
272 STATISTIOS.

OUR STATISTIOS.

Ecclesiasticai 8tatisties bave eiicited no small amiount of attention and
int.erest within thiese few pasi> yeurs, and tbey promise to occupy, in no
long tirne, a proinieut place in the history and literature of the chureli.
Lt is a, natter of burpribe that thieir value was not feit and -teknowledged
ut an carlier pqiode and tildt ejfforts were flot made long ago to, colleet and
arrauge theiîî, l'or w'e doubt iout thiat they would have told powerfully upon
the prosperity of tAie lCin-duii of C'hribt. On this*point the chjîdren of
the worid have showîî theinselves te bc wiser thian the children of liglit.
Parliamentary representatives and Cabinet 3Miuisters ; the originators of
certain Legisiative enactiients, and the opponents of these ; the mian of
conmmerce and thie friend of -agriculture ; thîe student of problems bearing
on social advanemlent, and îuiaiy others, have feit the necessity of statis-
tical information upon the particularsubjeet with whichi thiey wcre engagea,
have instituted enquiries to obtain it, and have been led to conclusions at
whiohi, in ail probzibility, tlhey could never have arrived had it not been
procured. The churuh. was iiot ,so ready to perceive the importance of
statistics tu lier iveifare and progress ; but shie lias niow happiiy been
awa*kened frin lier apathy, and the resait lias already begun to evince
itself in thne inertvat.,ud publie ,pirit by whieh she is characterized. in the
increased zoad and succv:ss wNith which, she is carryimg un bier appointed
ag'gressive warfare tupon the kigesof idolatry, superstition, and reli-
gieus inidiffrence-in the inereascd spirit witlî wbichi she is sending forth
lier appe-als throughout te diffiurent sections, and in the more liberal
response which, these appeals receive.

The collectiiîg of statistical inruidtion serves a good purpose among
congtregrations i n i ivid ually. W lieni sueli information is sought froin year
tu year, the interest of these who bear thieir Zion on their hart, and whose
pn'aycr is thiat peace nîay Uc witbin ber walls, and prosperity iwithin her
palaces, is strengthiened. If ivîprovenient is visible that information
enables to discerui the steps by whichi it bas been attained ; if no improve-
muent bias taken place-if there liab been retrogression instead of progression
-that infornmation wili erniabe te diseover the fà]lse steps that have been
adopted, or the caiiker whiclî is 1yiug at the root exerLing its biighting,
-tnd destructive inifluence. Arid i., it not the duty of every menuber of a
cengrregatioti te take, au iiîterest iu sucli informiation, and endeavour to
procure it There are soine, indeed, iwho c.are for none of these thiiugs.
Gîve thenli the ordinances cf the Sabbath, and they are satisfied. It inay
U?, aise, that they liko te sec crowded pews, and a well-flled saznctuary, to
have the G-ospel preaclhed iii its purity, and te have delineated befere them
the joys and gleries of Iunaulsland, enrielhed with ail the splc-udid
scenery that inspiration lias paiinted, or the imagination eau conceive; but
as to the positive increase cf iiieibers duringy the year, anid the suius thiat
have Ucen raiscd for iislsionary, benevolent, and other pious purposes, they
live ini a reitin in whiehi tliey dlu net wisl their minds to be distnrbed by
suci inattcrs. i'ct do they aet un this principle in their woridly business ?
Moes the fariner net iook well te the ýstate, cf lis flocks and his hierds, and

tu tie inicrease of his fields? Does flot the nierebant take stock froin time
to tue, caîculate his inconie, balance his books, and sec Nvhether he is


