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BEGIN AT ONCE.

]3egiî at once and do whatever your
mnaster coîInniandel. Bogin to, practice re-
ligion. A chilà wvould nover learri te %-alk
by nl hundred taike about the law cf gra-
vitatin; it înust use its own feet, even at
the risk of niany a tunibie, AVait not for
more feeling, or more, puiigeit, convietions,
or for anything that you read ùf iii other
peoples experiences. These ire ail snares
and hindraxîces, if they keep) yeu freux do-
in 'g at once the very first act that %will
please Christ. H9ave yeu neyer opened
vour lips te an unccîîverted friead, either
to avow your own feeling or te do tliat
friond Soule g(îod ? Thon try it; ycu w'ill
strengthen yuurself, and inay bring a
blessing te inii or lier. In shorb yeu
mnust beguxl te ebeyv a new master; te serve

.a new Saveur; to strike eut a new lime of
living, and rely ou Ged's ahinighity help) to
do it. WhIenl yeu give yourself te Christ
in this whle-litarted nnd practical fashion
lie wvill give you a thousand-fold riclier
gift iii returri. Yes, he&. içill give yeu Hiim-
self !Wlien you îccsChrist yeu have

cvertlîiîg.-m-.2'. L. ellyler.

THE FIRESIDE SAINT.

Deubtîcess the nmeiory cf cdi crie of uis
will furnish ithe picture cf sorne iinember cf
a fanîiily wlîose vcry presence secined te slied
haîppiness; a daughiter, perbaps, -whoso lighit
step even in the distance irradiated every
oiies couintenatice. Wlîat-was the secret of
sitcl au oe&s power? Wlîat hiad she donc?
Abselutely nothing but radiant siniles, beaun-
ing good- littmer, the titct cf deoilig what every
one xvantcd, told that she hiad gotten eut cf
self and learned tcthink for allers; se that,
at cone tirxe, it showed itself i lu dprecatinig
the quarrel which lowered brews and raised
tories already shcwed tu be inipendig !)Y
sweet words; at another,by snicothing an in-

vai9 pillow; at anotîer, 1y hunioriiig and
sofein a father who liad returned weary
a'ind lli-teiinpered frein the i.rrititing caves of
business. None but elie saw these thine;molle but a leving hieart ceuld Sec. That.;
ivas the secret cf lier heavenly poer.-7'he
PRer. .FrcdericL- Robertson.

MSARK 0F A LIVING CHURCH.

No church is ini a truly living condition
which ie net, like the early church, adding
to its menibere such as are being gaved.
There niay beactivi4tY,, libea-ality, good atten-
dance at public -bersh iV aitd prayer niecet-
.uý, and yet if ia addition to, those there

are ritt fcuiud rien and Nvemen askcing--' '%vhiat
niust I do te hoe saved",-thiere je need cf re-
vival. Wliere the Hcly Sprtis preselit iii
powver, tme deep seuse of the importance cf

spir itual anud eternal thiîigs %vill 80 perv-ade
ai the %'erk cf the cengregation that, it %vill

spread te others. A church without con-
victions, without conversions, without in-
quirers, witlîout jgrowvUî frorn withiim, mnay
have a naine te live but life je feeble..

PiIAYER.

The miore spiritutal the seul, je, the ileye
prayerful. it will be because it je then the
uuuest occupied in heart and dlesire about the
thirige cf God. Our, prayers will ho fewv and
feeble if ouru walk %vitIi God be of alow char-
acter. If we have iarron' views cf G od and
Ris purposes, our prayeors wvill be aIse nîîr-
rew aîid contined. If wve are unstable, un-
believing and unspiritual, our prayers nuay
returu unanswverable. Faith, a good consci-
ence, a large heuart, kmîowvedge cf the id
and ivilI ut Gcd, andl a seînse cf our utter
w cakiiess, are tlîe prerequisites of prayer.
Nut niay xvords ai e needed-the <lesires cf
tue Spirit in our Iiearts, 'aith greamuings that
canneS lue uttered, God wvi1l attend te. R1e
that searclîeth the heurt and kîîoectli the
iiiid of the Spirit, gives lueed te the
feeblest ci-y. It is far miore imiportant te cou-
sider the touiditiç)i (>f our seuls, au.î the,
truthfulness cf env requets, than the n'ode
cf utterance or fori cf speech, lu prayer,
ive ]lave te (Io witl the d vine ear, andi net
wicli nian's.-Scletd.

Tlîe inarvelleus progress of thc Gospel
in Japan, whiclî but a few years siuîce wvas
clint against the Gospel, je seei ini the
fellowing statencit :

"The statisties cf ail the chîurchee in Jap-
ai- give the total cf urgauized. cluxchcs at
123, cf whilch. niiunher 64 are Self- supporting.
'lie total addition reported in 1886 Wras

4,629. This miakes thie uu'enbership oin the
Ist of Jannary, 1887, te lhe 14,815 (426 wcre
added iii Jaliuary, 1887.) There are 169
theelogical students, and thec total contri-
butions iii 1886 were 826,86d."

We have received tic report cf the
Ladies blissionary Society, cf Kniox
Church, Brookfield, Truyo Pres. It wais
organized, May 1Itlî, 1887, and lias; since
niade exicellent progrese. The attendance
at the mnorîthly mieetings has been geod,
and inuch interest shown. The ainount,
raisied by the Society has been divided
evenly between. Home and Foreign
blissions.


