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STRAY LEAVES FROM AN OLD JOURNAL.*

BY Il V. C.

i A e AR A et

o

¢ T ey evening party was so much increased
;% the addition of our festive guests and the
o Prosence of so many zallant volunteers, that the
- hall beinzg filled to overflowing, the large oaken
Parlour was alsa thrown open for dancing.  There,
Waving aver the portraits of some of my uncle’s
Incestors, cousin Tom and Jenny had very taste-
fully hung the continental flags; and on a panel
Wbove the President's chair, where the royal arms
12 Jong rested undisturbed, & huge eagle was now
Seen covering the &pace with outstretehed wings,
Xing in its beak the motto “Liberty,” and
oling a crown disdainfully in its talons.
1exe decorations had been so promptly placed
there, that a1l were taken by surprise, and nothing
“uld oxeced the enthusiasm of the company,
e dcvicq, in particular, were so suggestive that
€y gave general satisfaction. There were some
SXeeptions however; for among the guests were a
% who Vel petty offices, at the disposal of
"¢ in power; there was the post-master of a
ne_'ghbouring town, who had doubtless before his
Mnd the late dismissal of Benjamin Franklin
oM 2 similar oflice, beeause he stood forth boldly
% uphold the people's rights.  And at night-fall,
iere had unexpectedly arrived an officer of the
'S customs ut Portsmouth, who stopped to
Make 5 friendly visit tomy uncle. But he seemed
1 take great alarm at the patriotic demonstration
% openly displayed in the house of the chief

3 well known that in their hearts they all favour
}e 800d cause.  But they dare not avow it while
¢ Issucs are doubtful, as they hold their posts by
¢ tenure of their loyalty; and freedom of will is
fss Prized by them than the gold and high places
OPpression. Thank heaven, the freedom of our
Untry doth not rest on such wavering and timorous
°d8 a3 these! we have bold and true hearts

good luck which brought him there at such a
Jjoyous gathering, and challenged his admiration
of her good taste in choosing such appropriate
adornments for the occasion, more especially
calling his attention to the eagle with its emble-
matic devices. It was plain to see the poor
youth winced not a litile under her sharp pleasan-
try; but he had not address cnough to retort, and
is one of those timid souls who are always afraid
of compromising themsclves by speaking their
thoughts boldly. T could almost find it in my
heart to pity him notwithstanding; she was so
careless of his feelings, and there was such disdain
in her pleasantry, that it was plain to perceive
he never stood farther from her good graces than
at that moment. I whispered a word of reproof
in her ecar, but she laughed merrily, and said
“the poor fool would not come a wooing again
for many a long day, she would be bound.” She
however gave him her hand for a country dance,
in which he figured to great advantage; but even
Jenny's returning smiles could not placc him quite
at ense, and very soon afterwards he slipped
quietly away, his example being followed by all
those whose sentiments were not in harmoeny with
he occasion.

But their absence was little heeded by any one.
Captain R. had kindly ordered up the small band
of his volunteer regiment, which gave us great
spirits for dancing, to say nothing of the addition

-

over, an infinite relief to the old fiddler, whose
arm was apt to get weary on far less jovial occa-
sions, not to mention the end mistakes he often
made before the close of an evening, occasioned
by repeated potations from a cider can, which was
always placed beside him, “ to keep him in tune,”
he said.
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My uncle and aunt were just performing a
* minuet, the fiddler playing his part solus, and
managing to keep up the tune with great propriety,

Mmongst us, ready to dare and to endure!
- Ut these inopportunc guests that came amongst
sg, With such dubious visages,—cousin Jenny

2’“"‘1 to take cspecinl pleasure in tormenting
m
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‘f“"gi«\traw, as did likewi=c the others, though it g of some half-dozen military beaux. It was, more-
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though the evening was far advanced; and we

% were all standing ready to take our places, and

» More especially the gentleman of the cus- : finish off with “Sir Roger de Coverly,” when a

n;n"’ Wwho hus long heen secking to gnin her  knock was heard at the hall door, and direetly it

- rour, though, it seema, with little chance of suc- é was repeated louder and more impatiently. It
¢

% She congratulated him so heartily on the 3 was an unusunl call at that late hour; the fiddie
*Continued from page 75. ’
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