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LEAD BRANCIIES.

The Cardener’s Monthly says: *“It has only re
cently been clearly demoustrated that adead brancli
o & tree maties almost as great a strainon the main
plant for moisture ns does a living ove, This isone
of the most important discoverics of modern botani-
cal scienee to the practical horticulturist, as by this
knowledge he can save many & valuable tree. Any
dead branch, or any weak one, should be at once
cut away.”

The analogy of things nfakes this discovery a
most suggestive one in other than botanical ficlds—-
and it is impossible not to make the very evident
application o the organizations and local divisions
in which are collected the plants of the Lord’s
planting hierc upon earth.

In any given congregation the demands and re-
quirements of its worldly members, who have no
wital union with the grand Head of the Church, are
a very heavy atrain upon the resources of the parish.
This is true, both financially and spiritunlly, al-
though in directly opposite directions. For with
tle desire for these things which eall for much out-
lay of money there is sure to be associated a protest
ugainst the predominance of true spirituality in the
conduct and management of the affairs of the parisl.
Al least this is very apt to bethe case:  Experience
has too often proved the correctness of the theory
by observation. Analogy. and pure reasoning lead
us to expect such a result. .

A botanist says, ‘“hero is something which las
the appearance of & brancli, but it lacksall fruitful-
ness. It absorbs moisture, but no vital processes
go on within it. 1t only scrvesto abstract a portion
of. the fluid which is necessary to facilitate the deli-
cate chemical processes which are known to go on
in the living parts of the tree, by its swelling buds,
its brilliant blossoms, its abundant verdure, and its
perfected fruit.”  Very correctly therefore does the
gardener remove the dead branch, as not only use-
less, but as positively injurious.

So we may safely conclude that the member of a
church, who is not at the same time u menmber of
Christ, js uscless for any spiritual purpose, and is
even detrimental.  Not occupying the same ground,
not having the snme aims, or similar desires, it is
not to be expected that he will be interested in
measures which do not coincide with histastes, and
as he has been sought not only for the sake of the
benefit likely to acerue to him, but largely for the
sake of the social and finuncial strength he is known
to possess, it can not reasvnably be expected that
he will be satisfied to see those advantages conferred
without carrying with them that weight of influence
which everywhere else they exercise. The practical
necessity of catering to his tastes will thus inevit-
ably lead to a gencral lowering of tone.

Far better will it be for the spiritual interests of
o congregation to bave no such dead branches at-
tached to it, and the necessities which make it ex-
pedient to have such are so muny cvidences of the
admixture of the worldly spirit which influences
too many of us in the undertakings and enterprises
of the day.

Weil will it be for us if before we seck to sceure
the interests of this or that rich man, we ask
whether he is animated by a vital union with Christ
and therefore partaking of the essential oneness of
view belonging to all Christians; or whether e is
in reality a dead branch, which will absorb moisture,
but can never be made to bear good fruit:

Of course we should scek for such as souls need-
ing a Saviour, and as desiring for them salvation,”
but in any other light they can not prove valuable.
additions to any church.—Kpiscopal Recorder.
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RECEIPTS FOR FEBRUARY.

Mrs, Jas. Laird, 60cts; Alexander Weaver, 50; Me-
1issa Porter, 503 Murs, M. J. Todd, 81 :- Alva C, Lambert,
505 Mrs, Darius Lord, 60} Jas. Haddon, 60; M.
Jus, Trecartin, 60 : Joo Grant Stiart, 50; Mre. M. G.
Richardson, 503 Thos. L. Johnston, 50" Mrs, Wallace.
‘Btuart, 50 ; James Murray, 50 ; Eunice ﬁr[umy, 50; Al
len Minard, 50 ; Willism Freeman, 50; H: H. ‘Harlow,
50%. John M. Ford; 50; Maude Munros, 50:. Frank-

Ftherington, 80 ; Jabez Freemau, 50; Harley Ford, 5051
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Tsaae Stewart, 50 3 Alfred Etherington, 50 1. Mureay,
50; Mri Chas. Havlow, 50: Mrs Josephine Minavd,
303 A. AL Tord, 305 Pavker Minard, 50 ; Hattie Ritchie,
503 James Ryan, 50; Willinm Murray, 503 Simeon
Kempton, 50 ; Susan Harlow, 705 SAugusius Murray, 50;
Annie Kenpton, £0; W. S, ;\vliuard, 50 : Ira Freeman,
503 Mis. 5. Brentuell, 50; Wesley Sim, 503 Joseph H.,
Withrow, 50 ; Alfred McNeil, 50; James Wallace, 50;
Miuns Libbio Harvey, 50 ; Joshua Brizon, 50; Beniamin
Wagoner, 50; Peter Wagoner, 50; Asa Porter, 50;
George Cosman, 303 Mrs, €. A, Hardy, 503 . M.
Ruggles, 50 ; Miltun Quthouse, 50 ; Thomas Powell, 50 ;
Burton  Outhouse. 50: M. A. Blackford, #0; Robert
Outhouse, 50 ; J. M. Powell, 50; Johu M. Haines, 50:
James Stephens, 50 ; Charles Thurber, 50; George Clavk,
50; W. H. Eaton, jr., 50.

RECEIPTS FOR NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOTIA MISSION FUND.

The following amounts have been received since the
report given in the November issue of Tie CHRISTIAN:

Church at Tiverton, N. §,......... . §3 00
Church at Westport, N. S.,. .. 14 50
Frank Ford. do., ceiiieenees 0
Sister Stophen North, Cornwallis, N. S......... 100
James Stephens, Newport, N. 8. ....oov ennnee 500
A Brother in No 8.y ve covere oo cer oer wsesen 800
Coburg St. Church and Sunday School St. John, 69 68
D 3 O PR T PR R T ER R TR LR i}
Church at Lord’s Cove, Deer Island, N. B, ... 10 18
A Friend in Grand Manan, N, B.,........c000ee 100
T OTALye e evvs ornvosnoososenasasonssssnss 8113 11

1, H. C., Treasurer, pro {em.

‘DEATHS.

Fr.aoLor.—At 3t. Johp, on the 11th ult., Bro. 15 8.
Flaglor. He was a member of the Duke St. Church for
seventeen years, and took an active part in all its affaire,
He was buried in the ‘family burying ground at Oak
Point, Kings Co., N. B.

HiLLsta¥.—1In this city on_the 1st Feb,, William H:
Hillman, son of William and Mary Hillman, aged G years
and 6 months,

McDoxALD.—At West Gore, N, S., Jan. 20th, 1834,
Sister Libbie McDonald, aged 22 years Her father,
Bro. Angus McDonald, preceded her about four months,
across the dark Jordan. .

Thus lpass away the best of earth,
And break the strongest earthly ties;
Our Saviour knows his jewels’ worth,
And where to place them in the skies.
Dear mourning ones, you well may weep,
‘I'o part.with friends so dear, su sweet,
But now in Christ they sweetly sleep,
Tu joy quite soon you all may meet.
: —J. B. WaLnacy.
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~  NOW READY!
BARNES'S NEW BRUNSWICK ALMANAC

FOR 1884.

in addition to the usual information, the
date.

Containing, y
Dominion Tariff, corrected up to the present

gar For Sale at the Bookstores.

BARNES & CO.,
Prince William Street,
Saint John, N, B.

JAMES 3. JOHNSTON,

————

CUSTOM TAILOR,
NO. 9 CANTERBURY STREET,

THIRD DOOR FROM KING STREET,

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

— : XS = .
. LEGRARD.
Commission Merchant.

IMPORTER AND DEALER IN -

SHIP STORES,

Dry, Pickled; and Fresh Fish, &.|

31 & 32:SOUTH MARKET WHARF,

« Nothing Like Leather.”

65 King Street, St. John, N. B.

IMPORTERS AND DEALKRS OF

French Calf Skins,
FRENCH FRONTS AND KI1D SKINS.
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEATHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING BKINS,

And all kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kept
in a fully stocked business, Wholesale and Retail.

g2-Orders Bolicited and Carefully attended to,

«“DOMESTIC.”
B & 7. CRAWPORD,

14 Charlotte Street.
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It is the LIGNTEST RUNNING: Machine,
hence produces less fatiguc. in opera-
tion, and onthat account is especidlly
recommended by thé Médical Facuilty.

HEXRY ROBERTION,
Importer and Wholessle and Retdil Dealor-fn -
CHINA, GLASS, EARTHENWARE, and
Fancy Goods,
MILK' PANS, CREAM JARS,
TFLOWER POTS, SPFTTOONS, °

No.. 5 North. Side. King Square...

W. C. GIBSON, -

. _ . :i@v?m.ot Ce ’
WATCHES, CLOCKS, and JEWELRY,
English Watchés, o
~ ' ‘Swiss Watches,. .
_ o ‘Waltham Watches,
‘Watchmakers’ Tools & Materials.
. WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
Waltham: Watches a .:Speg‘ri,alvty,

SAINT JOHN; N. B.

196 King ‘Street; - - 8t John, N. B:



