinsuNewith her wrn hanids. Like other ease-
temp.erdnt- n cli, her husbtand had rierves of
ang.r in hi whih lit ias dangerous to pro-

v'oüke. Whun his wif' lited h-r hand agaiust
ne he lost als si-'c-ntrl on bis side. tie

openilv to d hr thsiat lif- ws worth nothi ng tol
him witiuiitu mibe; he oi-enl avowed-l his resot'-

in l. to go with ue vhn I Ilft the hu'e.
The niaiienLd woman srized him h b , eari

-I caw that, asi sawuc nia t0ore. I ran out into
the strect, panic-stric-ken. A cab wa pasin
I got into it, beforc lie culd îopen thehoue
door. and tdrove to the only place of refuie1 I
could think oi-a saihl olpj, kept iy the
wiiowed st-r o one nf our servants. JIIre

I btained sclter for the utizlt. hre ne'-xti
day hle is-coveed aie. lie male his vile pro.
poSals ; hi e tue u tse whole of his for-
tune : he id'ciielared his rt-solution. say .what I
rnight, to reuarn the iext day. That inight, by

h-lp of the god womilan who hadio bailîken care
Of me-under c fovir of the arknes, s if I

ad ben bt blaue !-I was secretlv renove-id
to the East Eud ilf Londin, aiid pliced under
the charge -f su tru-t wrhjorthyperson who lived
in a verv hunbl -wav, by ltng lodgings.

"Here, in a litrtle ack arret ait the top of
the hse, I was thrown agjainmi on the world at
an age weni it was ioubly prrilou-s for Me t
he left to my own r esonurce:s to earn the breai
I eat, and tie roof tiat cove-red m%.

"1I claimr no c writ to myslf-oung as I
was ; plac-d as I was betwe uen the e-asy life of
Vice' and the: iard life of %Virtue-for acting as
I did. The man cimply iorriied men: my
natural impulse was to e'scape from him. But
let it b rememberl lbine I approach the
saIdest pant of myss sal story, that I was an
innocent girl, ani that I was at least not to
blamnu.

"Forgive me for dwelling as I have done
On MYi carlyea1rs. I shrink from spîaking
of the events tihat are- still to cone.

In losintie e otrn fi my first beneftc-
tress, I bai, in my fri-ndless position, loit all
hold onan honiest life-except th-a one frail
hold of Tehlwork The only reference- of
whic I cousld rOw dipose wa, thi" recomm,-n-
dation of mu'- ie by-ny lailuldy t-o a placof
busiris wh iaruely en ployed expert
nfeecliewomc-n. It is di-ilrss for uie. t-o t.ll
you how rnieiirably work of that sort is remin-
nerated-ys-ou hav read about it in the news-
pfiprs. A s k>rg amy he lti lasten, i -cn
trived to hive aind to kep c u'-ç t of deb t . . Few
girls (culi have r.sisted as lot ias I did the
slowly-poi'.oning ionluns of c rowded work-
roonssm isurlis 'i-nt nouirisîhmtent, and a lnost
ttal privation of ex rei',- yNIv life as a eni lii
had leen a l' in th iop-i air-it hal helped
to strnigthen'm a consittutioni iaturally hardy,
naturally free from all uint of he'reditarv dis-
ease. But ny time came ait lsit. Under the
cruel stress laid on it my health gave way. I
was struck down iy low ft,-ver, and s-ntence
was pronuricel on mine by My fililow-lorgers:
' Ah, poor thing, her troubli:s will soon be at
an end 

i The prediction might: have proved true-
I might never have committcdu the errors and
'nîdured the sufferings of after-years--if I had
fallen ill in anlotherl house.

" But it wa ns ygood, or ny evil fortune-
I dare not.say which-to have inte'rcestp'î in

mmi>,I aid my s'rovii-' ais a, : at a subtir-

a tï.ss ii ,w wh su upiecoU n i

mine. Except when ber stage-duties took
ber away for two or three hours in the eveu-
ing, this noble creature never left ny bedside.
111 as she could afford it, ber purse paid my
inevitable expenses while I lay helpilss. The
landlady, moved by ber example, accepted
liait the weekly rent of my roomuî The doctor,
with the Christian kindness of bis profession,
would take no fees, Ail talit the tenierest
care could accomplish was lavished on nie;
my yonth and ny constitution did the resit. I
struggled back to lift-and then i took up my
needile again.

i It tuay surprise you that I should have
failed (havingan actress for iy' dearest frieid)
to tise the meanxs of introduction thus uoTered
me to try the stage-especially as my childish
training hail given me, in soie snall degree,
a familiarity withi the Art.

Il 1bail oly n'one motive for shriiikinxg fron
an appearance at the theatre ; but it was
strong enough to induce nue to subituit to any
alternative that remained, no inatter huowv
hsopeless it mnight b. If I shouwedi mnystelf on
the public stage, my discovery by the min
from whom I had escapel wouldl be only a
question of time. I knew him to bc' abituailly
a play-goer, and a subscriber to a theatrical
newspaper. I bad even heard him speak of
the theatre to which my friend wast attached,
and compare it adIvamntageously with places of
amusement of far higher pretensions. Son"r
or Iter, if I joined the company, ie wotulil be
certain to go andsiee l the new actress."T'he
The iare thought of it reconciled i m- to r-
turninz tc. my needle. Befure I was stronsg

ernough to eclure the atmosphere of th,
arowdered iwork-ruom, I obtained permission,
as a favour. to resume myx occupation at lboue.'

Strly my choice was the choice of a
virtuous girl? And v-t, the dlayv wie I re-
turned to my needle w as the fatal day of imîy
life.

i b1had now not oily to provide for the
wantis of the passing hour- lhaid my udebtus tio
pay. IL was onlyv 0to lie donte by toi1l ing hatder
than tver, and by living uîmore poorly than
ever. I soo n paid the penalty. in my we-ik-
enled state, of ladtin- such a lit'- -a tis aOne
evening my head turnei suiiddeIly git i; mv
huart throbbed frighitfuilly. I manage-d to
open tiei window, andi to lut the fresh air into
the room; and I fueltirtter. hl't I -was not
stulûiiently recovered to le abile t, thread my
needle. I thoughit to myself - If I go out for
half an hour, a little ex-ruise mav pu t me
rigit again.' I bai not, as I suppose. b-en
orut more thwan ten minrutes, when the attaick
fronm which I had sufferedil in niv' roomn was1
re nxewed. There was no shop near in whiclh
I coutld take refuige, tried to ring ith-il
of th cneuare t hotuse-door B-for1 I ou tld
reach it, I fainted in the treet

i How long hunger ani weaknu..ss -leut me at
the mercy of the first u:rang.:r ho nighti
pas 'b, it i.mposibe for mne toi sac.

" When I pa-tially recoveredl my senses I
was conscious of being under shelter sot"-
where, and of having a wine glasis sontaining i
some cordial drink held t' umy ips by a man.
I managed to swal lowv-I ldon't know how it-
tie, or hot<w much. The stimulant had su tvery
strange tTect n me. R'-eviin " on at first. it
ended in stîupefyvinig me'. I luo-t my venuets
once more.

"I When I next rei-overeId my-lf the day
was breaking. I was in a bid. in a strang-
room. A nameless terror -sized me. I called
out. T'r'e or four wonit- c-ans- in. whose
faces betrayed even to ny insexje r- i e'es
the shamele-s infamy of their liv. i startel
up in myhed; I imptltor'd thtiii to tl mtit.
where I was and wiat ha haipned

' Spart ne! I cai siy nu m-r" Not ling
isince, you heard Miss Rosb-rry call tmi' ln
ouitcast fronm the streets. Now yoi know---as

Goi is my judge I am seaking tie trusti!
now eout know what made me an outitcast and
in what measure I deserved my diisgrace."

ler voicie faltered, lier reisolution failed hier,
for the first time.

l Give me a few minuts, she said, in low,
plteading tones. " If I try to go on now, h am
afraid I shall crv.

She took the chair which Julian had placied
for lier, turniing lier face aside so that neither
of the men could se' it. One, of her bands
was prtsised over ber bosom, the other hung
listlessly at lier sidi,

Julian roFe From the place that h bail oc-i'i.
pied. lorace neithier movc<l nr spoke flis
head was on lits breast ; the traces of tears on
bis cheeks owned mitely that she had ttouched
his heart. Wouild he forgivo her ? Jul ian
passeod on, and apjsruachid Mercy's chair.

li silence he took the hand which hung at
ber side. lu silence lie lifted it to his lips
and kissed it, as ber brotiher might havc kissed
it. She Started, hut sbe never hook1d up.
Sone strange fuar of disricivery seemedqi to
possess ber, ' Hoaracu," sic whuispered-t timidl y.
Julian male no reply. lfe wn,-t back to is
place, and allowed her to think it was forace.

The sacrificeu was inme.i enough-eling
toiwards ber as h, fit-to boe worthy of théc
man who made it.

A few minutes ha*i heen al she asked for.
In a few minutes sh turned towards thein
again. Her sweet voico wat steady once
more: ;ber eyes rest-d saftly on Ilorai.e a uhe

wntion.
" i. W t w it ibifa afrierdllýe girl

in my position to (o, when the ftull knowiedge
of the outrage had been revealed to me ?

eif I bad possessed near and dear relatives to
protect and adviso me, the wretches into
whose hands I had falleniniglt have felt the
penalty of the law. I knew no iore of the
formalities which set the lawI Il motion than a1
child. lint I had another alternative (yon
will say). Charitable societies wouild have re-
ceived me and helped nie, if I had staîted xMy
case t thein, I knew no mare ofthe charit-
able societie, than i knew of the law, At
least, then,I might have gone bal;ck to the honest
peopfle amiong whom I hald lived ? When I
recovered mny freedoin, after an interval of
soine daiys, i wlsasiiieid to go back to the
hone'st people. Ieadessly and hopelessiy,
without sin or choice of mine, I drifted, as
thousanis of otier wVnen whave idrifted, into
the lif! which set a mark ounine for the rest of
mîy days.

" Are uyou surprisied t tlihe ignotira nce whi ch
this confession reveasI ?

" You, who havce yor solicitors to inforin
you of legal remedi-s, and your newspapers,
circuilars, and active friends, to souind the
praises of charitable instituitiois continually
in your ears-you, who posscss tiese advan-
tages, have no idea of the onter worid of ig-
norance in which your lost fellow-creatures
live. They know nothing (unless they are
rognes accustomed to prey on society) of yonr
benevolentt sîchines to help thiem. The pur-
pose of publie charities, and the way ta dis-
cov"r andti apply to thern, ougit to be po-tei'd
at the corner of evere ytreut. What do e
krow of pumblic diînnr and<i eloqiuent sermons 1
and neatly-printed circtulars ? Every noie and
then the case of soeme firori creauîre gener-
ailly ,ft awomlai), w ho h a' incomi ttedl suicide,
within live muintes' walk, perhapt, of an in-
stitution which woIld have- p d itst dors
to hier, appots in the n-wspapers, shocks

yon dreadfulyhad iten forgottc: again.
Take as munlh pain ito ake cbaritiese anil

asvlIms known among the peplie wlthou
money. aLs art- taken l muake a nîew play, a
new journ.al, or a ' wn mediciie k no wni anmong
le peopI t'o'nth rnos, and yoilu will sa v

manv a !ot creature who ise jprishing now.
il Yu will for.zive and iundersandci ie if I

say no moitre of this o prid if iy lif. Le-t Ie

passt to the ie'w incidnt in my career which
brouigit nie for the ond tinue before the
ptible ntice in a court of law.

- Sa as my experieice ha t -been, it ba;notà
taumght u sto think iîll of hiuman nature. I
hadi fiound kindahart o fetl for ie in ny

1ormer troIlie a ; and 1I haid fis--faithfl,
selft-denyin, en trerouxs friendsl-arnoung myi
sis.-ters in ailversity now. Oneit- of thî,-eie poor

womnen (slhe has gone, i in glol to t bink,
fromu lhe% worldi that uied hr -vhard ly) epe-
cialiv attract-d m5y symipathïci S'e wi thle
genti-t, thi llot tuseierh:ature I ha-ve
ever mett wttîî. W e lived Itogetier like istirs.

Mare than once, in thc dark hourut when tie
thought of sef-destruction coues ta a desper-
ate worman, thIe imagiie of ruxy poor devoted
friend, ltt ta sufer alon-, ro, ii my mind
and restraîinied Me. Yon will hardiv under-
staind it, but ev-n -!-e liai our happy days.
When shei or i hal a few hilling s to par,
we 1ued to loTer one another little presenlts, andt
enjoy Our simple plasuire in giving and re-
ceiving ai keey as if we aild been the most
reptatuiole' womtl',rm Hving.

I Oe lday I took nm y lvfiend inlIto a shop to
buy her a ribbon--onle a tjw for hier irves.
She Ias tIo chooise it, and 1I was to pay for it,
and it Wats to be tihe prettieet ribbon that

msîone'V could bîur.
"T'shop wf full ; we haud to wait a littIe

before we- cojuld be se-rved.
-Next to ra', as i stood at theu cotnter with

my comîrpntion, wat a grnd ly-drsed womnuix,
looking at somi- hankrchilfs 'ie hanld-

kerchiefs were ñelvi embrie, huit th.
srnart lIIy was hardl to p-lease. She tumn ble'd
them up dlislainfÎlly i a heap, and ask -ifor
other sp-cimnms froii tie st;I7k in the shop.
The man, in learing then aodkrchilfs odt uf
rhe way, sutideinly nistîd on-. e wIle as qlite
sure o f it, fromua pcuarîty in th ibroild.
-ry which made the handkerchef esptecially
noticible. I wLs poorly d arnsds, and I was
closeI to the handkrchiets. After one look at
mu he shoîuteid ta the siîp-rintendent, '1Shut
the door ! Thlre is a thief in th- -- shpi l

l The door wast elosd ; the lost lianilkî-r-
chief was viinly sOught for On thi.e ouinter
and ons the toor. A robbeiry had been clom-
nitted, and 1 was aused of bcing the thief.

" I will say nothing of what1 ifelt-I will
only tell you what happenied.

I I wasu searclhed, aid tih', haiîndkerchief was
discovered on mlei. The woian who hail
stoosd next to tme, on fin ling herslf threat.
ened with discovcry, hal, no doubt, contrivedI
to slip the stolen handkrchief lnt<o my
pocket. Only an ac-comîpîislihed thiief coli
have e-scaped î,tetctin ini that way, without

My kr.owle'dge. It was uselesis, in the face of
the facts, to dcare my innocence. laid no
c:haracter to appei to. Nly frieni tried to
speak for rne ;lbut what was$ she ? Only a lost
wonan like myselhf. My lMandlady's evidence
in favour of My honcsty proddiced no effecti
it was against her that she let lodgings to
people in my position I was prosecuted and
fuInd(l guiity. 'lie tale of my ilisgracl is now
îîrîpn., Ni b o. .- mhaîttî whihler

I was innocent or not, the shame of it re.
mains-I have been imnprisonei for theft

The matroi of the prison wats the ìext
person wlo took an int-rest in e. Sihe re.
ported favourably off my belavioir to the au.
thorities. and w i h i ms rvedi ny tim îx(
the phraset w'as a uîmong us i shle gave I1e a i.t
ter to tli kind frit'lnd and guardian <ut ny
later years-toi the lady who is conling here t,
take inn back with her to tle Refuge.

I" From this time the story Of my IifieStlit
titi more than tie story of a woîinanî's vain
efforts to recover ier lost pla in the worbi<

'lhe matron, on receiving me iito the 1.i.
fuge franîkly ieknowleIdge'd tîhat there wre
terrible obstacles in my way. But tie saw
thiat I was sincere, and shie feit a gaad
womnan's ymipathy aSnd compassi for me
On my stide, i did not shrink fros teginit
the «ilow and weanry jourey back again to a

reputabl life, froi the humtînsblest iutarting.
point-from idomtestic Service. After tir,.t
tarlningi' yneiwcharacter in the icfîig, i
obtained a trial in a reSipctable hone 1
worked haid and uîncomîplainingly, uit m
înother's fatal legacy WLsl againist me l from ti
ftrst My personal appearance excitedr re.
markst; my mianners and habits w-re niot the
mainners and habits of the women among
whoi ny lot wasi cast. I tried oie place
after anotler, a(lwayis with the salne rcsnlisî
Siuspicion and jealousy I could enidure, but I
was defenceless when curiosity a ailel îîm hi
it. umrn. Sooner or lat-cr inquiry led to dis.

cove. Sometaims ithe servaitst thretend,
to givte wirning in a body--anàd i was oblgeds
to go. Sornetimues, where ther" was a yonag

main i the family, scandal pontl at In, ant
it him--and again I was obliged to go. If yo
care to know it, .\Mi t 'os'berry c-an tell yoru
the ttory of those sa dlayA. I coniîided i to
her on the mn..e-inrable night when we met i.
the French cottage. I Lave an hIart tu ireprt
it now. A ftr a while i weeari-d of tiihe h-p
ices s tru ggîse.- i)e.pir laid îtus holi onS tuîj-.
lost all hope in the mcrcy of God. Morths-
once I walked to one or oth r of tihe tridi:es-
and lookd over the parapet at the' iver, asi
'-idîl to îivsilt, - 'Other wîomnîi-î have dli rit.
why soulix't 1 ?7

V u isd me at that timi-, Mr, Gray-
ouit have savd rme- i silice, I n-as o'- -f you

congr'satio nwe iclyou preah lis thie clap
of t l: l-fuuge. You reoinciled < o ris bd<
ie to our iard pigriag. In thir nmire
and ii min", tir, h ithanik yuiî.
S I firg-t how long it was afti-r he ari;t

day wheu i ouîfîorted anîd ,ind5 ul a-tL
the ivar bllroke utiL bietwen F-'ran-ie and Gr-
maany -. But I can n--er forg-t th, r-j

n the ms iltron s unt for ut i i l he-r !Wei
roomu. and 'id, ' My dar, yoaurif-' h-t is a

watle lif. jf yoiuhavi courage *uughxitft
to try Il, I cai give cou antihir ha-

i pa d-throiuagh a mot1h if pr tsa n
a Lond hiilos pi ti, A wee-- k ift-r lha Iwer
the red cro-s 'f thi Geneva -vetsu-i
wa appoiitid unrse in a Frnc-'h autlan.

When yiu firit saiw mn". Mr. Hlner 1> îi!1
had my nur-e.ius nl-id-a fr--i you am-
frumx eb i<uie-r a gr- cioak.

" ioi knowl wiat the nlext vent wa, y -i-
know how I entere-d thi hus'

( T'' el r< n ur<

A cer-yminII ti.' viiny or il.rafil a*,
v'rtls tfor - îx enltusst-tI- hur-a ts:

to' .- tise i-lt--r sIx iindred-t on i5r-
Arkan'oa neiw'-sapr cor r.'sudent 'a e

by î. synsg : ''h--e j.'' '-xs b.ussts- wrlthh'y

t I e ih ing i 1- I l t--ico enîs
n wTait. ru uniiu- un- -un mi r'S

t ar'sitg farmer the-therday:>--d t

a rcci mt two hminzv. jrn Ila

baby Iast olght-ils tiwo- i bck-."

''Twas ever tilhu; rm chlildhîe i hour
Sst-vin rni-yt ndestmh ta k er it,

Iut -ono o1 th-kI it with the righ"

A n eeintr i-i tellow., wIho ilvsîion
ot s grave.ysiri. iwu aruki-sIf I twasi not a ai

pIvw,èant lca .o . I"sa lh-, " n- ve

jisned pIlaes i1n rtit myi li, wihtha a sK-t f n -
hour, thratminde<d the-irbunes M l

Theîy aire txi-rta un ahi manniter tf 5ubjeus 'a
ho ays if itigatioh. A vnman tisai S.-'tM

NOrwich, he oIr d(lay, iIIn aturkey s"'. I
declar"d sie knw thu-s" t.ubrkey h thar

wltk,i iteiir cotîsiuntenilaicei-, and tli-ir inniser -f

roostig."

Th ithe wny a dgtd Miheilgan -il

pl. ---Brlihtr tday' ar coing-jut tInk
of it in- b hrird danideihs-., aran h er.

grhîinder, artih-liokes, vlîîhets. aîndu hiran .orga

will "sion sng, shiIn, chmow, sharpen, s'ut and
sihrie'k iuat Sring thts ot'.

A v ery uploaîusntl flx weas lthait fIle gt ti

4'tulordiay mnight, wh st-rugge inmim hl
hope'le ' toi 'nclohaimiluiqif whjtsh a p1ir f

tigil.ht hwtbwu oa idog-fighit %was goloz 01

aun d tiM ,orner. le finally gît,'ti lui-ru n
1h1'i tiwking ft'et, but the ghlt wA ver.-I
bury New

w h'' - rlu-tht' l-j-ud iîuoilin-aa'h
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