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.Of ‘coursé ‘a thorough knowledrre of
taken for manted as ‘an essentlal element of success

‘_“development, but w1bhout a competcnf share of some of them we must
:Fanl to impress. the pubhc that we are fit to represent a great and noble
:pxofessxon And yet I know some and have heard of many others who
;:mamfest in sp]mdld reality these elements of & good physician.

© We cannot. al be « \lcClures " but we can all strive to imitate this
‘ilnoble 1deal LA o

/ Dza gnosis “and Stzpchod Prognosis—There are
}hundreds of people hvmcr to~day to lau0'h at their physicians who told
jbhem ma.ny years ago t;hat they had but a short time to live.

. Thereis. nothing so embarrassmo' to the average physician as the
‘{1mportumt1e§ of hxs pdtlents and their friends regar dmtr the nature and
Cissue: of then llnms "« Whatis the matter” and w1ll he get well”
f.are questlox }Lhat uncr in our ears with ever increasing emphams till we
‘a,re aln.ost in. desp‘ur 'Sometimes there is no escape from the assaults
‘}t]mb are made on us by interested and disinterested friends, as they
‘take up one ‘after the other all the strategic positions on the premises as
.we are taking leave of our patients ; and 1f we are fortunate enough to
“escape the vigilance of this advance guard it is only to be Way]axd by
‘some kind | newhbm along our line of retreat. These interrogations
could often be horne with Christian resignation were they not put with
f‘fthe ‘same subhme mdlffexence as questxons 1eoa1d1n0' the weather or a
f“‘dov ﬁght ‘ el o
There are‘txmcs when 1t is tbe undoubted duty of the physucmn to
“be plain with his patients and their friends, to warn them of the prob-
“able issue when there are interests at stake demanding prompt action.
DBut in the great wajority of cases a prudent reserve will best serve the
interests of patient and physician. -

The candid physician is an admirable character provided his candor
is fortified by sound judgment and definite knowledge. And people
should know that the specific duty of the physician is to treat his
patients and not their friends, although it is often more difficult to do
the latter than the former,



