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Pharmacy li England.

A liitch in the Matter of the Imtperiat" Plhar-
maicopoela-TIte Epidellnic or Inttluctzit--Pro-
prietry miciaedies and tites, Naines Expos-
tre or a Nostt.um--Troublo In the Research
Laboratory ot' the Pharmacettical Society-
Death or S. M. Burroughs.

(Fromt Our Ota Corrc'îomltema.)

Alreadv there are indications of a re.
volt amnst pharaacists against the
mletlods adopted by the General Medical
Countcil to secure a revision of the pliar.
matacopteia. The appoinitimtent of Pro.
fessor Attfield as editor is postponedl , and
every one anticipates that the upshot will
be the associ.ation of one or two thera-
peutists with Professor Attfield. At tc
Edinburgh meeting of ste Pha: macemical
Society, thte qualification of Professor Att.
field to judge botanical questions was
openly challenged, and it was plaiily
stated that pharaacists do ail the work,
whilst others reap the reward. So far, the
only attenipt to niake a start lias been
the usual comtplimntary letter fromt Sir
Richard Quaint to the lPresident of the
lhtarmtîaceutical Society, inviiting the as-
sistance of ste Cotncil and mcnhers,
and pharmacists generally, in, the produc-
tion of a new pharmacopreia. The coin-
cil evidently did not regard the matter
very seriouisly, as they ncrely nominated
the sanie commtîittee again as assisted in
the production of the Addendumni, S9o.
It is truc thtey actually invited one sncw
plharniacist, .\r. P. W. Squire. to join
thent, but, of course, Mr. Squire would not
consent. I have repeatedly pointed out
in thtese columlins thtat if the work of
revision is to lie undertaken in earnest, a
far larger conmittce titan the hai-dozen
men above nentioned will be absolutely
nccessary. As t is, mîost of ithe iembers
of this committec do little or no actual
work, but relegate it to their assistants or
thte imnagers of their laboratories. In
the production of the mîîiserabulv deficient
addendun, this commttîittece took nearly
ciglhtecen mîonitls, and groaned over the
work. 'i lre is some tedtcncy in mtîedi.
cal ranks at a concerted attempt to
introduce concise therapeutic notes about
eac drg. or its preparationa, althtough
Dr. Lauder lirunton's sciemte to make it
a prescribler's companion has bcen gctr-
ally derided. I ncomataîible and solubili-
tics ight well be stated, but hints upon
tle proper cotîbiattions for a prescription
are strely out of place.

Influtenza, or la grippe, bas begun to
pay us its annutal visit, somlewhat delayed,
itt unîdoubtedly rendcred more severe
iy the prolonged frost. Alrcady te
deatt rate ias doubled, jumping in tlrec
weeks froi seventeen to thirty five per
thotsanîd. There has been a steady rush
for amnmonliated tincture of quinine and
other recognized renedies, hut eucalyptus
nil appears to have lost its value in the
eyes of Ite majority of te public. As a
geaneral disinfectant and uorphyiactia, it
was tnquestionably overrated during the
iScgo scare, blut in the first stages of the
epideiic, whîen the coryza is severe aid
the fauces swollen and painfult, inhala-

ions of eucalypttus oil witl stean are
very tseful, and afford aapid re'ief. Doc.
tors and clemîtists have been very husy
ever smce the frost broke up, and thte de-
velopmtent of couglhs antd colds by the
public ias been wonderful. Soon we
shall have the convale.cent p.iod with
its cod liver oil entulsion, syrup of the
hypoplhsl'iites, and othter recognized
remtedies.

Why do mtanuifacttrers of proprietary
preparations so ofrten saddle their special-
tics witit tuncoutl and unpranaunceable
naites ? It was bad business for the pr.
prietors to cling to the title, "Gürt.andei's
Pastilles," as it is not a pastille au al, but
a comlipressed pellet or tablet. Thte way
thte public, in obedience to the extensive
advertising. have tried to grasp M. Géran.
del's nanme is mtost amusing. Now a new
soaip has been latuncled, with the higlly
eephonious title of ".\lyrospermtta." One
can easily imagine Mary jane coming into
the shop for a cake of Myra's.journal soap!
If proprietors wotld only grasp the ele-
mnentary fact, whiclh wotld be forced on
thteir notice a dozen tites a day if they
were bchind the retail coutnter, that tiey
often suffer front the absolute inability of
ite public to grasp and remienber thxeir
extraordinary titles, tley would be more
careful in future. He distinctive, by al!
mteans, but do not let the word be lonig,
or capable of about two dozen different
tmetlods of prontuntciation.

W iting about proprictary preparations
remtinds mte very forcibly that they have
their Neaesis. Occasionally it is a trade
journal that offers a formula wlich is
statcd to produccexactly thesaime article as
that on whiîici a proprietor may have spent
tuch noney and tite before completion.

Againast that fort of Netmesis, I have not
nticht to say except that it is hardly at
honorable proceeding. But we bave in
I.ondon a journal, called Sciente Siftigs,
tilat lias thrown down its gatunttlet against
quackery. It assisted in the exposè
w hich took place a couple of vearst go of
lHarntess and lis contfr'rcs, who were
sellinîg so.called electric belts inigeniously
contrived so that even the smtallest quait.
tity of clectricity couald uit pass to thte
wearer. This journal ntas turned :ts autea
iion Io propxietary prepaations, ani tihis
wcek a anoutcesanî exposure of"Koko" for
the liair. This is a comparatively vonîg
proprietary, bit lias bect extensiàely
boomted, and, durinsg a discussion at ste
Ciemuical Society ot thle subject of analy-
tical reports, it caie in for snoie criti-
cismt. On that occasion the report of a
well-kntown analyst was clioted, and fromt
the careftlly.gtarded language in wlicl
thle report was framted it was stated thtat
Ite prepara:ion imiglit consist of distilled
water. Now we ttnderstand the reason
for this, as Scienre Siffings. finds the
composition to lie, glycerine 60.6 grains,
borax t5.35 grains, in aci six atnces.
A smiall quatity of rose water is present
to give a little odor, but the bulk of the
preparation is water. There was ai ian-
pression abroad that it contaited pilocar.
pine, but, as Scnce Siff/ings points out,

this alkaloid is exceedingly dear just now,
so perhaps this accotunts for its absence.
Tliere was the tstial iiglhfaltin reference
to a tribe of I tdians, the Coco-.Maricopas,
whto ltad discovered this extraordinary
remiedy, and who were anever known to go
hald, etc. It will Ie interesting to learn
the sequel. laainess attemtpted to put
the law iii motion on the question of libel,
but vas tnstccessful. WVe mtiglht almlîost
safely presuie that Koko is doonied, ad
those who have large adversement con-
tracts rtnnaliang htad better gather in the
shekels.

Whiat looks like a concerted attack by
the trade jouranals iere upoan the Rescarch
Laboratoty of the Plhauiacettical So.
aiety lias taken place titis week. Both
jourînals attack the director, Professor
Dunstan, rathter viciotusly, and directly
charge hii with coiimittitg thie unpiar-
donable sin of .uppressio veri. There is
also ai arftiul alliteration concerniig
priority prigging. Bit Professor Dunstan
is pterfectly capable of taking care of huit-
self, aad if ie <:ondescends to notice the
attacks, and it is to be hoped hie vill, as
tley call foir aiswers, .ill probably lit out
stiraiglht. lis reply to a criticisn f Mr.
P. W. Squire oit the imeltinig point of
aconitine vas a mnasterpiecc, and lis sweet
stegestion that, as Mr. Squire lad no
acquaintance with elemîentary reseaacli
work, bis llundeas were therefore pardon-
aile, was specially delightfuil to those who
kanow the pompous ianner of NIr.
Squire. Somieway or aiier. Iowever,
ilere appears a Iitci in the work of the
laboratory, as siice Match iof ast year we
have liad no conunication on the aco-
iste matvestigation.

The death, of S. M. Burroughs, of the
enterprisiig firir of iBurroughls, Well-
coame & Co., is a severe loss for pliaraacy
in this country. His energetic support
and aid vas ever ready for all schtemtes
iate:ded to beacefit druggists and ilcir
assiants. I is philantliropy wvas also well
kînownî, anud it it is only a short tune ago
ithat lic gave $5,ooo to found a cottage
hospital ian the httde towan of Dartford,
wlere the firm's works are establhshten.
Tle prtogress Of the fal an is a reia: kalble
illustration af the value of persistent and
large adiverising. So muuch succvss have
tley aclieved that ntine nedical ient aut
of tet ause the rcgistered trade mark of
the firi, .tabloid," in preference to the
Eniglisht word, tables, when ltey want to
describe coltpaessed goods. The firai
se ni to liat e bceai perpettally hiankermag
after somîething new, and it is weil known
tiat they will go to any expense and
trouble in perfecting the ideas of iiedical
ment. ]lut as to their exact valie ta
pliarniacists as a class, there is no mîistak-
inig the fact that thcy have done more
mtisciief liait a dozen ordinary proprie-
tauy manufacturers. Thcy calmly suggest
to doctors tiat they shotild piescribe thcir
coapressed tabloids, and the chemist will
only have to soak off the ordinary label
and fix ot onle with the proper dose and
the thinîg is done. This is reducing thle
art of dispensing to its lowest depths.


