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How it canie about was this. lin the midst of ail inîy
work in startiîîg our YOUNG C~xAADIA, anîd in trying to
miakec it worthy of our youing rcaders, and of the support
of thicir parents, so many, topics accuinuaicd on n)
table tlîat eveîîtUally, aftcr filling drawers full, and
stuffing l)igcon-iloles, 1 rcsorted to the nitichi more con-
venicent planl of gctting a large book, whiclî I called Mny
Suggestion Book. 'l'le topics got classified uinder dif-
fêrent lie.tdings, and %vere tntecd .uccordingly on the
page bearing rit the cdgc the letter of the alphabet which
correspondcd to tic principal word iii the topic.

For cxanîpic, unidcr the letter
Bý,

there ivas put " lirds' -ggs," Birds' Nests," " Habits
of our Birds," "Birds' Sonigs," etc., etc., etc.; and every
tîmie I turnied over that p)age I hiad the mnost deliclouis
feeling of pleastire in an ticipation, knowing wcli the
lov'e y su)jects and (lelightful surprises I shouild have in
store for you aIl.

Under th'e saine letter 13, carne also "Butterfhies" and
Ileeties," and a host of things likc " Ioats," "l Bats,"

and otliers equally temipting. How mny fingers fondled
my book ! ioîv they grojied out for iny uiei, impatient
to dash iîîto the subjects

But tiiey Nvere not ali-those good things, in 13, nor
eî'en aIl at the beginingii of the alphabet. 1 turined
over to

and there I c-ame uipon Wild Finwers. I could go no0
further. 1 feil i-dri-iiiiig« Visions of ramibles over
his, down dales, tuhroughl thickets, across inarshes, in
ivoo(ls, along the roadsîde, around the farmi, cime creep-
in- into my soul. Voices that have ingiiled with mine
in l)raise and adorationî of whlat w.e saw , hiands tlîat
have swiftly pluckced cach new specimien discovere.d
feet that have imibly risked their best shoes to Save mine
in quest of a briglit-colouircd treasuire high up on a bank,
or dep) clown iii a gully ; chatter by the way-bide of
the Ilwlîy " and the Il ierefore " tlîat made the rosy
stinset coîne aIl too soion ; and lauging appetites for
super that sent a deeper piathios inito otîr Il Heavenly
Father, bc pleascd to <,tant Tii> blessing.

1 set down my peni-just thîcre b>' tic ink bottle-and
tliought, and thouglît, aiîd thoughut. Next morîiing 1
thouight again, and thoughit, and thought. H-ov to get
nîy youing Canadians to know tliis pleasure, to lasme this
joy, to secuire this education, to love those quiet, simple,
beautiful, glorîous things that Nature lias strewni aroind
our path wvitlî such prodigaiuy that ive alniost despise it
for its richniess.

In one of our rânmbles "ve hiad a competition. We
set ont deterinied to find tweiîty difféent specimiens of
plants. 'l'lie voices l)roteste(l. IlTwenty ! Tlîat's a
fearful lot." %Ve came homte w'ith thirty.five-not bad
for a first outing. Next day ive spread our booty ont
on the grass to couîît. X'ou shotild have hieard the
voices and seen the faces as the specimens countcd up,
and up, aîîd up. %%'leu we camie to sixty, I could not
control the fmngcrs and the feet. Sucli a wriggling of

exciteîneît as ive drc-.ç' tîar sevent>' ! But at last, whien
wve coniclud -d at seveîîty-eight, sorte people in a camoe
out on the lake had good reason to think we lind taken
]cave of our scnses. And, strangest of al), the 3'oungest
pair of eyes, «nîd liands, aîid feet, claimied the liotî's share
of the spoil.

'I'iat ivas lier first lesson. Sitîce theîî you îîeed not
try to deceive lier about any plant w~ithiiî onec hundred
ati> way, anîd lier owîî age can still be writteîî witlî oîie
figtire.

My thiîiking anîd thinking grew, as ail tiîinkiiîg shouid,
into actinîg. I began. 1 %vrote to somne. I visited
others. I was bold enough to brave the Iloakeî doors"
of maîîy lcarned nmen. I must have rny young Cana-
dians love thiese things.

Perlîaps 1 nîay tell you a secret w~hîich I ani hiere re-
in<iied of. Mle liad niuch difficulty iii clîoosing the

colour of tic w~rapper of '11F YOUNG CANADIAN. Our
Royal Canadiaîi Acadeny gentlemen wlîo were design-
ing the T1itie Page of course preferred sorte -tstlietic
siîade-lovely browns, soft greys, even a terra cotta w~as
suggested. We fell upon a plan, a sort of cousus of
opinion. Ile did ,îot, Iîowever, go to the pro fessors'
oaken doors tlîis tinîe. WVe w~ent out to the gardeui, and
callcd a lîost of smnali fry, who were pulliuîg roses and
swinging iii hamnocks, and iii every way having a good
tinie. \VTe set out before tlieni a varied choice of colours,
ail1 the hues of the rainbow.

A few mîomients' silence ensued. r[ite eyes wandered
over every colour, back and forward, and back again.
13> «-nîd bye we could sec tîat, opîinionis were being made

p.'l'lie eycs left the paliers and souglît ont otiier eyes,
to know whether tlîey too were decided. W'ith one
exception, tlîcy chose our colour-not the one ive wanted
theîîî to choose, but the colour we have-tîat pretty
slîade of bluîe, over whiclî 1 daresay pour eyes soîîîe-
tulles wander with pleasure as tîle> pick out tue picture
that pleases thei best. And why?

IlIt's so like the dear little robitn's e-g ie fouind yes-
terda>' droîpced ont of its îîest." ;D

Whenci 1 toid themn the colour %vas actually calied
Roiins Egg llue," they did not screani. Tlhey scared

in silutît woîider.
So >'ou sec tiîere is Caîiadiaîi Natuiral I-listory eveîî

iii tue colour of otîr papier.
But in> tiiîking, and writing, and visits, did îlot bring

nie îiuch satisfactioni at once. Th'iis is mioîtiîs igo, aîîd
1 almnost niîadc upl ii> iîîiîîd that I- slîould have to lie-
conte a travelinug agent, and go abouit ail our great cities
tu find somcouîe wlîo could work up for îîîc my favourite
subject. Soutec were too bus>'. Soîîîe too idie. Soîîie
kuliewv too mnuci. soutec too littie.

At leuigui my mnail bag, one fine niorning flot very
lonîg ago, brought mie a solutionî of miy difficulty.
After op)enii.g aî pile of lettcrs, I caine upon the fol-
low'ing:

I desire ta côngratuinte yau an. the tone and abject of your
tndcrtkmig, as %vehl as the superior get 11p of your jounanl. I
heartily approve of cvcr cWort beiîîg mualle to devclop a national
sentiment iii aur y'ou:î pecople in coiitraidistiiict;on to scctioanism,
m-hich, in the plst a id even flaiv, cmuses a friction vcry unidesir-
able.
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