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cable—1st, in quotidian fevers; 2nd, in cases complicated with visceral enlarge-
ments of the liver, spleen, &c.—or local inflammations, as of the bowels—or
cerebral congestion; 3rd, in cases of intermittents supervening upon surgieal
operations; 4th, after failure of quinine, or both quinine and arsenic.

Anarcotine is 2 white, inodorous substance, erystallizing in prisms, insipid to
the taste, insoluble in cold and sparingly soluble in boiling water, more soluble
in alcohol and ether, insoluble in alkaline solutions. It forms salts with the
mineral acids which have a very bitter taste, similar to that of quinine. The
sulphate and hydrochlorate are the most convenient for internal use. Anarcotine
is obtained from the residue of opium left after separation of the morphia.
Hence it ought to be a very economical medicine.

Dr. Garden’s investigations, as recorded in the report alluded te, were directed
to the therapeutic value and peculiarities and the commercial advantages of the
use of anarcotine, and the conclusions he establishes are as follows :—

‘We have in anarcotine a remedy which fails in only 36 per cent. of all cases.
treated by it alone; and, without regard to the previous duration of the discase,
and taken both quotidian and tertian agues, it arrests the fever on the whole
average before the recurrence of a third paroxysm after the commencement of
the remedy.
~ In small doses anarcotine acts as a tonie, increasing appetite and improving
the tone of the system generally. For this purpose, from half a grain to a grain
of the sulphate, combined with a slight excess of sulphuric acid, is a sufficient
dose. :

As an antiperiodie, 2 grain and a half to three grains or more, even to the
extent of six grains, may be given at suitable intervals. Its most appreciable
effect on the system is, that it increases the heart’s action, raising the pulsations
from ten to twenty beats per minute beyond the ordinary amount, and renders
the pulse somewhat fuller.

In larger doses (five to fifteen grains) it produces increased heat of surface
and diaphoresis, and sometimes disagrecable symptoms—nausea, giddiness, and
vomiting. These, however, disappear on lessening the dose, in most cascs.
The author remarks, “ In several cases I have obtained marked benefit by com-
bining tineture of opium with the sulphate of anarcotine.” ¢ The only objection
to the medicine is its tendency to produce constipation;” hence, before and
during its administration, purges are necessary.

In reference to the relative economy of anarcotine and quinine, Dr. Garden’s
tables are full and conclusive. The average quantity of sulphate of anarcotine
required to arrest intermittent fevers was found to be twenty grains for quoti-
dians, and something less than forty grains for tertians; whilst about sixteen
grains were demanded during convalescence from botk kinds for the re-establish-
ment of health. If it fails in a small per-centage of cases, this is not more than
experience with quinine, to which it is nearly if not quite equal in therapeutic
value as an antiperiodic.— Lancet.

"AN INDIAN REMEDY FOR VARIOLA.

This disease is the special plague of the Indians. When it breaks out among
them it sweeps over their encamping grounds like the flre of the prairies, de-
stroying all of human kind in its path. On one occasion, among the Indians
near thé City of Halifax, Nova Scotia, whole families were carried off by its
ravages. After a time, however, the pestilence was stayed, and it was asserted
that an old, weird Indian woman possessed a remedy, which would speedily and
effectually cure any who were attacked with it, and that, coming into the camp,

"she had administered the preparation with infallible effect in every case. In
‘the case of an individual suspected to be under the influence of the disease, but



