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TkUings from Britain.

LONDON, October 20, 1880.
ThIe dead season is uipon us, and our trade is
atasandstill. Closed are our senate hoîîses

those huge milis of lame and learning, light and
liberty# v'aîishcd the la.st brighit rays of the
suru mer suin, %vhich wve, alas! so seldom seu .
led are our suin mer friends, tIse flitting svallovs;
and dead ks that last sweet spark, of by.gone
jovs, the last rose of summer. But their places
are filled by dismal black fogs and chilly iists,
easterly %vinds, rain, hail and sieet, to say noth*
ing of the fearful black-, greasy mud throughi
wvhicli wle iii London, have continually to wade.
Walking is well.nigh impossible, andl %ve place
our feet carefully on the treacherous slinie, every
moment aflticipatiflg to lie laidl low. In short,
Ilsis is truly the winter of our (hscontent, and
iit wvretched are we in consequeiice.

*rrade, as is usiial at this period of the year,
is wvofully depressed, and inglorious inactivity ks
the rule, wvhere it should prove the exception.
However, I must nol growl too loudiy, for,
taking it ail in al], the suinnier trade lias been
rather above the average of the past three or
four years, so that mVsenen have b)een able to
lay in a good stock of nuls for winter uise.

At last the home trade appears likeiy to look,
after colonial orders a littie more acîiveiy, for 1
hear of more than one firmn which is makzing ar-
rangements for representation in Canada, with a
viewv to competing with the Americail trade.

Twelve nionths ago, we wvere deep in the
question of IlReciprocity,'* but the quaiities are
now no longer argueci in public. Trhe question
hias flot, however, been entirely dropped, for I
have recently noticed signs of an early renewal
of the discussion, and, judging by the unanimity
displayed in certain quarters, il seems very im-
probable that England will continue the practice
of the theory of Free Trade she hias so often-
but frui tlessly--expounded to hier contempora-
ries.

"Providence helps those wvho hielp them-
selves," is,.douibtless, a very trite proverb in'cer-
tain cases ; but I am dubions as to its applica-
hility to the case of a youngster who lhelps hini-
self-to his employer's type or stereotype metal.
There have been several such cases here of late,
I am sorry 10 say ; but I noticed that, ini each
case, policemen, miagistrales, and prison wvard-
ers, ail combined to secure for these youthful

students of "Self-Help" a sure andl Certa.in
menus of freedoin front the cares and annovaices
of the worlcl fora limte.

1 never coidd enjoy Tennysvoii's jîneîsss
thouigh, as a1 schoolbov, I tried liard to mas>tr
them. Once or îwice silice thien have I tried ta
read thenm, and nome, having again laid doiwn the
biook, in despair, 1 am forced to the conclusion
that laurels and logic don't seem 10 travel on
the same track. That recent terrible inflictioi,
"De Fr'Lofunidis," I have buried deep limier a
litge pile of pamphlets and parliamentary billz,
trusting 1 miglit neyer catch sighit of it again.
1 wotild fain destroy it, wvere il not for tise fact
that I purchased the copy of the magazine in
svhich il appeared, and woulcl likze 10 have sanie-
thing for my money, even thotigh 1 may ho afraid
10 read il.

The Court of hiankruptcy lias beesi rather
busily engaged in filing pelitions front thosje
connected Nvith the printing trade huere iii Li'

land. A short lime silice, Messrs. Sahisbsr)
& Taylor, the prinlers' auctioneers, liqtuidaiedl,
anci were immiiecliately followed by tlîcst wcll-
knowvn engineers> and nîachinists, M'%essrs. Con-
isbee &. Son. mhen several sinaîl concerns
wvent to smîash, wlîilst the Lanhani Roller Coin-
pany volunlarily -w'ound ils affiairs up, andl tris.
ferred ils business and stock t0 the DaL5 Te/e.
grqph peuple, tIse virtual editor of which, Mlr.
Lloyd, will in future attend to the wan-ýs of the
tracle in this respect. TIie change iras, to a
certain extent, rallier sudden ; thouglh the quebs
tion of winding.up hias been discussed by the
board for some little time. In facet, Mlr. Lin.
ham, and NMr. C. G. Squintani were in constant
communication, and il wvas, at one lime, thought
that tîsis latter gentleman wvould have taken thej
afliair in hand. But some hitch arose, jtil wvhenj
tlîings began t0 lcok most serions. M.Nr. Wm.
Blades, lîaving lost over three thoîîsand posinds
in the etiterprise, refused to assisl in carrymng on
the concern ; negotiations wvithli r. Sqiniai
came t0 an abrupt end, and, iii the extremity,
Mr. Laniliamnimade wvhat termis lie could wvith
his old clients, tIse proprietors of lIse Dily
Tdcegrapz, tIse Fleet street offices of tlîc coin-
pany beisig at once ciosed. 1 %%as very sorry
t0 hecar of this affair, for, dssrisîg ais extcnded
social and businsess coiiiection wvitli r Lns-
hans, ]lis business capacity lias ofien stristck nme
as being above tlîe average, and I lîadl soped
thsat, noiîvithstanding lIse nature of tIse up-hill
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