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Marinelli, the serpent man, I3 at present exciting great sttention from
the scientiets of Europe.  He is a phenomenal creature, o that he appears
to be pusseseed of no bones, but recent {nvestigations have shown thst his
skill {n contorting himeclf lics {o the fact that from his catliest years every
attontion has been given to developing his muscles, wlnle his bone aystem
has been wholly neglected. In fact the wan is but s mass of muscles
enclosed in a soft clastic skin, Iis grace and sgility surpass anything
before seen on the contortionist stage of Europe,

Preaident Hypolite, of the Republic of Haytj, is by no means amicably-
minded towards rebellious subjects. A few days ago an attempt was made
to assasainate him as he was leaviog his palace at Port au Prince, Within
fifteen minutes the three conspirators were arrested and exccuted by order
of the Presldent, who seems to have viewed the whole effuir io a curious
third-personal light, The incident recalls the story of an anclent Spanish
conquerar, who was called upon when dying to forgive his enemies. He
retorted— "1 have no encmies, for I have shot them all.”

The people of New South Wales are by no means content with adopt-
ing the customs and laws of thelr civilized contemporaries, lastead they
prefet to expetiment with and thoroughly test any modern idea which seems
plausible. The latest innovation has been the adopuion of tke siogle-tax
law, by means of which the tevenueis to be raised by the direct taxation of
land values, irrespeciive of improvements, As both the Premier ot tho
Colony and the leauer of the Opposltion are in fuil sympathy with the
movement, there is no doubd that s fair trial will be given to the new
system.

Mles Kate Field, in her bright Washington paper, expresses herself with
much point and aptocss on the vexed question of pensions. Exception is
taken to the fact that a man, bis wife and children, may receive pensions
from the Government, because the man has at some time served.for a term
of sixty days in the army. The man may have received no injury, but in
any cese he can claim a pension for life. The suggestion is made that the
Governmsnt, icstead of assumiog the enormous burden which it h;  borne

in the past, should oply pension those whose earniog or self sup .orting
capacity has been injmm:.

Dr. Coruelius Herz, who has beco frequently mentioned in connection
with the Panama scandal, is well known in the United States, where he has
been found to be a most audacious swindler. In 1874 he made a brilliant
social and professiunal sppearance in Sau Franclsce. He induced two
well-known merchants to lend him some ninety thousand dollars, azd their
widows now hold hir valuable note for the amount. One old gentleman, a
millionare patient, was worked upon to the extent of & cool hundred thou.
sand, and numbess of lets wealthy men 08! smaller sums through his wilea,
His early tralning scems to have stood him in good stead in his recent
financial actions.

The {nhabitants of Sanger have not only suffered greatly from the vol-
canic eruption which rent asunder their islaad, but the heavy rains which
have fallen incessantly since the ecartbquake bave been most disastrous to
the uninjured crops. The cocoanut plantations Lave been much damaged
by both the eruption and the dempness, and it will be a full year before
snother crop of nuts will attain maturity, Meanwhile the Government is
endeavoring to induce the people to rebuild, and is cffering daily rations of
tice t» all who wish state aid. The mauy Chinese residents have departed
in haste to the Flowery Kingdom, belog ill-content with the grim humors
of Dame Nature towards the sea-girt isle.

Altbough little appears on the subject in the public prints there is no doubt
~ra is again galolng ground io Hamburg. During the last
ber four-childraz ere siricken with the disease. In the
Epp ospitsl thirty-eight cases,” cigiii cf which are LI ihe most
virulent type, arc belog treated. 2eanwhilc the emigrants being shut omt
of the ports of the Tinited States are flocking to Halifsx, and it is not atall
fmpossible that they way bring the germs of the disease with them. Every
care should be cxercised by the authoritles, wko are rosponsible for the
welfare of our citizens. They should realize that through carelessness or
neglect on their part the dread discase might obtain such a foot-hold on
tho continent as would bring themselves and our fair city forever into
disrepute.

We are always glad to note the successful trisl of the co-operative labor
scheme, by which both the employer and empioyed sre proportionately
bencfitted. A year ago s well-known St. John firm of brush and broom-
makers adopted 2 modified form of profit-sharing, which secems to have
wort¢cd to tho satlsfaction of all concerred. The scheme in brief is as
follows: Ioterest on capital, allowance for depreciation, cost of mansgement,
sinking fund for buildings and one per cent. forthe invalid fund are taken
off, the remainiog profit being divided between capital and Iabor in the
propottions which capital invested or weges paid demand. Daring the past
year, owiag to unususl loszes and the construction of new buildings, the
profit was pot large, amounting to bstween one and two per cent. on the
year's earnings, or about a week’s extra pay all round. Neatly a hundred
of the employces entered willingly into a similar agreement for the coming
year, -only stipulating that & larger percentsge shculd be set aside for the
ipvalid fund. :

Two almond-cyed celestials called on a member of Parliament ath H
Toronto last week with a doleful tale.  Thelr employer, Wah Sing, had dls-
appeared, or rather had been abducted by two unknown persons, As the
roissing map had $1c00 about his person his countrymen feared thathe had JS
been robled ot poseibly murdered. The police were put upon the track, §
and in a few hours Wah Sing was discovered in the county jail, It sppears
that he had made an arrangsment to smugglo one Sam Kee inlo the States
for o contideration of 81.50, which sum hed been paid over. The smug- §
gling scheme fell through, but Sing declined to past with the money, where- MM
upon his brotber-celesiial handed him over to the grim powers of the law.
The police authorities had more than one laugh as new features dev loped
in the curious caze, '

A Working Womsn's Protestant Association has beea formed in Mon-
treal, where » large number ¢f young irls and women arc cmployed in the
mammoth dry goods and millinery establishments. The object of the Aeso
ciation is to secure and hold positions for needlework women, to help u
the weekly wage to a fair amount, and to imptove the condition of thosr
who are strangers {n the city Itis hoped that a co-operative boarding hous’,
for working women will soon be openod, and maay of the solitary workers: j
gathered into a boweliko resldence. A strong effort will be made to pre
vent the repetition of the starvation wages of previous winters, and tailor- |
esses and seamstresses, who suffer chiofly from the eviis of the sweating |
system, ar2 to receive every proteciion from the Association. Tae Carrie
wishes a most prosperous career to the ne'y and much-needed Soclety,

The younger and more Europeaniz:d elements among the Japanese®' &
people are extremely dissatished with the present state of the civil and - PR
commercial codes of their island kingdom. Jipau is hampered by miny
treaties, which hinder her independence inthe agministration of matters - §
judical or matters appertainiog to the tariffl question. A new commercial, |
code was drawn up in 1890, but its adoption was to bs postponed until-
1893, Now that the term of years has clapsed the more conservative.
stalcamen are desirous to still furthor delay the slteration of the laws, andz @
a recen? vote in botb houses of the legislatare called for another four yeara |14
hoist. The emperor with his cabinet ministers, however, are privileged to"
ignore the decision of the legislatures, and their well-known sympathy for
modern maethods of government may result in a reversal of the bsllot of the

timorous cfficials, ‘ ‘
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A very intereeting law case, that of Gray & Sons va. Wilson, has jnst‘t Bt
been settled in Court at Chatham, Oat.  Wilsop, who soems to have been! S
g drefful smart '’ nursery msp, obtained an order from Gray for a bax, or
for boxes of young spruce trees, the whole number not to exceed 300, ¥
trees. When the order was filled, the sacprised agriculturist found buaself §
possessed of some 7,500 infantile spruces and a bill of gigantic proportions.-
The Nursery Company refused to accept the return of the surplus trees' ™ @
on the ground that they filled orders by boxes only, and that it was no part
of their business to scll a portion of the contents of a box. The irate.
farmer, bicked by many nelghbors who had bzen tricked 1o the same way,
catried the case to court, and has not only won his suit, but has succeeded
in nnveiling a nest of sharpers who were most successfuliy carcyiog on ¢
gpruce deal of a most dishonest kind. ;s

The Chinese Government, which has so patiently put up with the jasul§ { ¢
the people of the United States have heaped upon the heads of the Mong é,
lisn emigrants, has st last determined on 2 fixed policy which may specdi} |
peutralize all the legislution of the Republic. The Hon. Yung Wuog b ¢
arranged the plan of combat as follows:—An appeal will first be made & ;
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the courts of the Tnited States to test the constituuonsnty of the Ezclasic)

Act. In case the Act is upheld, an appeal will be made to Cv.mgu-.s-}c
Should the Congress prove obatinate, the Chinese Government will mnke-‘é
formal remonstrance, threatening retaliation if an amicable adjestment o

affairs ia not made. The retalistion measures agreed upon would be

serious injary to the refractory pation, for treaty rights would-be aonalle
all commercial intercourse checked, and banishment or death would b
decreed for the threo thousand American missionaries and merchants no
residing in China. The policy of Mr. Yuog Wung is not a tall suggestiy,
ot the infantile name with which he is hampered.
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A well organized and most successful effort was made in Toronto during
the holiday season to obtain Christmas gifts for the poor children of that
great city. A small depot was opened for a couple of weeks with some I
biight youog ladies in charge. Through the newspapers appeals were made 4
to the charitable public to contributc cast-aside clothing or toys. The g
express companies and scveral private individuals volanteered to call for
parcels st any sddress throughout the city, Confectionery, nuts and cske
came in a steady strcam, ang gifts for 3,000 children were quickly collected. |t
Then the real work began—the sge and condition of each child were &} -
ascertaioed, and a-gift sclected for each. Ciothing was remodelled, old fif’
bats furbished np waith bright tnmmiogs, new heads put oo old dolls, or old ¥
heads put on new bodies, until the 5,000 parcels were prepared. A sweet
thought was thc markiog oppoite thc names of some of the children the
word “ special.”  The specisl children were the invalided or crippled littie W
ones of the city, snd the cnoicest gifts were set aside for their beaefit. We §
trust that by snother year a simiar expenment may be tried 1o maoy of our §:
Cansdian cities.

Your hest chance to be cured of Indigc%iion
Is by Trying K. D, C,

K. D. C. Relieves and Cures., .
K. D, C. quickly relieves and positively Cures Indigestion iy



