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THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

of the Council of Nice on this head was simply
thus :—« I believe in the Holy Ghost.”>—But
at the Council of Constantinople, A.D. 381,
an addition was made toit, asserting the
separate  Deily of the third person. As
amended by this Council the clause runs thus,
&« I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and
Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father
[and the Son}, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified, &e.”?
The words, ¢¢ and the Son’’ above enclosed
in brackets, were another subsequent addition.
Thus it was, that at the Council of Constan-
tinople, A.D. 881, the doctrine of the Trinity
received what the learned Mosheim (himrelf
a Trinitarian,) styled its ¢ finishing touch.”
Now we are strongly of opinion that if this
doctrine had been known to, or taught by,
Moses and the prophets, or Christ and his
apostles, it would not have required its
¢ finishing touch *? from the Council of Con-
stantinople.®

Next we have the Athanasion Creed. We
have no certainty concerning its origin.
Waddington says it is commonly attributed to
Vigilius Tapsensis who lived at the end of
the fifth century. The writer whoever he
was, forged the name of Athanasius {o itin
order to gain it credit and currency. Init
we have the docrine of the Trinity statedin a
bolder and more decisive form than in the
Nicene creed-  This will be seen by the fol-
lowing extract: ¢"The Father is Almighty, the
Son Almighty; and the Holy Ghost Al-
mighty. And yet there are not three Al-
mighties = but one Almighty. So the Father
is God, the Son is God: and the Holy Ghost
is God. And yet they are not three Gods:
but one God.  So likewise the Father is Lord,
the Son Lord: and the TIloly Ghost Lord,
And yet not three Lords, but one Lord.  Ior
like as we are compelled by the Christian
verily, 1o acknowledge every person by him-
self o be God and Lord, so are we forhidden
by the Catholic Religion to say, there be three
Gods, or three Lords. The Father is made of
none 3 neither created nor begotten.  The Son
is of the Father alone: not made, nor created,
but begotien. The Holy Ghost is of the
Father and of the Son: neither made, nor
created, nor begolien, bul proceeding.  So
there is one Father, not three Fathers; one
Son, not three Sons; ene Holy Ghost, not
three Tloly Ghosts. And in this Trinity none
is afore, or after other; none is grealer, or
less than another; but the whole three per-
sons’ wre co-cternal together; and co-equal.
So that in all things as is aforesaid, the
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is
10 be worshipped. He therefore that will be
saved must thus think of the Trinily.”” Now
this creed was not generally received among
Chliristians until probably four centuries after
it was written. 1t was never established by
any general Cowicil of the Church. The
doctrine of a ¢ Trinity of persons immerically
the same, or having all one and the same
singular exislent cssence,” which may be
considered, we suppose, the perfected and pro-
per form, was owned and consummaled by
the Lateran Council, A.D. 12154 Tt is
worthy of note likewise that il was this same
Council which established the doctrine of
‘I'ransubstantiation,

Thus by casting a careful glance into the
history of the Church, we find that the doc-
trine of the Trinity had no existence amongst
the Christinns of the earliest times—that it
crept irito the Christian system from the ve-
fined speeulations of Gentile philosophy—
that its prevalence was secured by a rigor-
ous and persevering oxercise of worldly
power—and that it ean be marked from one
period to another in its progress of formation.
From all of which we derive a powerful rea-
son for declining to receive it

5. Not from the writings of Unitarians
alone, but even from the writings of Trinila-
rians themselves ae derive an argument against
it.  If the doctrine of the Trinity were
plainly and intelligibly revealed, we should
observe no discordancies or contradictions on
the subject amongst those who hold it.
Though ~Unitarians may differ on minor
points, yet there is no discordanee among
them concerning the doctrine of the God-
head. They all agree that God is one, and
that the Father is the only lrue God. But
among Trinitariuns we find wide and -
portant differences in the matter of the Tri-
nity. We here submit a sample of those
discordancies, taken from the Unilarian HMis-
cellany :¥—

* Fhe argument here  disclosed by T ticnl
Ilistary agninst the doetsine of the 'Lrinity surely comes
with grent force. The attempt wnde to explun ft away,
by saying that the Deity of the Son and the Deity p(‘
the Tioly Ghost were only declared in the order of timo in
which they were denicd, scems o us very unsatisfactory,
Tor it is ndmitted thut the evidence fur the distinct und
sapnrate Deity of the third person is less obvious and copious
than that for the Deity of the second. This h.mn% tie enso,
it should certainly have been ealied in question hefore the
other, nnd thus we would be led to look for the assertion of
the Deity of the Holy Ghost before the deeluration of the
Peity of the the Son. ~ But the ease is just the reverse.

1 Cudworth's Intellectnal System, p. 604. Noron's State-
mont, p. 61.

1 The cutnlogue of discordnneies inserted"above may be
be found eited in connection with snother subject, in &
former number of the Bille Chrigtian.

The ATiaNAsiax CREED says,—* The Father s Al-
mighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty ;
and vet there are not threo Almighties, but one Almighty.
“I'he Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.
The Son is of the Father alone ; not made nor created, but
begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son :
neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding,”

We will now bring Church against Church, on n very
important artiele of this Creed.

The Grexx Crrurcn holds that the Ioly Ghost ¥ is from
the Father only, nod not from the Father and the Son.”

The New Hadpenmirk GeNERAL AssocraTion Las said
that * I’ather, $on, and Holy Ghost are names of affice, not
of cssence: these three are self existent persons in one God.”

The venerable BaxTeR advizes us * to Le none of those
who shall charge with heresy nll who say the three Persons
are God understanding himself, God understood by him-
self, and God loving himself.’

“IWhat are my sdmiring thoughts of God!" snys Doo-
LITTLE on the Assembly™s Catechism, ¢ one single essence,
yet three in subsistence; of three, that one ennnot be the
uther, vot ail three are one, that are distinet, yet renlly are
the same.”

But Dr, Sorrrit neserts that there is ¢ one infinite, eternal
mind, nnd three somethings that are not distinet minds.”

Dr. €nEnrLocK, however, refutes Ir., South, by insisting
that * the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are as really dis-
tinet prrsong as Peter, Jumes, aud Joln ; ench of which is
CGad, We must allow ench perzon to be n God. These
three infinite minds nre distinguished, just as three created
minds are, by self-consciousness.”—r, 5. also suys, thnt
1o sny there are three divine persons, and not three dis-
tinet infinite windy, is both Zeresy and nonsense.”’

But Dr. Hoprkiss assures us that * it mast he carefully
observed, that when this word [Person] is applied to the
Futher, Son, nnd Holy Ghost, ns three diztinet pessons, it does
not import the same distinction as when applied to men”

DNr. WaTeERLAND's iden of the Trinity was that of * three
distinet persons, entirely equal to, and independent upon
each other, yet making up one nud the snme Deing.”

Dr. WaLLIs, however, who called himself o Frivitarian,
says, that ¢the Father, Son, and oy Spirit are no more
three distinet intelligent prrsons, thun the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isane, and the God of Jacob, are three
Gods"  Tle further snys, that * the three persons are only
three crternal relations of Gad th his ereatures, ns Creator,

tedeemer, nud Sunctifier while I, South had said that
the three persons are three postures, or inlernal relutions of
the one substance of Deity to itself"”

Here iz Archbishop Skcexun’s explanntion (—% Since
there is not a plurality of Gads, nnd yet the Son and Spirit
nre cach of them God no less than the Father; it plainly
follows, that they ure, in o manner by us inconeeivable, so
distinguished frowm him thut uo ane of them is the other”

We nre told in the Athanusian Creed, that “in this
Trinity none iy afore or after other  but Mr. SPAULDING
rells us that “the divine principle necessarily supposes an
order of divine persons, viz, (—n covenant muker or mover,
which gives the iden of a first person ; a covenant subject,
or one brought into covenant, avhich gives the idea of 2
segonil person ; and o covenant interest, which gives the
iden of a third persen. And here ngain o Trinity is implied :
—first, the inaugurator, or one who aneints; second, the
innugurated, or one who iz unoluted; and thied, the oil,
which the anvinter pours, and the anointed receives.”

The following is Bishop Beveraee’s explanation of the
Trinity = If T say the Puther, Sou, and IHoly Ghost be
three, anit every one distinetly Gad, it is true; hut if [ suy
they be three, and every one o distinct God, itis fulse, 1
may suy the divine persons are distinet in the divine nature,
but T cunnot say the divine nature is divided into the divine
persons. I may say, God the Father is one God, and the
Son {2 one Gad, aud the Holy Ghost is one Ged ; but [ can-
not sny the I'nt eris one CGod, ‘aud the Son another God,
nnd the Holy Ghost n third God, T muy say that the Father
hegat anather wha is Ciod, yot T cannot say he begat enother
Cod. And from the I'ather and the Son proceedeth another
who is God, yet I ennnot say, from the Father and the Son
procecdeth another God.”

Here is Bishop GastrELL's explanation :—% The Father
includes the whole iden of God and something more; the
Son includes the whole idea of God aund something more ;
the [loly Ghost inclndes the whole iden of God and some
thing more ; while gll together, Tuther, Son, and Holy
Ghost, mnke one entire God, and no more.”

Dr. BuryeT maintains * one self existent, nnd two de-
pendent beings; DLut gsserts that the two latter nre zo united
to and inhabited by the former, that by virtue ofthat union_
divine perfections may be useribed, and divine worship paid
to them.” TIn opposition to the Athannsinn Creed, which
snys that the Son is begotten and not ereated, and that the
oly Ghost is neither created nor begotten, but proceeding,
he uvers that * the Son and the [loly Ghost arecreated be-
ings, and nre Gods only by the indwelling of the Fnther's
Godhend.”

Bishop Burakss, tenches, that “the Father is n person.
hut not e being, the Son is a person but net o being, and
the Holy Ghost is n person but not'n being, and these three
nonenties make one perfect heing.”

he doetrine of the FrexcH and BeLeic CoNFESSION
is that * the Father is the cauze of all; the Son is his wis-
dom and svord : and the 1loly Ghost is his virtue or power.”

A CoNsecTicuT DIvINE informs us, that ** we may ¢on-
sider God as standing in & circle ; standing on this part he
is the Father, on that he is the Son, and on the other he is
the Holy Spirit.”

And Huper, in his Bampton lectures, says that ¢ the
Fnther iz the first person in the Prinity, the archangel
Michaet the second, and the angel Gabriel the third,”

In such discordancies and conflicting
stalements, we perceive ample evidence of
the uncertainty and wunsoundness of the
whole theory.

The doctrine of the Trinity, as we have
already said, stands on a basis of inferential
reasoning, not’on any express scriptural de-
claration.  Certain texts are selected, and
by the peculiar exposition given to them, or
by joining several isolated texts together,
the “triune theory of the Godhead is con-
structed. But in building it up in this way,
Trinitarian Theologians disagree among
themselves concerning the validity of the

passages for the purposes alleged.  “‘There
is scarcely one text,” says thoe eminent John
Locke, “allezed to the Trinitavians, which
is not otherwise expounded by their own
writers.” Take for example one of the
very first passages employml by Trinitarians
generally, to construct their system. Gen. 1. 1,
“ In the beginning God ereated the heavens
and the earth.”  In this text the Hebrew
word Elohim, translated God, is in the plural
number, whence it is argued that there is a
plurality of persons in the Deity. But Profes-
sor Stuart, and other Hebrew g ians,
tell uz that sucha form of expression (eulled
by them the pluralis excellenfice) was ¢“ com-
monly employed by the ITebrews for the
sake of emphasis.®®” And John Calvin him-
self in his note on the passago especially
warns his readers ““agninst such wviolend in-
{erprefations.®®  From all this we derive ad-
ditional evidence to convinee us of the nu-
centainty and unsoundness of the Trinitarian
system. ’

Here we must pause.  Qurremarksonthis
subject have extended much further than
we purposed on commencing.  [u the fore-
aoing sketch we have given some of our rea-
sons for deelining to reeeive the commonly-
aceepted doetrine of the Trinity.  Ave they,
or are they not suflicient 2 Reader, judge
for thyself.

THE FAITII
OF TIE UNITARIAN CIIRISTIAN.

The following Statement of the Unitarian
Faith may not be out of place in our present
sheet. Itisiaken from the Discourse of the
Rev. Dr. Gannett, preached at the dedication
of the Montreal Unitarian Church :—

“Webelievo in God as the Supreme, Por-
fect, aud Infinite Being, Lord of heaven and
earth, Author of all life, Source of every
blessing, Scarcher of hearts, and Judge of
men.  We believe in his universal, con-
stant, and righteous providence, through
which alone the frame-work of the ereation
and the proeesses of animate or inanimate
existence are sustained.  We believe in his
morat government, which he exereises aver
all beings endowed with intellectual or
moral capacities, and which, as it is rightly
exercised, so is inflexibly administered.
We believe in his paternal character, in
which he has been pleased to reveal him-
self to our admiration aud love 3 a character
which never shews him to us as weakly in-
dulzent or capriciously tender, but as always
consistent with hus own perfections while
full of pavental regard towardsmen.  We
believe in the requisitions of duty which he
has promulgated, by which are liid upon us
the obligations of outward and inward
righteonsness, and it is made ineumbent on
us to cultivate purity, devotion, disinterest-
edness, and the harmonious expunsion of
our nature, that the result may be an exeel-
lence which shall redound 1o the glory of
God. 'We believe in his merey, which en-
ubles him, without impairing the integrity
of his government or subverting the original
conditions of his favour, to forgive the peni-
tent sinner and admit the renewed soul to
an inheritance of eternal life.  We believe
in his revelations, which he has made by
those of old thmes who spake as they were
moved by the holy spirit—Moszes and the
Divinely-inspired teachers of the Jewish
people, and in a latter age Ly Jesus Clrist,
the Son of his love and the Messenger of his
arace. We believe that Cod is one in every
sense in which the term can be applied to
him—one in nature, in person, in character,
in revelation: and therefore we are Unita-
rians.  We bhelieve that Jesus was the
Clhrist—the Anointed und Sent of God,
whase truth he proclaimed, whose autherity
he represented, whose love he uufolded:
and therefore we are Christiuns, We be-
lieve that Jesus Christ came on a special
mission to our world—tio instruct the igno-
rant, to save the sinful, and to give assu-
rance of immotality 10 those who were sub-
jeet to death 5 that such a Teacher and Re-
deemer was needed ; thathe spake as never
man spake, lived as never man lived, and
died as never man died. We read the his-
tory of his life with mingled admiration and
gratitude. 'We are moved by his cross to
exercises of faith, penitence, and hope. We
rejoice in his resureetion, and celebrate him
as the Head of his Church, the autheritative
Expounder of the Divine will, the faultless
Pattern of the Christian character, the Ma-
nifestation and Pledge of the true life. We
believe that man is a free and responsible
being, capable of rising to successive
heights of virtue, or of falling into deeper
and deeper degradation j that sin is his ruin,
and faith in spivitual and ecternal realities
the means of his salvation ; that if he sin, it
is throngh choice or negligenee, but that in
working out his own salvation he needs the
Divine assistance. We believe that man
in his individual person is from early child-
hood, through the foree of appetite, the dis-

advantage of ignorance, aud the strength of
temptation, liable to moral corruption 3 that
social life is in many of its forms artificial,
and inmany of its influences injurions 3 and
that both the individual and society must be
regenerated by the action of Christinn truth.
We believe that all life, private and public,
all human powers and relations, all thought,
feeling, and activity, shonld be brought un-
der the control of religious prineiple aud e
pervaded by Christian sentiment. We be-
lieve that piety is the only sure foundation
of morality, and morality the needed evidence
of picly. We believe that ¢ perfeetion fiom
weakness throngh progress® is the law of
Tife for man 3 and that this law cun be kept
only where an humble heartis joined with a
resolule mind and an carnest faith. We he-
licve that men should love and serve one ano-
ther, while all love the Heavenly Father, and
follow the Lord Jesus to a common glory. We
believe in human immottality, and a righte-
ous retribution after death : when they who
have lived in obedience, or reconciled them-
selves through sineere repentance, shall enter
upen 2 nobler fruition of life; while they
who have been disobedient and impenitent,
shall realize the consequences of their folly In
shame and suffering,  We believe in the
Scriptures of the Old and New ‘Lestaments
containing the anthentic records of God’s
wonderful and gracious ways, seen i the
history of his ancient people, and in the
miraculous works and Divine feachings of
Jesus and his Apostles; and to these Serip-
tures we appeal as the deeisive authority
upon questions of faith or duty, interpreting
themn in the devout exercise of thal reason,
through which alone we are capable of re-
ceiving a communication {rom Ileaven, We
believe in the Christian Chureh, as a conse-
quence of the labowrs and suflerings by
which Christ has gathered unto himself, out
of many nalions and coinmunions, ¢ a pecu-
liar people,”- embracing his Gospel and che-
rishing his spirit—the Church on earth, with
its ministry, its ordinances and its responsibi-
lities, the anticipation and promise of the
Chuzch in heaven.

RELICIOUS SOCIETIES RELIER BILL.

The Bills for extending certain privileges
to the ¢ Unitarian Christians® of Toronto, io
the « Cluistian®® connexion and ¢ Bible Chris-
tians®? of Upper Canada, and to the ¢ Chris-
tian Universalist Association,’? have all passed
the Legislative Assembly, and are now before
the Legislative Council. They have all heen
1ead a second time in the Councilyandare to
be brought before a Committee of the whole
on the 15th inst.—Tt is gratifying to ohserve
that in neither branch of the Legislature has
there been any desire evinced to withhold
the privileges sought for by the petitioners in
the several cases.

LOWELL, MASS.

A new Unitarian congregation has been
organized atl Lowell, Mass,, and the Rev, M.
AL JL Niles installed pastor.  The services of
installation took place on the 8th Aprily when
the sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr.
Peabody, of Boston.—Mr. Niles was formerly
a Trinitarian  Congregationalist Minister at
Marblehead, but has tecently renounced Tri-
nitarianism.

LENUNCIATION OF TRINITARIANISM,

(% The Rev. R. HassaLn, recently a
Minister of the ¢ Methodist New Connexion »
in this city, will deliver a discorse in the
Unitarian Church, on Sunday evening, 17th
instant, in which he will state his reasons for
renouncing the doctrine of the Trinity.

ERRATUM.—TIn Ist pnge, 3ed eolumn, 20th line from
Lottom,—for erpatiate taud erpiate.

MRS. DANA’S LETTERS.

ETTFERS TO RIELATIVES & FRIENDS,
chiefly in Reply to Arguments in support of
the Doctrine of the I'rixizy.
BY MARY 8. B. DANA,

Author of *"I'he Sonthen nnd Norther Ilarps,”
the Purted Family,” &e.

For Sale «l the Book-Store nf Mr. C. Brysor,
St. Irangois Xavier Sireel.

ORDINATION SERIMON.

4 DISCOURSE on the IMPORTANCE OF
3 T CHRISTIAN CHARACTER,~—
preached at the Ordination of the Rev. O, W. B,
Pranony, ut Burlington, Vermont.

BY REV, DR. PRABODY, OF SPRINGFILLD, MASS,

Togetfher toith the Remarks of
IRV, JOHUN CORDNER, OI' MONTREAL

on giving the Fellowship of the Churches on the
same occnsion.

TFor Sule at Mn. Bryson's Dook-Stare.




