
THE ORITIC.

CHAPIER IV.
INTRODUCES WILLIAM JONE8 AND 111fi FATIIEII.

My ntory is now bound to Iollow lu the footsteps of Matt, ivho, on quit-
ting the presence of her art.istic friend, ivalked rapidly along the sand-
encumbtred road in the direction of the sea.

Skirting the lake upon tbe left hand, and sutil havlng %he ocean of 8and-
bills upon ber riglil, she gradually slackened lier pace. A spectator, had he
been by, would have doubiless obiervedl that the change wvan owing to
zuaidcnly rneditation ; thatin othiler words, Mati hadl fallen int a brown
study.

preseuily she est down upon a conveilient atone, or piece of rock, sud,
restiug her elbows on her kcs, ber chin ln ber hande, looked fur sonne
moments at vacancy. At lasi abc rjse, ilushed warmly, and murmuring
soineibing 10 berseif.

The somethiug was to tiis effet:
IlHie hauds are as white as a lady's when he pulls off them &loves, and

lie said I was as pretty a ry picture.11
I can only guess ai the train of reasoniug which led toibis 8oliloquy, and

express imy opinion that Mati had well.leveloped ideas on the subject of
the sexes. Truc, she wa3 not above sixteen, end hsd little or no experieuce
of nmen, noue ai ail of iuen wbo were both young and good-looklog.
Nevertbclcas, ahe was not insensible of the charms of a white baud, aud
oilher tokieus of masculine rtfiuemnent and b.-snîy.

]3y a natural scquence of ideas, she mas led to strcîch out ber owu right
baud and ' ook ai i critically. It mas vcry brown, covered w ith linge gaid-
en f eckles. Tho inspection not b.-ing altogether sati8factory, she Ilirust
boîli ber bauds irritsbly int tbe puckeis of her jicket aud walkcd ou.

Leaviug tbe lake bebind lier abc followed the road along thie swampy
bollow, down which thie vcry sballowest o! rivuleis crept along to the sea,
nom losing iself altogeiber iu usossy patches o! suspicions greeuuesf, again
emerging aud trickling with fecble gpromers over pebblo and saud. 1>rte"
senîly she lefi tbe road and came upfn a primitive wooden bridge, cousisi-
irg o! only one plauk, 8upportcd ou iwo cairns of stone. Here elle pansed,
sud, seeiug a rcd-legged eand-piper ruuning about on the aige of thie waler
juat below ber, made a gesture like a boy'8 bhrowiug a stone, %ybereon tlie
eaud-piper epiurig up chirping, sud. flew along out of sigl.

]3y this lime sie %,ras in f uli aight of tbe ea. Deep, calta, and covered
witb rain-colored sbsdowe, it touclied the cdge o! ibe flai sauds about a
mile away, aud left ole lon)g CrtaMfy liue o! chaugeless foam. The sauds
ilierselves stretclied asvay ta the westward fat as tie eye conld sec. But
ta thie left and easlward, blat la tu 8ay, in the direction towards wbici se
r~as go .ng, there was a long, rocky ptomionlory, with signe; of hum-in habita-
tion. flreakiug mbt a ewiuglike trot, Malt hastened tiuher, followiug a
footpabli across iuarsliy fields.

In due time she came out upon a narrow aud rudely made road, *bicb
wouud along the socky promouîory, ai low waîer skirîîtng the saud, i bigh
waier tbb sea The firsi bouse she reacbed mvas a wooden life-boat bouse,
lying down in a creek aud, it belug tben low tide, ai some distance from the
waîer's edge. Oa the roadoide above the bouse wali a fiagsiaff, and benealli
tbe fi igstaff a wooden seat. AIl was very stili snd desolate, wlthout a sigu
of lite, but a liuîle futiher aiong the road was a rom of cottages wbîcb
seemed iuhabited, aud were iii tact thie abodes of the coasi-guard. Iustead
of lifigering here Mati proceeded on ber way uniul she reachtd. wbat ai
firsi sigbt lookcd like tbe beginuing of a village or smail town. Tbere
werc boues on cacb side ofthie road, sortie o! iliem several siories higb ;
i,st close inspcction shi)wed ibat mosi of tbema were roofiess, iliat few ol
thens posscssed arsy windows os dours, and that nearly ai ivere decayed aud
delapidatcd from long disuse, wbilc nol a few bsd a blasicd and sinister
appearance, as if blackened by fire. And stili thr-re was no aigui of
suy buman sou]. Snddeuly bowever the streci came to au endl, aud MNati
foind bersel! on a sort o! rocky platform ovcrlookiug the sea; and on ibis
platform, sbadiug bis cyca froua tbe blaziug sun and iookiug ont seaward,
was a solitary man.

A shot, plump, ihick-stt mnu, viih a round, weather-beaben face,
wbich would bave been good-bumored but for ils expression o! exîreme
watcbfuictils sud grec d. The cyce were bIne, but very small and keen ,the

f.rebesd low aud narrow , the hait coarse nid Bandy , tbe be-ard coarser
aud saudier stili. He migbt bave becu about fifty yesrs oftage. Hie dress
was curious, cousisting of a ycllow sou'tesler, a pair o! scamen's coarse
cauvas ironsers auda bine pilot-jackct, ornamenied wvih bras butions
which bore tbe lusignia o! Her Majesty's naval service.

Presenîly, witioui turaing bis eyes again froin tbe faz distance, the man
spoke lu a huEky, far-away wliisper:

1,Maît, do you sec sunsmai ni youder ?"
Mail Btraiued bier gaz! through thie dszzling sunlighit3 but failed 10 dis-

cern any objeci on the Iight expanse o! walcr.
"Look ye now," coutiuued the muan ;I "i muay bc drif ting wecd, or it

may be wreck; but iî's aummai, Look again."
IlSummait black, William joncs 1"
"Yes. Conaud goiug. Now itcomees, and it's black; nom it gocs,

snd %bc mater looks white wbere it was. If it isnt wreck, it's weed ; if it
aiu't, sted, it!'s wreck. And thc lide's fiowîng, sud it'Il go asborc afore
night, ai the Caidron Point, il 1 malt for it. But 1 sbarî't waiî," be added
caicrly, Ill'il go sud overbaul iu no."

1 To; be contirtued.)
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SUGARS-L.oaf. Gracula:ed, Parta Rica, Dcnso

cara and Refincd.
FERRIS & LANVRY'S Ilams andi Bacon.

Fine French (JMis SardintA, 1 rougles,
Petit Fois. Champignons. Idacedaines. ac.

La ebyas andi Crasse & t laCkWCiîa3 Pickles
Sauces-ait kinds.

Keiiicr's Mlarmalade, Jams and Jeilica.
Paîteti Meats-ail kinds.
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rester ,ta suit ail sighis, ai

The London Brug Store)
1117 11IOLL11s Sr.

3. GODF3IEY SMIIB, Bisptnsing Chtii &
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