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" ART. VIIL.—Valedictory Address de-
livered 1o the Students in the Fa-

culty of Medicine, at M-G1ll College, .
on Wednesday, May 8, 1850, by A. .

F.: HoLmes, M. D., Proﬂzsmr qf
Medicine.

Gsmmr:\u-:w,—-Bcl'ore clo:mg lhle‘
<ceremeny, and as a. Valedictory to you, -
who, h,.wmrr termmatcd your course of |

study, are about finally to Jeave us,. per-,
 mit me to call your attention to the Oath
you havejust now severally pronounced
The solemnity of a promise cannot fail
'to be increased by being attosted by an
- appeal to the Almighty; ‘.ngl the feel-

ing of responsibility.to be proportionately .
It must. however, be. a con-

_increased. .
* siderable relief to. the mind of one wl'o
,feels 1he awfulness of fallma under such
circumstances, to know that by the Oalh
nothing mere is reqr.rred of him than the

‘ perform'mce of such duues as his own’

" mind, will tell him are in- accordauce
’ wuh the honest and: upn«vht dxscharve of
‘hrs duucs as a physician.

omh of you 1o follow. g certain conduct
" seems almuet superero"alory; since to
‘cxercrse your profession. in a, cauuous
and upright manner—to care. for the,
safety and’ comfort of your palrents, and
. mot to use the opponunmes your pro[‘es-
‘ sron .may . give, for the unnecessary or,
‘ carelecs dxvulﬂmff ot' their secrets, espe-,
: clally where this may tend to their in-
- jury ot drspamfremeut—all these are

: nothmg more than every well- prmcrpled ;

of hrs acuon. : Agam, \Ve ask o{' you to

_keep an, aﬁ'ecuonale remembrance of

per-orne, s0 as to desu'e her ad'. ancement ‘

"To exact an

and to promote it if you can. In this, ‘
also, there is nothing that might net be
expected to be the spontaneous outgoings. ,
of your minds, inasmuch as you have .
become incorporated with the Univer-

sity: its honor is reﬂected upon you, .
and the more eminent it becomes, the -

‘more satisfaction you will feel in belong-

ing to it. We do not wish, therefore, that -

‘you should consu]er that this day severs

the connection' between us-—that it.

‘should be.as if it had never been; but
| we wish you should feel a kindly inte--

rest-in. her welfare and. progress, and.
manifest it as ocgasion may allow,; by
any good offices which it may. lie inthe
power of your hand to do;:. in fact, that
the appellation ** alma mater” .s0 com-,

"monly applied in reference to, seats, of

learning, shoyld be applxcd aud {elt in
regard to ourselves: ' - . o

While pointing out, howeve:', ine ac-
cordance of the Oath with' what you -

‘will at, once allow ', be the correct and

necessary deporlmer.t of a nght-mmded‘

individual, there are included in some of
‘the parts eertarn duties, which the re-

. quired brevity may render less perspic-"

"yous to your minds, T shall .therefore,

detain you a short mnc to notiee ong or

two of them; ‘all of them, nouever.

‘bemfr matters of more. ,importance to

your own’ advancement. .than 10, the in-
terests of this Insumuon. in which, is

! again seen Lhe fostermg arms of Alma.
f*Ma(er. B :

Frrsdy lhen, you wxll fulﬁLvour‘;

:promxse of, persevermg “in._omnibus-

| gratiis animi ofﬁcus A towards thrs U ', ;
1, versity, by paymg attenuon to your owp




