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GRASSHOPPERS.

{Winnipeg Free Press.)
The gennine Rocky Mountain locust has

made its appearance thi« season in o num-
ber of localities south of the boundary line.

and, as a consequence, there s not a little |
. a Past | and west of us across theborder the Rocky

alarm in the settlements affected.

’to fmpede their march. Ingenious ma.
chines, some with netting and bags are
invented for these purposes. ‘I'he legisla-
; tures of several of the States have laws
{intended to fight thisscourge, aud in times
of invasion they are rigorously enforced.
From ull thix it will be inferred that south

experience has taught how destructive to | Mountain locust is a plague of very great
every kind of vegetable growth these pegts » seriousuess,  Tortunately wein Manitoba,

can be. A bulletin from the United States
department of Agriculture, just issued, is
wholly devoted tothe consideration of ilie
gseveral kinds of destructive locusts, to-
gether with the best means of destroying
themn. The Rocky Mountain species is the
worst, and it is also the one which infests
this part of the continent. The terrritory,
covered by them, orliable to their invasion,
{9 djvided into permanent, subpermanent
and temporary. Manitoba is divided be
tween the two latter in abont equal pro-
portions. The permanent region, or home
of the species, embraces the greater part of
Montana, a harrow strip of Western Da.
kota, all but the northwestern quarter of
Wyoming, the central and northwest por-
tion of Colorado, a small tractin north cen
tral tahandsoutheastern Dakota,another
similar tract in eastern Oregon and south
ern Idaho, and a lurge area of our own
Northwest Territories north of Montana.
The suhpermanent takes in about half of
Manitoba, nearly the whole of Dakota and
other tevritory south. The temporary in-
cludes the rest o Manitoba, and extends
south almost to the Guif of Mexico. The
permanent region is described as that in
which the locusts breeds cach year and iy
always to be found in greater or less num
bers ; the subpermanent, that in which it
is liable to breed for some years, when it
multiplics in cacessive numbers inits traly
permanent breeding grounds, but frons
which it in time dissapears ; and the tem
porary as that over which the locusts
migrate in years of cxcessive abundance,
bat in which they seldumn breed and gen
crally disappearin o year

Manitoba was visited by the Rocky
Mountain locust in 1818 and 18193 next in
1867, then in 1868, 1874 and INGS.  The in-
vasion of 1871 was the most disastrous one,
anad covered nearly the whole of the terri
tory in the Uaited Stares embraced in the
three divisions. The hatching season, in
these more northern latitudes, is from the
middle of May to the first of June. When
fu)] grown, the rate of migration is about
twenty wiles & day, although very irreg-
ular and dependent on the wind. The
length of their stay depends much on cir-
cumstances. Early in the summer, when
they first begin to pour down on the more
fertile country. they seldom remnin more
than two or three days, but later in the
scason they stay mauch louger.

The renicdicsand devices for the destrue
tion of locusts in their various stages, in
the States most subject to them, are as
numerous as the locations they invade.
The cggs arc destroyed by harrowing in
the autumn, by ploughing and by other
modes of cultivation; by irrigation, by
tramping in ficlds where hogx, cattle and
horses can He contined s and Ly a Iaborious
system of collection. The young or un.
fledged locusts are burned, crushed or
trapped 1 they are destroyed by ditching
and treuching: they are dosed with coal
ol and coal tar; and barrlers arc crected

yalthough not wholly safe from invasion,
jare pretty » ell to the northern and eastern
'llmil of their foraging ground, and are

liable only to occasiona! visits, Although
‘ the telegraph and newspapers inform us of
their presence in seseral loenlities in the
adjoining States, and insuflicient numbers
to cause uncasiness, there is no apparent
cause to appreliend that they will extend
{ this far.

The grasshoppers that are at present
somewhiat numerous in a few localities in
Manitoba are not the dreaded Rocky
Mountain locusts, but are a local and in-
digenous species, that are always present
in greater or smaller quantitics, They are
sometimes quite destractive, but only in a
local and comparatively limited sense.

PR S

TRANSFER OF THE MOODYVILLE
SAW MiLL.

In referring to the return a few days ugo
of Mr. J. Wulflsohn, of Vancouver, from
Europe, the News Advertiscr stated that
amongotherimportant transactions he had
completed during his absence, was the sale
of the Moodyville Saw Mill property to an
English company. The formal arrange-
ment- not having then been completed. it
was impossible to give all the details.
Last Tuesdav, however, the transfer was
effected by Mr. Wulllsolin paying over the
purchase money and the new owners, the
Moodyville Land and Saw Mill Company,
have taken foraal possession of the prop-
erty The transaction amounts in value
to about onc million dollars, and is prob-
ably the most important which has oceur-
red inthecommercial history of Vancouver.
The board of directors is a very influential
one, comprising the following noblemen
and gentlemen: Tace Earl of Chesterfielé,
the Earl of Durham, Mr. Arthur Heywood
Lonsdale, Colonel : the Hon. Oliver Mon-
tague and Mr. Edmund Evan-Thomas.
Messrs. Wullfsohn & Bewicke, (Limited),
will be the general agents in British Col-
umbia, and Mr. Johann Wulilsohn of that
firm the generzl manager of the company.

The property acquired by the new com-
pany is a very extensive and valuable one,
including large and valuable tracts of land
Lesides that embraced in the mill property
itself. On thenorth shoreof the Inlet, sur-
rounding the mill, there are 1,780 acres,
with a valuable water frontage of three
mile«, Other valuable agricultural lands
are situated at Mud Bay, Strainer Island,
in the Coast District and elsewhere, aggre-
gating O35t acres.  There are aiso no less
than 31,448 acres of valuable timber limits
included in the purchase. The local man.
agcment of the mill and the general con-
duet of the business will Lie the same as at
vresent, the results of the operation of the
business having given results that show
thiis policy to be in accord with the inter.
ests of the concern. The successful com.
pletion of the ncgotiation by Mr. Wulll-
sohn cannot {ril to be of great advantage
to Vancouver.

HIMALAYAN {EXPLORATION.

It is something of & reproach to the In-
dian Government that the stupendous
mountain barrler which hedges in Hin.
dostan on the north has been mainly left
to private explorers, Thauks to them, the
Saunaw and jlora are pretty welll known,
but it remains to be ascertained whether
the Himalaya contains any mineral wealth
of & vauluable sort. In the interesting pa-
per he read at the Royal Geographical So-
ciety on Monday. Colonel Tanner laid yet
more stress onour ignorance of Himalayan
philology. Here and there scme more or
less feehle efforts have been made to in-
vestigate the languages and customs of
remote hill tribes. Dr. Leitner brought
back a marvellous tale from XKaffirstan
many years ago; he ascertained quite
encugh about the Porh Kaffirs to create
great interest in their origin, But the
work was never continued, and we know
nothing farther about the people except
that the Afghans regard them as intidels,
and, thercfore, as only fit. for slaughter.
There are other interesting races, it is be-
licved in Tibet, on the confines of British
India, peoples who have many character-
istics, both physical and linguistie, which
differentiate them from their ncighbors.
Were any other Power but England in
possession of Hindostarn, the work of in-
vestigation would have been taken in hand
long ago at Government expense. Buat it
in the British way to leave such matters to
private inquirers; the whole revenue is
always required for purposes of more im-
mediate benetit to thogoverned. Perbaps,
after all, it may bLe just as well that this is
the case. If reproached with our ignor
ance of Himalayan humanity in its sclen-
tific uspect, we can, at all events, point to
the dimunition of discase, to the dissapear
ance of famine, to the spread of education,
to the multiplication of industries, aud to
one of the finest railway systems in the
world, as proofs that.John Bull is a faith-
ful trustee for subject races.— The Graphic.

—_——————
DIFFERENCE 1IN GOLD.

Most people suppose that all gold is
alike when refined, but this is not the
case. An cxperienced man can tell ata
glance from what part of the world a gold
picce coaes, and in some cases from what
part of a particular gold district the metal
was obtained. The Australian gold, for
instaace, is distincdy redder than the
Californian, and this difference in color is
always pereeptible, even when the gold is
100V fine.  Again, the gold obtained from
the placers is yellower than that which is
taken dircctly from quartz. Why this
should be the case is one of the mysteries
of metallurgy, for the placer gold all comes
from the veins. The Ural gold is the red-
dest found anywhere. Few people know
the real color of gold, as it is seldom secn
unless heavily alloyed, which renders it
redder than ~vhen pure. The purest coins
ever made were said to be the 850 pieces
that used to be common in California. The
coinage was abandonced for two rcasons—
first, because the loss by abrasion was 50
great, and, sccondly, because the interior
could be bicred out and lcad substituted
the difference in weight being too small to
be readily noticed in s0 large a piece.
These octagonal coins were reputed to bLe

the mos valuable ever struck.



