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were accompanied, were, we believe, almost
identical. Those officers were alike recom-
mended to avoid extreme men, to pursue a
policy of conciliation, and build up, if they
could, a moderate party whose negative and
quiet qualities would prove acceptable to the
Colony and very comforting to the Colunial
office. But while the instructions were
similar, the men who were to carry them
out, and the people to whom they were to
be applied, were by no means alike. The
question of origin, and in a less degree of
creed also, was Lord Gosford's difficulty. It

in his walks or saw them at their windows.
He seemed to be chiefly concerned, not only
to avoid dining alone, but to avoid having a
vacant place at his table. The dinner con-
ditions dear to the heart of old Tusser were,
we are inclined to think, by no means absent
from the mind of Lord Gosford:

¢ Ask me not to dine
Where the host is stiff, and the guests are fine,
Where wine is hot and the plates are cold,
The mutton young, and the spinsters old.”

His was a genial and kindly nature, and

was his duty to bring two races into accord, | the reception 2nd dining rooms of the Gov-
and make it possible for Englishmen and ernor’s house at Quebec were fitting P]aces
Frenchmen, Protestants and Catholics, to for its frequent and convenient display.
live together without jealousy, to work toge- | Such gatherings, however, had no permanent
ther without discord, and to find in the union , Fesult. He might multiply his wines, but
of the present ample compensation for the es- | 1€ could not r.nix the pec?ple who drank
trangements of the past. Such a task should | them, and thus it may be said, that while on
have been, and doubtless was, congenial to | the one hand his hospitality, like .hls hope,
the mind of a large-hearted man, and though | never failed, so on the other, his policy,
Lord Gosford did not succeed, there can be | like his government, never succeeded.

no doubt that he tried to deserve success. ; Sir Francis Head, though somewhat of a
It hasbeen said that his Lordship was not re- | philosopher, and a good deal of a knight
markable for great attainments or great | errant, was also a man of culture, energy and
experience, but unquestionably he pos jcourage. He wrote, as he rode, with ease
sessed more than average ability, together ., and grace. As an officer of engineers he had
with a genial disposition, ample fortune, , seen service in the Peninsula, and was, we
hearty manners and hospitable tastes.— | believe, present at Waterloo. It is probable
Moreover he received a large official | that a long period of peace and slow pro-
income, which he spent with a free and | motion encouraged the formation of new
open hand. He had an Irshman’s faith | tastes, for in the year 1828, with the rank of
in the advantage of “ bringing people toge- | Major, Sir Francis retired on half-pay.
ther.” He appeared to think that estrange- | Being known to possess certain qualities
ments could be overcome by judicious din- | favourable to such a duty, he was invited by
ing, and resentments cooled, if not quenched, | interested persons to inspect and report on
by a generous application of well chosen | some of the silver mines of South America.
wine. His cook and his cellars became the | His “ Rough Notes of a Gallop across the
silent auxiliaries of his policy, and his| Pampas,” and climbing the Andes, is one
kitchen, so to speak, was turned into a nur- | of those agreeable narratives which showed
sery of conciliation. Neither did he devolve | the author to be a keen observer as well as
on his staff the sole duty of inviting guests ; a bold horseman. Possibly his adventures
to Government House, for His Excellency j on that occasion were not without their
by no means regulated his hospitalities by | effect on the minds of some who, nine years
“cards of request.” On the contrary, he | later, found a reason for his appointment to
would frequently ask people as he met them | the Government of Upper Canada in the



