
THLE ACADIA ATIRE TfUM.

Airts, is it? What kind. of arts? 1 wou't
stop to expiain but 1 wiil say the word "Arts"
as here used is a mucli worn relie of the past.
IIow much better always to speak of the
"icourse of study."

Well, about " Modemi Languiages." 1 don't
like that expression either. It does liot ex-
press what we mean. We doni't want Mic-
mac, or Goelic, or Telugu, or Ohinese tauight
in Acadia. The terni may be ornamentai but
it is delusive. It is niot lionest. The terni
usualiy bringys flrst to our mind Frencli and
German. Now 1 challenge German. 1 stop
it at the gate. I say, ente-r not here. Four
years .are t'wo brief, othier subýjects are too
urgent to admit of you. Other things prom-
ise more usefuiness. '. say, reinaun without.
many xviii corne out probabiy to go with you
but inside we calinot entertain you.

But the Frenchi language mrc admit.. We
speakz in the hearingy of the Senate, as it wyere,
and we say by ail nizans, and as soon.as you
can, piainly deciare the very grreat propriety
of inaking it a condition precedent that every
a,.pplicant for a B. A. degrc shall be. able to
handie the Frenchi tougrue as tlioroughlly as
the Engiish. Stop not short of that.

Reasois why. We are a doubie-tongued
people. Th-- entire population of the Domin-
ion (1881) wnas 4,324,810. 0f this nunîber 1,-
298,929 are Frenchi spealzingc. .Aimost all
others spea,,k the Engiish language. In Nova
Scotia we hiave 41,2919 French' ; ii -New
]Brunswick 56,635, and ini P. E. Island, 10,1751.
How shall our ministers preacli and teacli the
gospel to al' their fellow-countrymen with-
out a knowiedge of Frenc:h. 'Shall we spend
se mucli for the land of the Telugus and le-, ve
so large a pro portion of our ownv people act-
ually anapproached, except by the inost feeble
nhissiunîtry effort. How grandl it wauld, be if

ail cadi's radua' s now prcachingr the
g ospel could discourse in French as wveli as
in English. flow would our Norinandy re-
joice to hav e Cohoon and Warre.n and other
of Acadia's sons take -" fcw wveeks in lis -,,ide
-feld and souoid out the everlasting, gospel in

the sweet accents of the French tongue. WiUl
you tell me how our politicians and states-
mcen can understand and thoroughly discuss
political, questions anyw,.her3 and everywhere
in this Dominion without the use ef Frenchd?
It is impossible. Tell me how the lawyer iii
this country can risc to the highest place ini
his profession wvithout French. H1e cannot
doit. .4. perfect understanlding of the Frenéli
is absoluteiy necessary to a perfect under-
standing of the Quelbec laws, and these iaws
arc the subject of review at Ottawa at every
session of our suprenie appeal court.

Another reason. More than haif the period.
of our provincial history is a history of FTench
occupation. lIt is simpiy impossible correct-
ly to understand and unterpret that history:
without the knowiedge of the- laugruage of
thc people who iaùe it. Being Engiish rny-
self 1 assume our race is the predominant one
in this country and that eventuaily Frendh
must go and al mnust yield to the impetuous
and irresistable. tide af Anglo-Saxon progress
and advancement. But that tume is far ahead
and few things wiil se hasten it as the know-
ledge of the Frendh language by the Enghieli
speaking people of this country. The assimi-
lation of our laws and institutions will be
greatiy accelerated, by the power to use freely
and correctly the language in which our
F'-ech people speak.

Another reason. lIt is a beautiful langruage.*
Its study means the cultivation of the grace
of speech. It opens the portais, not oniy to
our own eariy history and to a ready acquain-
tance wvith our French feilow-citizens, but
aiso to the rich stores of Frenchi lit'e *rature,
and the thozougli kno'wledge of Frenchi ýU.
Acadia will do much to bring' our Frenc-
youth to lier halls.

The acquisition of this language so as toi.
be able to think and speak in it as.readily cas,
ii oar mother tongue, 'meaus discipline, -.
meaus the qui.ckeningr of the ear, the cultiýva-
tion of the vocal orgrans, the instant transl-.
tion fromn our own tongue into itne pleasure
and even fascination of being-able -to express


