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Wo offer no apology for giving Agricultural Education piccedonce in this
column. Nor do wo feel called upon to offor arguments or facts in justifica-
tion of precedonce given (o this subjoct. That agricultwial education and
iucrease 'and economy of agricultural production are related to each other as
cause and eflect, we will at present tako for granted, and as a corollary, that
the government of every country should, above and before all other duties,pro-
vide adequately for and foster Agriculiural Education. Of course overy ono
tacitly admits tho ulter dependonco of every country upon agriculture.

Admitting the paramount importance of agriculture amony our industries
—gronting the relation which technical education holds to agriculture, (as
indeed to all indusiries), the debatable question prosents itsolf for considera-
tion——how shall the country best discharge its duty to itself in this matter?

Tho d+ty of thostate is to wmwake provision ouly for such iustruction as
authoritatively directs how economy and increase of agricultural production
shall bo bLest attained. This knowledge systomatically arranged is the
Agtricultural Science, tho first principles of which should ba tiught in all
country district schools, and that should be thoroughly taught and practi-
cally exemplified in our Agricultural College and Model and Experimental
Farm, which shall be whon tenuro of offico and its emoluments dopends
upon compliance with demands for the fuculties for tochnical education that
civilized nstions enjoy.

Leaving for the present all other branches of this subject wo invite
attention to what the government of Nova Scotin has dono or attempted in
the Act passed at tho lsst session of the legislature, ontitled ¢ an Act to
oncourage Agricultural Education,” and to that portion of thae roport of the
Executive Committes of the Maritime Irovincial Grange -reforring thereto.
This Act we gladly presumo to have been good in intention. .

1t provides for the appointment of a Lecture,on Agriculture, whose duty
it shall be to justruct ¢ pupil teachers in Agricultural Chowistry ana the
Sciencos bearing on Agriculture.” To conduct ¢ a regular course of lectures
on Agricultural Science, with experiments and Jaboratory practice, for the
bencfit of young men gonerally, who may wish to fit themselves for tho
suceessful prosecution of Agriculture, and with the view of training teachera
for the specizl schools provided for in this Act.” ‘To *inspect and report
upon any schools receiving special grants uoder authority of this Act, so fur
as tho teaching of Agriculture is concerned,” aud to * deliver public
lectures on Agriculture throughout the provine,” so far as his other dutios
will pormit. ~ We alzo quote for our present purpose, sections 3, 4 and 3,
which are as follows .

Sce. 3.—* Any malo teacher of the flrst cliss (grade A or B) who shall
have attended the course of lectutes above provided for, and shall havo
passed a satisfactory examination ou the subject thereof, shall be entitled,
subject to the conditions hereinafter named, to receive, when teashing school,
in addition to the ordinary grantof his grade, a special grant of $100 for tho
school year, or rateably according to the time he may have taught.”

Sec. 4 —* It shall be the duty of tho Council of Public [nstruction to
frame regulations 9, to the outfit and management of schools in charge of
teachers holding un agricultural diploma, and claiming the special grant
aforesaid ; and wiihout the due observance of such regulations by both
trusteo and teacher, the special grant shall in no case be paid.

Scc. 5.—* To encourage teachers to qualify thewselves as Agriculiural
instructors, the Council of Public Instruction is authorized to distribute
annually a sum not exceeding $250 as prizes among the five teachers who
shall pass the best examination on the subjects of the course.

In their Report the Exccutivo Committeo say—* sections 1 and 2 of this
Act being in accordance with suggestions msde in the Report of the Commit-
tee on Agricultural Education, presented and adopted at the session of the
Provincial Grango held at Suckville in June 1883, is to be commended as
teing conducive to the purposcs of tho Act”

The Committee, after expressing their opinion that tho general introduc-
tion of rudimontary Agricultural Education into country district schools by
competent teachers should be the main object in viow, further embody thoir
opinions and suggestions in the following proamble and resolution :

“ Whereas a special grant to male teachers of the first class would
undoubtedly have a tendency to induco the fow teachers of that sox and
class to comply with the conditions named in the Act, but would also have
a tendency uot only mot to encourage but actually to discourage female
teachers from making any effort in the desired direction, while male teachers
of grades lower than A or I8 would also bo inclined to defer introducing the
additional study until in a position to obtain the bonus offered :

“ Therefore resoleed, That in the opinion of this Committes, whatever
sum the Council of Public Instruction might covsider advisable to devote to
the encouragement of Agricultural Xiducation in the several counties of
Nova Scotia, should be awarded as prizes to tho teachers, irrespectivo of sex
or grado, complying with the conditivns of tho Act, whose schools shewed
the beat rosults in the desired direction.”

¢ Resolved alzn, That in the opinion of this Committeo the Inepectors of
Schouls should bo required to sco that at least tho use of a preseribed foxt
book on tho first principles of Agriculture bo introduced into the countsy
district schools undar their supervision.”

* Resolved alsv, That in the opinion of this Committeo, overy reazonable
encouragement, such for instanco ay is provided for in Nection 8 of the Aet,
should be given to teachots to obtain Agricultural Diplomas.” »

Tho practical operation of the Act, a8 it stande, will not be to favor the
introduction of instruction in the firat principles of Agriculture into evory
country district school. This, however, is very evidontly not the policy of
the Act, but mther to favor tho eatablishment of ono or two schools in ecach
county, which shoull prepare young men for a more advauced and thotongh
course at Truro under Prof. Smith.

That such scliools would bo accessiblo to only a fow farmers’ eons in the
immediate vicinity, all who know anything of the circumstance of the
majority of our farmers will admit.

That tho female teachers, who are the groat majority, are quite as capable
of giving inelructions in the fitst principles of Agricultute, as the male
teachers who have been singled out by the Act, will be as readily admitted,
especially by those who have had an opportunity of testing the ability of
our femalo teachers.

The subiject is a large one, bub we can pursue it no further at present.

We hope that tho attention of the government will be directed to this
matter, and that the Act in question will be amended as suggested.
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TESTIMONIAL.

J. ¥, Brine, M. D, Purt Hill, I, E. 1,
writes Measrt, Puttner Evanlsion Co, Hali
fax, N. 8.3 =~

Dear Sir,—T bave used your Emulsion ey
tenxively during the panst fonr years, aad
have wuch pleasuro in adding wy testimoy
as to its elhicacy. We had here last summe
aumerous cases of Whooping Cough aal
Scarlet Fever. I found the Emul-jon answe
adinirabily when the acute symptows had sth
Wded, in very many instances JIn mee
warting disorders, especially these peculia
to children, your Emulsion has rendered me
good rervice, heing pleavant to the taste asd
no feeling of naures following its admich
tration. .

Tt seldom fauils giving good results, and 1
prefer it to any other preparation of the kind

I awn, yours respectfully

J. F. Brise, M. D,
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