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Wuo oltor no apology for giving Agricultural Education pîccodencu ini titis
colunin. Nor do wo féel cailed upon to oiller arguments or fAct8 in justifiai-
tion of precedonce given ta titis 8ubject. ihat agricultuitil e-ducation and
morasuse and econoxny of agricultural production are relutcd to cach other as
cause and offect, wve will at presenit tako for granted, and as a coroiittry, thittV
tho governinout of overy country should, aboyeaund before ai othor duties,pro-
vide adequately for and foster Agricultur4l Eduication. 0f course overy onie
tacitly adraits tIse utter dependenco of overy country upon agriculture.

Admitting tie paramount importance of agriculture nsnong our industries
-gatigthe relation which techuical education isolds ta agriculture, <as

indeed tu ail industries), the debatable question prosents itseif for consideni-
tion-..itow shall the country best disoharge ils duty ta itseif in tbii itatter 1

The d'dy of tie at.ste is to mako provision ou ly for suich instruction as
authoritatively directs how econotny and increaie of agrieultural production'
shiallb be hst attiined. Thtis kuowledge systeîtssitical!y arranged iQ the
Agrieultural Science, tho lirait principles of wvhich should ba ttught in ait
country district schools, and that should be thtoroughly taught and practi-
aaly exeîuplified in aur Agricultural Coilegeo and Mlodul and Experimentil

Farma, whichi shall bc vhen tonure of affie and ils enioluments depende
upon corupliance arith detnands for the ftacultie8 for tocinical education that
civiîhzed nations enjoy.

Leaving for lteo lresout ail othor branches of titis subjet ire invite
attention ta %vlhat the goverunaent of Nova Scotia has done or atteniptud in
the AcL passed at the Isat Session ai t0te leg-iSiature, entitled "l an Act ta
encourage Agrîcultural Education," andti L that portion of the report of the
Executive Conunittea of tihe Maritime Provincial Granu- .referriug thceto.
This Act we gladly prissuine ta have been good, in intention.

it provides for the appointinent o! a lecture, on Agriculture, whose dluty
it slial be ta instruct 1- pupil Leachers in Agricultural Chotnistry ant the
Sciences hearing on Agriculture." To conduct "la regular course of lectures
on Agricultural Science, %vith experinients and laboratory practice, for the
bonelit of young mon generaiiy, iwho inay wish ta lit thienielves for the
sticcessful prosecution of Agriculture, and with thse viewv of training toachere
for the special sciols provided for in this Act." ro Ilinspect and report
upon any schtoolia receivinq special grants under autlîority of this Act, so fiir
as the tenchin-, of griculture is concerned, nud ta Il deliver public
lectures ou Agricultures tbroîsghout thea provinn" so far as bis other dluties
will permit. * Ve aizo quoto for our jiresent purpose, sections 3, 4 and 5,
which are as folio ws.

Sec. 3.-" Auy inalo teaciter of Mite llrst class (grade A or Bl) who snhll
have attended the course of lectures abovcs provided for, and, sîtaili ave
passed a satisfactory exainination ou tihe subject tîtureof, shail ho entitled,
subject ta the conditions hereinafter naîtsed, ta recoive, when teoohing sohool,
in addition ta the Ordinary gr.tntof his graile, a s1pecial grant cf $100 for the

sebool yenr, or rateably according ta tho tinte lie îuay have tautiIt.*"
Sec. 4 -- ' IL shail bo the duty af the Council of Public Instruction tc

frante meutations o.* te the outfit and management of schools in charge ai
teacisers holding Àn agricultural diplomna, and claitning te speciai grtnl
aforesid ; and ý,I;hout the due observance of suci regulations; by boti-
Lrustcc and teacher, the speciai grant shall in no case bc paid.

Sec. 5_1" To encourige tcachers ta qualify theuiseives -ns Agricuitura'
instructors, te Council of Public Instruction is autlsorized. tu distribut4
annuailly a suns not exceeding q250 as l)is amiong tite live toaciter.s whc
shail paes the bcs; oxansinatian on the subjects of the course.

In their Report the Exeutivo Coxnmittee say-"l sections 1 and 2 of ti
Act heing in accordance with suggestions ruade in tic Report of the Coatusiit
tee on A-ricultural Eucation, presented and adopted at the session o! thi
Provincial Grangeô held at Sauckvilie in June 1883, is to be conmtiended a
being Conducive te the purposes of tho Act."

The Cammnittec, aftor expres-sing iteir opinion that tic generai intraduic
tion o! rudimontary Agricultural Elucation int country district a5cboo7.s bý
competent teacliers shouid bo titi main abject in view, further ernbody thita
opinions and suggestions in the following proa:nble and resolution:

iWhoea a special grant to maie teachers of the first ciasz; %roul,
undoubtedily have a tcndency to induco theo fow teachers cf that sex an,
ciass to compiy iith the conditions namned in te Ac., but wouldl ai;o Itar

atendenecy n ual niyot to encourage but actuahly to diecourage fenttal
teachers froin aaking any effort in the de-sired direction, wltile maie tenchoti
of grades Iawer than A or Bl would also bo inclined to defer introducing Lb
additional 6tudy until in a position to obtain the bonus ofred :

Thcreàrc rcercd, Th-it in te opinion of titis Conaîittee, wltatov(
surn the Council of Public Instruction znight consider advisablo ta devoto t
te encouragement of Agricultîtral Educatian in the sevoral counties c

Nova Scotia, shiotld bc nivarded as prizes ta the teachers, irrespective of se
or grade, comnpiying with the condtions cf tho ct ivliuso sehools idiec
te hast rosuits in theo desired direction."

IlResolrcd aI£u,, TVtnt in the opinion o! this Contxnittce the Inspectorsi
Sebouls sbosld. bo required ta sec that nt Ient the use of a prcaribed te:
book an the tiret piinciplc8 cf .Agriculture be introduced mbt the caunti
district scicois undr their supe)rvision."

r Retio1luct alio, That in the opinion of this Cominitten, avery réasonable
encouragement, auch for instance as is pravided for in Section ô of the Act,
should bc givcn to tacore ta obtain Agricultural Diploinas." i

The practical operation of te Act, as it ittands, willt al h ta faZoi the
introduction of ins8truction in lite firat principles of Agriculture into ovory
country district 8013001. This, howevor, La vory ovidently nottho policy of
te Act, but ratier to favor the est.ablishment of one or twoacshoola in cach

couuty, which shoul 1 prepare young motn for a more advancod and tho:otigh
course nt 'Iruro under P>rof. SmiLth.

That stich 80110018 would bo accessiblo tu oni>' a fewv firinera' sons in the
iniediato vicinits, AIl who knio% anything of the circumstauco of the
rnajority of aur fariners %vili admit.

Tk'at tho feinsie toaobers, who aro thet gront majority, arc quito as capable
of givitig iustructions in the fitst princilpice of Agricultute, us the tuait
techers who liave been siugiud ont b>' the Act, will ha as roadily adntittud,
se.,peciaiiy by ti.aso whoi have bail an apportunity of tasting the ability of
aur fenielo teachicrs.

,rhe suldject is a lairgu oue, but we eau purstio it no further at prissent.
Mrû liope that thte attention o! the governntent %çill be directod ta this

niatter, and that lthe Act in quostion will bc amended as suggosted.
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