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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION,

The Gvernment of Britich Columbia is
doing gwand work and it is finding the
members, a raete fairly anxious to
exprdite business, though the Mavor of
Victoria he teader of the Opposition—
daes all ke can to Block 1the way, We
suppese i i becanse he desires to ake
himself hoard, as he has said dittle, if
any thinge, worth listening to, while ke bas
abvolute!ls dones nothing  The Bill to
establish a Bureau of Industrial Statistics
and a Board of Arbitration has taken its
seeond reading, the principles at issue
being thas endorsed; it being in detail that
it ix now likely tobemedified and possibly
improved.  Then the Bill to establish a
Proviucias Board of Health has also been
alvanced to its sceond stage, as well as
several other sufliciently importaut public
metsures,  We are pleased 1o see progress
like this accmnplished aud expect to sce a
condparativelv early prorocation with
good amonnt of practical and beneficiai
fegistation ax the outcome of the ~casion.

as

THE CREUIT SYSNTEM.

In Manuwoba there has been of late
consulerable newspaper controversy asto
the eanscs of the troubles of the farmers.
Une of the anterested parties thus e
presses lmsesf in a recent number of the
Mannoba Free Press. “Behind all the
nlk that isudalged by the farmer in
teard o tmpucment wen and to those
who charge Ligh rates of interest there
s ready the credit asiem, and the oul
way ihe termible drain on thie fluances of
tie farmer can e stopped ishy puatting
an cad 1o that system. The farmer real
izes this, bt as long as he can get goods
on eredit he wall 2et them ana thic resal.
isdisastrous.  Basing and selling goods
o eredil o amuraiy andefonatble and
csnuneraaisy  rwnous. The farmer who
stees pay tor tas papiciacuts of his other
®rads Bas 10 pay for the implements and
Roodsof e farmer who does not pay ;
he has to pay the seller a profiton all
el sales as well ason his own, and Lic
hiag to pay lor the risk the scller riuns in
selling on credie,”

Theve are many other classes of persons
to whem the practice of atfording almast
unlunited credit has proved to bie * curse
instead of 2 blesung.  llow many in Brit-
=i Urumbia—and in this very city of
\wcitona, tayers aud scllers alike are of
this opinion by experience.  In town angd
counry the same view will be foand

toohtain. But among the worst offenders
is the farmer who as a bhusiness man does
exclusively a cash trade, but, when it
comes to huyiug, lcads all others in the
long credit terms demanded.

PANAMA CANAL MATTERS.

The correctness of the trite old maxim
that **honesty i< the best policy,” musgt by
this time be appreciated by M. Ferdinand
de Lesseps, whose name, no matter his
present condition, must be handed down
in honorable connection with that world
henelficent  enterpric *, the Suez Canal.
Strictly speaking, no doubt the old man
may possibly not be personally open to the
charge of dishonesty save to the extent
that he may have, in order to secure the
carryingout of his pet scheme, the Panama
Canal, have winked at the rascalitics of
others, hoping doubtless that all would
come out right in the end, and that few, if
any, people would be really the worse off.
He seems 1o have staked everything on
what, we dare say, appeared to him to be
Lis last chance; and other people haviug
had more to do with the actual conduct of
the business than he had himeself, he may
not have been aware of all that was done.
Uufortunately, however, in his case he
caunot congratulate himsecif withh the
refiection that ull is lost but hounor, since
his own personal rcputatian has  been
baukrupted by what if he did not do him
sesf was done in his nawe by others.  No
dou¥t farless honorable, far lessscrupulous
aud far Jess public spirited men have
cantrived 10 leave this world without apy
public scanda! or stain upon their records,
and henee the news of his sentence to five
years” imprisonment would be received
with very pgreatregret in all parts of the
world. Rightly served will bethe verdict
in connection with the other guilty partics
whose known number is likely 20 be
materialiy increased, the government of
the French republic having announced
its intention 1o met at the batte.ay of the
whole bLusiness, no wmatter who suffers.
The spectacle presented by the last daysof
oor Ferdinand de Lesseps is, indeed, 3
saddening one.

HAWNAIIAN ANNEXATION.

It has been manifest that for a long
tine the United Stateshave had the King-
dom of Hawaii ou their list and ouly
waited for a convenicat opportunity or
cxcuse to pounce upon it and forcibly
annex it to their already unwicldy snd
extensive domain.  The action of U. S.
Minister Stevens in causing American
merines 10 Lo landed and 10 make a
demonstration at a critical junsture was
no small parl of a scheme which had been
long preparing. How far our neighbors
wiay ultimately succeed in effecting the
olijects they contemplate remains to be
scen.  Americans at Washington, at San
Fraucizco and at Honolulu were the prime
conspirators: for the whole thing was
nothing short of a prearranged conspiracy.

The ohjeet of tha former was to obtain a
naval station on the I'acific, and, in addi.
tion, to prevent, if possible, Great Britain
establishing hicrsell at that point.  They
tricd the sa'ncgame in Samoa but failed,
the consequence being the continuancefof

a most unsatisfactory condition of things
there intenxified as it is by Eurcpean
rivalrics, \We have heard the Munroe
doctrin. proclaimed timeand again during
the last few duyz; but the Amcricaus
forget that it i not a doctrine to which
the nations of the world would subscribe,
and it may cost them something if they
have too much to say on the subject.
Americans at San Francisco have good
reason to desire llawaiian auncxation,
thelr cliject heing to control the trade of
the islands, while the Amerizang on the
islands expect to Le benefitted by a sub-
stantial American hounty on the sugar
produced there. They also scek to crush
out the native element which hasg little
sympathy with them and their objects.

As a contemporary puts it ina natshell,
‘¢ The revolt of Hawaii resolves itself into
an attempt of about threce thousand
American planters, (representing less than
five per cent. of the Islands’ population) to
pocket pleanty of bounty ‘boodle,” and at
the same time govern at theiv own sweet
will a subjected native pegulation, All
this to bedone under the acgis of the stars
and stripea and in the abused name of
Liberty.” While the American professes
to believe that all men are cqual, he sets
hiimself up—to use a common expressicn—
as “ a darned sight better.”

NOV SCOTIA'S COAL DEAL.

News comes {rom Ottawa to the effact
that the attention of the Governor-General
has bLeen diiected to the fact that the
honding of thecoal mines of Cape Breton
to an American syndicate might, under
certain contingencies, interfere twith the
- applics of fucl to Her Majests’s flcet on
the North Awmerican station, and that in
consequence it might be well for the
Dominion authorities tc give specia
attention to the subject.  Doubtless this
will be done. “In any event, the notifica.
tion having been made, a grave responsi.
bility rests upon those cho, when neces-
sity demands, hiave the function of dis.
allowing provincial legislation. Besides
this consideration, there are some other
circumstances that, nowtheact haspassed
thelegislature, have suggested themsclves
as being worthy of more attention than
they have 8o far reecived. It may b all
very well to say that the syndicate is
bound to pay the royalty on a certain
quantity of coal whether that amount be
produced or not ; but there are occasions—
as have been manifest in connection with
many otker branciies of industry—swlien it
has been worth the while of the capitalists
to shut down completely, thercby pauper-
izing the people who, until the deal was
effected, had been in steady employment.

Would it pay Nova Scotia to have her
miners and  their  fawilies rendered
dependent on charity cr. as the only other
alternative, forced to cmigrate? This
consideration is onc of scrious, nay of vital
importance. Then again the length of the
leasz to the Americans is another very
setious matter.  Itiandlessaterm than
a hundred and nincteen years, a longer
term than the average working life of five
Renerations of miners.  If this be allowed,
what kind of a place is it not possible to
make of thatrich aud important part of
the Dominion? Talk of Irish poverty, tha



