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complished. They are workers together with' God; but His leading
has been plain aL3 when le led forth Israel by flame and cloud to its
promised home. is servants followv where Hie shows t4'e way.

'The edict forbidding the profession of the religion of Christ was
t.aken dowvn, buit sentiment wvas stili almost whol]y adverse. 0f foreigu
names the nainie of Clirist wvas stili most hated. Wlien (Christ, the
Prince of Peace, is mnado apostle of 'war; when Eus cros. the sigu of
self-sacrifice, is used as symbol of deeds wortlhy of the Prince of Dark-
ness, small wonder that H1e is ]îated. And among the Japanese
Christ's name hiad been blasphemed by is professed apostkes. li%
cross was a stumbling block and an offense. The men of influence did
flot desire the preaching of is Word.

Fifteen years have passed away, and sentiment has changed. The
leadEng men desire the Christianization of the empire. Statesmen,
teachers, editors, men of influence, declare that the doctrine of Christ
is indispensable. The groverniment protects and aids the preachers, and
the leaders of flhc opposition are- ready te give their influence to, the
inant churchi. Most of thies mnen do not accept Christ for thon-
selvcs-they will not forsake aIl, take iup the cross and follow Hum; but
for mamy reasons they unite in desiriug the Christianization of Japan.
They know that tho higliest civilization is impossible without religion,
and, quick-ivitted, keen-sighited, ini this as in all else, they recognize
Ohiristianity as the bost religion, as indeed the on]y possible religion,
for the new Japan.

Biuddhism is not a possible resource. The educated Japanese of three
hundred ycars ago rejected it for tho agnostic Chinese philosophy, and
their descendants will not return te it8 puerile superstitions and its
liopeless Nihilisrn. Even the priests know that thecir hiour hias corne, and
there isno hu-rt inthem. 'flicphilosophy of Confucius also cornes te,

be udersood s unorty of the liew national life. It pointfoee

t'n tlhe past; -.t liolds to a dcadl conservatism; it so exaîts obedience that
women, children, and the lower classes are degiraded ; its high moral
niaxims can nevcr influence and control the pa-ssions of the multitude.
Wien .Tapaý,n first became acquainted witî flhe West ' our agnostic systems
gained great influence. Thex secrncd te mncet the educated classes
with familiar teaching-they, liko the. nioralists of old Japan, said that
ethies with-ut religion would( suffice for mien of intelligec n ris

But thecy are less popular to-day. Thie lessons of Euirope are net lcst
upon these men ; they understandi the connection of atlîeism and agnos-
ticism witb. socialismi and anarchy. Agyainst these focs flhc govorninent
desires the stable oid cf the churcll of Christ. The grovernment aise
strongly desires fuifl recognitieni frein the Western powers, and is con-
vinced tb-ft it will more easily attain its ends ais a Christian empire.
But the liberal opposition aise dcsires thie rapid extension of thec chiurcli,
believing this te promote the intelligence, the manliness, and the inde-
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