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The worst featïîrc abolit siti-c.q., lyîng or stealing-is to bc caught at it.
Ilence the degradation and tittcrly corruipt mnoral condition of eveni the

p)riesthioode su thiat a few years tago thu gtoverninenit found itsclf constrained,
to give ivarning that the priests iust reform, or piinislinit mnust bc inced
ont to tlieni-soiiethinig nover beforo kniovi in the history of tho nation.
And if stich is the moeral, or ratlîcr immoral, condition of the shephierds
(as evon the, Buiddhist papers bewailingly assure us), Nvhlat nmust needs, bu
the condition of the flock ?

But eveii this, thoughl of depl signiificanice, is not yct the 'vorst. Bud-
dhisni docs hiave somno vagurte coniceptioni of sin atnd its, final punishnient.
pittures of paradise, of biell, and judgxnoent are oit sale, and the represonita-
tionis of the latter are certaiinly awvftl enioiigh ; but its devotees know noth-
ili 4,f a personal Saviour froin sin, of effectuai repentance, pardon, peace,
,,nda , joyous salvation. Onily throughi the Gospel do they learn the iwords
aud liower of the soug:

"I have a Saviour, He's pleïading ln glory,
A dear, loving Saviour, tiiougli cartlh-friends bc few."

The prlests tells us (antd statements iii tItis article are based. on conversa-
ficmas ivith priests and observations of the peuple rather than on books)
that a inan nay, by reading the Buddhist books, becoine sufliciently frec
fromn cvii desires to becoine a Buiddia-i. c., attain to perfect hajppincss
before or at death. But %vlieil asked whetlier any cime, as a muatter of
fact, did really attain tu suchi a stato iii this life, lie could, think of but
one living pricst îw'ho ivas so far perfectcd thiat lio was cntirely frce from
thle desiro tu steal and the lke. Tîcus it is evidont, the prospects, the
hiope of deliverance froin sin, evenl ainong the priests, is cxtreniely sînaîl.

Aniwat, thon, of the laity ? It is only through thot Gospel that tl e ark-
niglit of despair lias beeni illuminiinated ;and fillcd %vith hiope. ]3uddha, or
Sakya Muni, dlid not die for tîte sins of the people. Christ did, and
Christianity offers, in place cf the unattainable and scarcoly desirable ideal
of salvation by works, that; by fa-ýithi-prescnit, positive, perfect, froc-

Chésfaniy ias iorover, giveni to Japan the best literature of which the
Bible is the foundation.stone. The best of foreig inissionary and Japa-
nse talent laid buen for a lonîg tine engaged on the work of translation,
anaf by the best japaneso, soholaàrs the Bible in the vernacular is pronounccd
one of thie best translations of any b>ook in the ]aiguage. The varions
Bible societies, vith the co-operation of missionaries and colporteurs, are
aîug a grand work in spreding the Bible. The Japan Scripture Union 4
proposes as one of its objects, to give cvery mani in the country, wlîo is j~
able to ma, an opportunity of posscssing the Bible for hiînself. Tme
Christian 1'iîysicians' Society of 70 mnemutbers proposes distributinr flic
Bible alnong the 40,000 piysicians of the empire -ar.d the 1000 nuw mon
wlmo annually enter the medical. ranks. Until the furias permit giving the
whlole Wible, thme Gospel of Lukoe vi-al bc dist-.îbutodý This work bas
alcay been begun, ana is now bcing caricd on.


