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FRAUDULENT FRUIT PACKING,
In

C

ost slght  of

mything in the way of impi

#unst him before a magistrat

onnection  with the matter of
ilent packing of frult—a sub-
hich has been frequently dealt
n these columns—there s a
* which has been to some ex-
in the past, and
has a most Important bearing

the whole operation of the Do-

Fruit Marks Act. Tt is, that

sumer or retail dealer in fruit

dependent upon the inspector
enforcement of the act. It has
0 much the case in the past

cked or bad fruit which pass-
Inspector at Winnipeg was al-
0 0 by the country purchaser

protest, he public  should
nderstand that any person who
% that he has been defrauded
his  disposal the machinery
1 by the Fruit Marks Act, and
take action to have the gullty
punished by laying informa-

iwing conviction and punish-

readily be seen that the in-
it such an Important distri-
point as Winnipeg must be a
. AS 4 matter of fact, In
Ping season he has more work
can do. Some fruit is bound
I the consumer which has had
more than a superficial ex-
' here. Every barrel of ap
box of other fruit cannot be
| of its contents, and a close
n made. It, therefore, be-
hie duty of those who finally
these goods for consumption
I* us to whether or not they
I 10 the standard called for by
ks on the package, and in
they plainly do not, the
s should be taken to
L recurrence of the deception.
¢ duty which each honest eiti-
1o his fellows, and no spirit
Terence  or procrastination

allowed to save the guilty
i dealer from paying the pen-
h his dishonesty deserves,

ANADIAN FISHERIES.
West there Is a tendency to
‘L grain and cattle are the
't sources of revenue the
people. 1t is well enough
hould think our own contri-
the wealth of the country
st, but we will be wiser and
nadians if we take in the
rizon  when we scan the
the wealth of this Dominfon.

THE

The latest statistics from the Domin
lon government concerning the fish-
erles of Canada show this to be a
most Important industry. During fi
year ended June 30, 1902, the tot
come from this source was $25,7:
Which was an Increase over the pre
vious twelve months of $4.000,000,
Which makes these figures by far the
largest in the history of the business.
The total amount of cash Invested is
$11L.491,300, which divides am ng the
provinces as follows:  Nov
31084, New Brunswick, $2,
Prince Edward Island, $4
Quebec, $954,661; Ontario,
Manitoba and the Northwest Terri-
and British Columbia,
The number of men en-
gaged in the Industry is 78,200

BRITISH COLUMBIA LUMBER
MATTERS.

Special timber licenses will be both
transferable and renewable in Lritish
Columbla. The government has pro-
mised that much to a very influential
and representative delenation that fn-
terviewed them on this and other
matters affecting the timber industry
of the province. Among the delega-
tion of loggers and mill
. H. Alexander, H. P,
Chew, Tytler, Taylor, Say
ward, of Victoria, Mott, of Koote

COMMERCIAL

Mr. Shannon, speaking for the lcggers,
stated that the loggers' assoc‘ation
opposed speculation, and wished rea-
sonable encouragement being given to
capital, although the law should pro-
tect the poor and rich alike in tak-
ing care not to lock up the country.
That there was uot as much timber in
the country as It was generally
thought there was, and the small
dealers should be encouraged.

Regarding the order-in-council re-
quiring all lards held under license
to be surveyed, the government pro-
mised to take the matter into their
conslderation, and assured the dele-
Fates that it was not the intention in
8 connection to work any hardship
those holding such land In regard
to the survey of the lands, that ample
time would be given In all cases,

garding the continuance of the

‘bate on shingle boits, which was to
le disallowed after the first of July.
The government promised to recon-
sider the matter. It was pointed out
that to meet competition of 19 yards
in the Northwest, shipping shingles
without duty from the Sound, that
the shingle men had to lower the
price on shingles 10 cents.

The Hon. Mr. Wells, in speaking to
the delegates, stated that It gave much
pleasure In addressing such a repre-
rentative deputation, and he was glad
'0 see such harmony between the log-
gers and the mill men. Since they
were In such perfect accord regarding
the transferability and renewal of
licenses, the government had already
considered the matter and was will-

MANITOBA FARM HOMES— A,

W. PLAYFAIR, BALDUR,

representatives of the Chemanus Mill
and Victoria Lumber Company, and
other mill men. The loggers were:
W. H. Higgens, president of the Log-
gers' Assoclation; Wm. Ellis, Lough-
boro Inlet; Mr. A. McDougal, Captain
Garland, Mr. Robertson, New West-
minster; Mr. Jackson, Westminster;
Lx-Lieut.-Gov. Dewdney, Wm. Shan-
ron, and several others.

At an informal meeting between the
loggers and the mill men, at the
Driard hotel, before the government
was approached, every question at fs-
Suc was brought up and the greatest
hirmony prevailed; all points being
agreed to but the one bearinz on the
wmount of timber that should be cut
from h 640 acres per year. The
mill men thought 1,000 feet per acre
#hould be cut from each section of
640 acres, or G0c an acre tax be pall
in lieu of this amount not being cut,
and the loggers thought 400 feet a day
oft the whole 640 acres for six months
in the year should be all that was re-
Quired, or an expenditure of $100 in
Improvements on each claim per year,
This being the only matter in di
pute it was decided that It be left in
the hands of the government to ad-
Just, although both sides might ex-
press their views,

The first question taken up was the
special license amendments. The {ni-
tial speaker being Mr. Tytler, who
was followed by R H. Alexander, Mr.
Tytler referred to he necessity of the
government stipuliting as to how
much timber shall be cut from a claim
each year. Mr, Alexander urged that
licenses be made transferable and re-
newable, and that loggers required
every encouragement and as far as his
company was concerned, it could buy
the logs cheaper from loggers than
they could log them themselves. W,

3 ns presented the loggers' side
oz the question along the same lines,

N to grant this request and they
would give to the other matters the
most careful consideration, and he
Was sure the result would be satis-
factory to all members of the depu-
auon.  The government fully real-
ized that something must be done and
would be willing to give relfef in this
respect, and that the government was
new bringing in a bill to amend the
lease law. The prerent features of
the il are to be done away with,
The tax of 50 cents an acre on those
not cutting timber is to be eliminated
and another clause inserted to replace
it

Another point taken up, by Mr.
Shaunon, that poles, mining props and
plles should be allowed to be export-
€d, loaded on a ship and there was
then $174,000 worth of these poles
walting for the government to allow
Of their export, and that a great deal
of the timber in British Columbla
was only suitable for these poles. The
gavernment premised to consider this
‘vhole question. At the conclusion of
A two hours and a half interview the
deputation passed a hearty vote of
thanks to the government for the
courteous hearing returned to
Vancouver well satisfied with their
trip.

—
THE TOBACCO MONOPOLY.

Ottawa, April 15.—The report of
Judge McTavish, who investigated
the alleged tobacco momopoly, was
tabled this afternoon. charge
Inquired Into was that the adoption of
an exclusive contract system by the

companies from selling the goods of
other manufacturers, resuited cre-
ating a monopoly prejudicial to the
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interests of other manufacturers and
of growers,

The contract, which was made be
tween the American Tobacco (o, ani
most of the wholesale grocers and job-
bers In Ontario, Quebee, Manitoba
and the Maritime Provinces, alloweq
a commission of two per cent. to the
consignee on the amount realize]
from the sale of cigarettes consigned,
the cigarettes remaining the property
of the company until sold by the
signee. If the consignee
cig American ] 0
Co. exclusively he recelved an addi
tlonal six per cent. It was establisheq
that the commission of two per cent
Is not sufficient to compensate th.
Wholesale merchant or  jobber for
handlin

'8 the cigarettes of the Amer|
Can Tobacco Co., but the extra six
per cent. for exclusive handiing en.
abled the merchant or jobber to mak.
A 800d profit, and In consequence most
of the cigarettes
have given in to the agreement with
he National Tobaceo ( o the ex
clusion of the sale by them of other
manufacturers of cigarettes, an
also established that wholesale mer
chants and jobbers are unable to pur
© B00ds from the American To-

bacco Co. except under the terms of
this contract.

A contract was also entered Into by
nearly all the leading wholesale
cers and jobbers of Ontario, and by
n 4 uebec  merchants,
Empire ~ Tobacco (‘o
manutacture tobace
8rown leaf, and are under the same
general management as the Amerjean
Tobacco Company, A rebate of five
cents per pound under this agreement
Is allowed to the purchaser it he

. who
from Canadian.

handles actured tobacco
f or ‘rom a
combination of Canadiun or foreign

leaves, cther than that manufactureq
by the bimpire Tobacco Co. The for
bacco s not furnished on consign-
ment, bu" when sold become:

perty of the purchaser. The whole.
sale merchants who are parties to the
qniract vnd gave testimony appear-
ed to be sitisfled with its provisions,
and the gro ave apparently suf-
fered no Incovvenience from the sys-

No evidenc: was adduced to show
that as a result of this contract the
price of tobicco was enhanced to the
consumer; “ut, on the contrary, it ap
peared that the consumed obtalned
fair value for his m y.

Judge McTavi ds the following
conclusion: That the contract sys:
*m complained of does, in fact, ex-
Ist, and is in general use in the clgar-
ettes and tobacco made In  Canada.
That the provisions of the contracts
in question are not lllegal, either
under the common law or under any
ore enacted by
nada.  That the
manufacturers of clgarettes and of
Canadian tobacco, other than the Am-
erican and the Empire Tobacco Com.
panies, are at a disadvantage In the
distribution of their goods, and in the
prosecution of thelr business gener-
ally by reason of such contract sys-
em.

The judge adds:
Which legislative control over the
treedom of contract should be exer-
clsed, and how far the rules of trade
can be Interfered with by statutc
enactments without injury to the pub-
lic interest, are questions of policy
for the consideration of parliament.

The extent to

OCEAN GRAIN FREIGHTS,

Since our last report of the ocean
grain frelght market a fairly active
business has been done on both local
and western account and considerable
room has been engaged for both May
and June shipment, but fn spite of
this fact, the tone of the market has
been easler and rates with a few ex-
ceptions are all lower than they were
& week ago. There has also been
some demand for room from Quebec
and engagements have been made to
both London and Manchester. The
prospects for the future are now more
encouraging than they were a few
weeks ago and the Indications are that
a steady business will be done from
now on. We quote:—Liverpool, 1s
1 May; London, 1s 94 May; GI

ow, 1144 to 1s 3d May; Avon-
mouth, 1s 7144 May-June; Manches-
ter, 1s 3d May; Belfast, 2s last half
May first half June: Dublin, 2s do.:
Antwerp, 18 94 May-June; Hamburg,
2s May-June; Cardiff, 1s 7ld May;
Rotterdam, 1s 94 May; La Rochelle-
Pallice, 2s 3d June; Quebec-London,
1s 64 May; Manchester, 1s 30 May.—
Montreal Gazette,
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