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arrange themselves in a row. Then the ceremonies commence. The
musicians bang away on the cymbals and tambourines, and begin to ery
out as loud as they can ‘Allah Ekber, Allah Ekber !’ The devotees who
Joli up against the wall also begin to roar in cadence and rhythm, keeping
the measure with their feet, and swaying their bodies to and fro.  Louder
and Jouder they cry until their excitement rises to literal frenzy. Their
eves seem to start out of their heads, their mouths foam, and in about an
Lour after the excrcises are begun, several of them tumble on to the flour
rolling in epileptic fits. When the excitement is at its height, several
mad men and women are brought in and Jaid gemtly before the sheik, who
tramples on them very lightly with both his feet.  On one occasion I saw
a poor woman, who was evidently dangerously mad, catch hold of the
sheik’s legs and almost pull him down. She wus removed immediately
with great difficulty by no less than four men.  Meanwhile the howling
continued more deafening than ever. Little children were brought in and
laid down to receive the pressure of the holy foot. A spruce young officer
prostrated himself and was similarly treated. By this time the dervishes
atthe upper end of the room had lost all control of themselves. The
cymbals twanged and crashed, the tambourines and drums were banged
with tremendous force, and the whole frantic congregation was screaming
as if possessed, ¢ Allah Ekber, Allah Ekber !’ As a grand finale to this
scene of wild excitement, a little and very officious dervish made his
appeatance carrying a brass dish_containing a sharp knife, a live snake,
and a small red-hot poker, which he presented to the sheik, whe, holding
the dish in his hands, advanced to the upper part of the chamber, and
actually stabbed one young epileptic with the knife from cheek to cheek ;
another franticaily seized upon the snake »nd began to bite it, but nobody
seemed inclined to touch the red-hot poker, for that remained unused on
the dish to the end.”

Moiamurpax DEGraDaTION OF Womax.—When we think of the part
played by women in the Christian religions world ; when we remember
liow women have come to the frout in every progressive movement ; when
we think of their place in art, in literature, and in suciety ; when we note
how in Christian nations women are hoaored and protected—then we
begin to realize that some immense power must have entered the society
where women were once sccluded, degraded, and oppressed.  Exactly the
cpposite of all this is witnessed in the whole Mohammedan world, This
aone accounts for the decadent history of the faith which Mohammed
panted. A religion which perpetuates the degradation of woman is
doomed, and it is dying. This is one reason for the condition of Turkey
and of Persia.  Society in these lauds is paralyzed by the absence of any
scotiment in favor of the clevation of the fumale part of the commumty.
The Koran, which contains so many noble irculeations, vet fatally brands
woman with the stamp of cowpleto inferiority. In doing this it sinks
morality, purity, and socicty itsclf under a deadly weight.  Some curious
Englishmen and a few cccentric Americans some time ago tried to make
themselves famous by importing Mohammedanism into England and the
United States. The attempt at a new sensation was a complete failure.

The world bas no place for a new faith of that sort.—The Christian Com-
monwealth, London.



