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I'risslc's Vecnture.

(Centimite.i tol tetI)

Atter watcbing for awlîile tho crowd ont ta
(Io thecir Naturday nigbt shopping, l>rissio re.
turtîrd to lier moon and iu a short time was in a
notint! 8leep.

Tte next ei'ening the cbîîtrdîI bells reiiiiuded
lier that she ougbt to go to chîîrch ifahie wantcd
ta bogie atiglit in lier now lite. She lookc'i out
of her window and tram overy point saw people
streaming, co-ning aut! going ii ail directions,
and remtemberingehe laed hoard it remarkcd tîtat
Winnipeg'ô population was a church.going eue,
anud thàt evory Sunday oecning the rnajerity
ivas te be fount! in one or ether ef tho miany
plasces of wcrsbip, alio started off andi son
fouet! herseit ini ene, and settlet! in a seat jn
the gallery where she could sc overything.
What atruck bier rnest was the comparative
youzn efthe congregation, very few ald people,
mûre mniddle ageti people andi a great niany
Young men.

Ilrissie tlîouglit of flic clurch lu the littIe
country tairerit honte where pew aiter pew watt
eccupiet! by gray biaireci heads et familici, their
joints stiffeuet! and their faces wvrinkled by the
bard road tht-y lied ihewed for tîtemaisves
through the feres et Oatarie, and whee fire-
aide circles bat! in many cases been breken te
help form the pioncera et the Prairie Province,
andi sait! te herse:f te There he, there muet be a
glorious fut-zre le store for this new country
with its wealth et yenng ardent lives fillet with
hope andi golden dreains ef the future." Ser-
vice began and Pris-tie listened wbile the pastor
prayet! for " the stranger within oue ga -i,"
andi besought that te the rnany seule deprivet! of
the safeguards et hume rnight bo strengthsnet!
le the right way," anti she realiset! that thora
were bat.les te bc touglit and hard places te go
through, ne inatter where ene's lot was cast.

the next day l'cissie sait! te herselt that the
first thieg te bo dloue ias te socurs a beardieg.
lieuse e getting a few addresses freont the
mernieg papier, ao; scon as breakfast waa over
ahoe alliet!forth. Oh, thieweary work shebat!.
Otieplace was toe big ant noisy, another toe amall,
hiera she conît! get board but ne room, anti thora
a mont but rnubt get let- meules outaide. The
distingnishing featute et anober place was six
srnall childreu and a stieng sniell ef anions,
and it was net oî'crly c'ean te boat, at the ncxt
place cvery room wua arranget! with inathema.
tical precisien anti at the door a rnathmatically
arrangea! landlady (aIl angles), requestet!
lier iii an acitinlatet! veice ta te wipe lier fent on
the mat " andi wantet! se îîîncb money tor ber
reent that Ptissie felt it was boyenti het purse.
AI! nîornirig shte trampet! arounti, andi after
diecer began again. It scernet te ber that al
the places she dia! net like "'ere ready te have
ber, andi ail the places she ciret! ta go te bad
been fllet! by saime ane belte ber or she was
tait! that gentlemen boarders were preterreti.
Tite latter was the case se often that at laut she
asketi oe oit! lady who baed quite taion ber
fancy, and wle bat! replicd le thai way, "4Wby
de you prcfer gentlcmen te ecenpy yeur
roemps? Do yen tlîink because 1 amn a girl titt
1 ami mûre likely te rite off witl yeur aptens,
ta ruin yeur fureituro, te cerrupt your servants

or to tliagrace yeur bouts le any way tItan If 1
was a youug nman ? 1 have always been under
tho impression that the reverse was the case.*'
Tite oit! lady looket! quiatiy at ber for a mom.
cnt, anti replied wlth a amilo : el My dear, the
enly girl boardor I ever bat! was atwoya arount!
the bouse, andi wenld even buet tee up ini the
k-itolion If abin got tiredt et lier own cempaey;
biat a gentleman friand wbo came te see ber at
l'ait tires niglits a week, wiîen tlîey monepo-
liseti the pai 1er, anti sie was aiways nusslng
ateunti lu lier bedreoin waehidg: hautikerchiets,
lace, etc. that site wotilt torget te send ta tbe
lanindry wltb tue reat et lier washieg, aed thoen
borrewing my flot frors te do thein up, se 1
caime te the conclusion 1 wonld rout my two
rooma togentlimennnly." Prissie wisbed!witlî
aillber hiaut site coutît stay, as it was te lier the
niost hemelike place site hati cerne te, 80se i
began te e:cplain that ahe bopet! ater awhile
te be tee bttsy te gossîp, that site woulti
endeavour net te offend in the miatter et
wasbîng, an,! as for the lever, bere sIte
swiilet! atîd saiui :l I will be perfectly
"s8atistiet! tbat my stay with yen wlll net soon
"bcecut short if yen ivill agree ta tako me until
"yen sesymnpterna,oet ometbin'g e the sert."
The oIt! lady amiled anti wavered. lkissie toIt!
wbere site carne freint sud whist she wanted te
de, wltb sncb caruteesa that et lait it ieltet!
ber heart anti arrangements were matie aed
l>risiie went back tte tbe liotel tirae but vic-
toriens. Next evenîug saw her instaliet in lier
little box of a rain, net tnuch space te spare
but everytlîing neat andi cean, anti aveu pretty
witli snewy certains at the window. The uext
rnerning sie arase, iveut dowu te breakfast snd
was ietretiuccd te lier felleîv boarder M r. Currle
by naine, anti thon about Dine e'clock after bav-
ieg again Ecannet! the at!vertisineolunsof the
niorning paper, starteti eut te scek ber fortune.
The firât place et business shin wcnt te was a
dry gooès istore, where a clerk for the gleve
counter was waeted. The lirar questien "Hlave.
yen bat! any experience V' tiebarreti ber fremt
that place. The next iras a stationery store,
irbere the wages were se 8maI! anti the proprie-
toi- se pompons, that Prissie thought te berselt
that hie wonlt! seau be asking bis enîployec for
rnoney for lettieg them bave the henor of work-
ing fer him, insteat! et payiîug thora for their
servicet-. Thon sIte feunti berseif in a large office
tel et clerks, she felt a great desire te beceme
one of snch a bnsy andi apratently flonrishiug
establisbment, but ber inability ta write short.
baud was tîte barrier this tinie. The last sa-
dress ahe bat! on ber liat took ber te a sinart
office ou the firat flat et a large building ou Main
street. She went lu the deor and at once
8atteaiback lu ainazement. The office iras
full, aitting, standing, prepping thernielvos up
agaluat the i-all thore, ail sorts andti izes of
girls, pretty anti plain, .Iadylike and vulgar,
well tiresseti and shabby, sud sestet! at bis
t!esk, leanieg back je bis chair, talking te a ret!
cheeketi girl witb a quid et gen lu lier inouth,
st the manager, very suave, rather handsine,
a trille aiea el, ant! trou tias ta time catting at
glane areuud the room witb the air et au east-
cru Prince le bis harem. Prissio countet! the
girls, madie thern ton anti coula! sec another
contingant! decitiing tbora iras net much cbance
for ber, stoppeti out and ivnt hiome te lunchi,

tired lu body andi mina. i1e010la ne net te
tell et the tisys fellowing et îvhlcb this was a
sameple. Wlion ovcry day ahe iront eut anti
evory uigbt rotnrned ne nearer, apparently,
te the desired euti. Weeks paesed and one day
she came back in the atternoon anti st den lin
ber rment andi began te monder if sfUer aIl she
bat! made a mistake, anti it sbe lîad botter go
bonte anti ackuowledge that ber ventume hat!
failet!. llemo-she sait! tbe word over softiy
te berse!f and it conjuret! np hîappy creles
days, dccc- tamilier faces, ber laiher's grave,
why sIte coulai hear the meadow luit wbiatlieg?
andi the becs humming arolttît their Itires
the oIt! gardon, coula arneil tlic dorer fichdd
ant! sc the traei lier favorite uoek bendieg
their tops te thc caresses et the wut!. IIow
site wisbet! sue mas thoro. 1. wau a littie coen
sholteti by giant beeches, oe particelar trac
grow eut se far anud se loir ovor tee mater that
îîîany a time she hati clamberet! ont witb the
book andi est thera sending Icares floatieg on
the current, or sitently watching the tninnowa *
darting ie and! eut. Thora groîr browe rubses
sud great whbite spotîcas water lillica, whnse
golden hbarts glowet! and glearnet iu the suie.
mer suri, anti satily suie woudereti hem otten
the tlowers iroulti but! andi grow iete bcsuty
aund fail, hewm rny nuiriner tisys that sucuy
brook moult! dituplo anti splasb aor ita pebbiy
bcd, boîr many times the birds weult! huilai
tîteir *teste, rear their breetis anti fiy sonthirard
betorete rnc ight ho thoro again, anti carne te
bersel! with. a stamt te realize that the tos
were chasing eue anetbertiown ber checks, that
lier beat! achet! anti ber beout felt heery, tbat
iu short she was hotue-mîck. Thon she cried, andi
toIt botter alter the mauner et wmrankinti,
bathet! lier face eut! ast dame te scola horself.
She tiieuiite. "Now Prisaie Etrong, irbat la the
"«matter with yoen? Vea expectet! diflieulties,
l"yen have liat! yeur expoctatiens realizoti. Yen
<'dit! net bepc, te lied a situation weîiting for
"Iyen aronut! the fir8t corner yen turnet! anti
"cyen have net yet turnet! the corner te it,
"eyen have a nice besring heuse, yen liko tho
"place, yen have matie a feir friends, yen menu
"1te acceeti anti irat are yen crying about?",
anti setting ber fipi firrnly as mas lier habit, ahe
ment tiown te tes. Mr. Currie iras at.tîe table.
hie looket! at bier as site caime In antI netet! -witb
a sympathetio oye the tireti face, the alightly
retitenet! cyelitis anti the fixet! îipa. Ho was a
quiet yeung mnu but a koua observer, anti al- f
tbough ho bat! net speken rery many iverds te
ber he felt interestet! in the result et ber quant
fer employrnt, whicb tho iandlat!y bat! teIt!
hlm et. Hoe sair that tbis evenieg ahe iras a
little discoerageti, anti wenderet! if lie ceelci
beli her any. At lsst ho saiti witb a sigb :
111 have ta go back te tbe office te-nigbt. Woa
"are very bnsy. I tbink tise oit! man will have
"«te get a copyjat?' A liglît Icapet! into Prisaio's
face as she aaketi quietly: "Wbero la your off-
iceV' H-e toit! lier, anai yen may be sure the
noxt mernieg fouet! bier le the managor's rein
maiting ta speak with hlm, In a feir merda
she atatet! ber business. He mas a littIe abrupt
aId mnu, irbe lookoti at ber witb bis sharp gray
cyes ant! thon sait! -"ll1ump, se I ment a copy-
"lat, tie I. W~eii supposing I tio, irbat mnakés
"«yen tbink yotn'll atti~. Air girls' braies'ere
"matie fer, se ier as 1 eaut sc,- [s te think about.
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