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Some little surprise has Leen created by Lieut, Stairs’ recent change of
regiment. The United Service Gazetle, in tlerring to the matter, has the
following to say of {he gallant young oflicer of whom 1lalifax is proud:—
“I'he slowneas of promotion in the Royal Engincers is brought o the front
by the acceplance by Licutenant W. G. Stairs, RE, of a captaiticy in the
Welsh Jtegiment, offered in recognition of his services as an African
exploter during his patticipation in Mr, Stanley'slate Alrican ¢xpeditioniu
reliel of Emin Pasha. It is Ly no means a ususl occurrence for the com-
mand of & company in a hne battalin 10 be given 1o a subaitern of the
Royal Lngincers, Coptain Stairs brings honor to the Canadinu Military
College, for it was from that establishment that he was gzz:tted to the
Royal Engineersin t8¥5.  On his return from Stanley's expedition he was
last June appointed adjutant to the Royal Ingineer troops at Aldershot, and
he now gets his captaincy in a line regiment.

There i3 scmeihing very appropriate about General Boolh's match
factory in connection with lus * Darkest ngland " scheme, It is proposed
to call the matches ¢ Salvation Blazes,” and they surely, all things consid-
ered, ought 1o lighten the darkness considerably. General Buoth has
opened one or two of his ehelters in the cast end of London, and proposed
to employ his people in the match factory in Ilackney eight hours a day at
gocd wages. Mennwhile he is looking sbout for a suitable Over-Sea
Colony, but in this he meets a.difliculty. The question is not so much what
place is suitable for his people, but what place will have them. ‘The idea
of helping to regenerate the *‘ submerged tenth™ is not one to which any
of the Colonies take kiudly. They usually have enough to do to take care
of their own black sheep. Victoria has already sent a protest to General
Booth -agaivst bhaving a riotous Salvation Army contingent invade it,
whereupon the General said that Victoria might have waited until he pro-
posed to do such a thiog, .

The Clitheroe case is not likely to be forgotten for somo time to come.
The Lancashire people rebel egaiust the idea of a woman being free to leave
her husband, and have subscribed funds to enable Mr. Jackson to carry
the case to the House of Lords. An Eoglish exchange, 1n spoaking of the
matter, ssys it was in Lancashire that wives used to be corrected with a pair
of wooden clogs, and that the custom has not even yct fallen into absolute
neglect, The sympathy of such people for Mr: Jackson and his methods is
consequently otly to be expected. The legal effects of the decision are
only just beginning to be felt. A case of wife-beating camo up at the police
court not long ago, and the woman asked fcr a judicial separation.  This
the Bench refused, and it was intimated that after the decision in the
Clitheroe case, separation orders would not be made, as a wife could live
apatt from her husband if ehe chose. The applicant also asked for a main-
tenance order for the children, and was told it could not be entertained.
The difficulty of arranging disorganized family affairs has evidently not been
diminished by recent decisions.

“\What's in a name?"” The T'imes, commenting on the title chosen by
the Austrahan Federal Convention, says:—* Oa some ears the appellation
will grate. There are historical asscciations with the word Coemmonwealth,
which might have recommended the use of anotlier for tertitories belonging,
and proud to belong, to the Briush Crown.” The Tunes, however, will not
waste time disputing over the title, although it suggests that Canada has not
so exclusively appropriated the term ¢ Dominion *’ as to forbid its employ-
ment by a federal union in the South Scas. As a more exalted phrase,
«Realm ™ is proposed. Unfortunately these suggestions of the Limes come
too late, as the Ausiralians have agreed upon the ¢ Commonwealth of
Australia” ss a name. Some people sniff sedition in the fact that it is pro-
posed 1o call the integral parts of the Commonwealth, not Provinces, but
States, quite forgetting the fact that a rese by any other name would smell
as sweet, and that there is no sign of disloyalty to the Empire shown by
the Australian Colonics, cven 1o tke fact that their constitution is a com-
promise between that of 1he United States and that of Cauada. In the
event of the federation being carried in the different Legislatures, the
Sovereign of the Empire wi! siill be, through the Governor-Genceral, the
enacting authority ; aud the 1’rivy Council will continue the ultimate court
of appeal. Our rcaders are aware that the proposal to make the oflice of
Governor-General one of popular clection was rejected, whereby the Aus.
tralians showed themselves wise in their gencration. They cvidently
recoguise their inestimable gain through freedom from the turmoil, jobbery
and intrigues involved in the election of a head of an executive. They
have cvidently not studied the United States in vain on this point, however
much they have seen fit to copy in other respects.

1t is of interest to nete in connecticn with the taking of the census that
when the next numbering of the people occurs, 1n 1901, the opening year
of the twenticth century, the people of Lingland wilt be able to look back
upon a census system which has attained the honors of centenarisnism.
In Canada, of course, we cannot claim aoy such distinction, but as we are
a part and parcel of the great Emprre, of which Great Britain is the chief
corner stone, we take a hively interest in the progress 2od prosperity of the
country, as demonstrated by the census returus.  The first scrious proposal
to ascertain the number of the populauion 1n England was madein 1753,
when Mr. Thomas Dotter, M.I”, 1otroduced a bill for ** taking and register-
ing an annual account of the total number of the people, and of
thc total number of marnages, births and deaths; snd also of the
total numbzr of the poor receving alms 1n every psrish and parochial

place in Great Britain,” ‘The opposition to the bill was strong, and it is
amusing to read the romarks of a member named Thornton, who said—
“ [ did not believe that there was any set of men, or indeed any individual
of the human specivs, so presumptuous and so abandoned as to make the
propusal we have just heard.” We may make allowance for party feelin
ivflusncing Mr. Thornton's views, This bill, in spite of opposition ant
genuine fenrs that the schieme would prove costly and imptacticable § that
it would fuacilitate the impesition of new taxes; that it would be a preluds
to consctiption, that it would cxpose any weakness of the country to ene-
mizs abroad, and that the proposal was ominous of ‘some public misfor-
tune, or an cpidemical distemper,” passed, with the support of the
Guvernment, through all its stages in the House of Commons by lerge
majorities. It was, however, thrown out on the second reading in the
House of Lords, and the propoesil was not renewed until 1800, by which
time public opinion had caught up to the sdvance guard of the foremost
thinkers of the time, and the * Population Bill” brought in by Mr. Abbot
was passed without opposition. The fear of the world becoming over popu-
lated, brought on by the publication about this time of Mr. Malthus' famous
work on this subject, doubtless had a good deal to do with the desire to
find out just how things stood in this respect. Accordingly the first census
was taken in March, 1801, aud sinco that date an enumoration has taken
place in the first year of each successive decennium. The result of the
first taking of the census was reassuring, and even at the present day, after
a great increase of populatiun, we are not 80 much troubled at the thought
that there will over bz t0o many people on the earth, as we are that there
will be too many of the wrong sort on the best portions of it. The legisla-
tion of the time all points to this fear The Ubited States Congress last
session passed a strict immigratior. bill, and that country is showing in
every way her desire to keep out of her territory all undesirable human and
inhuman naturo. The Chinese are barred or restricted in many places;
Australia is gettiog on the defensive against them—in fact, the question of
tho “scum” of creation, of all kinds is getting to be a subject “ripe for
inquiry”’ in many places. The taking of the census will do inuch to throw
light upon this matter, both ia Dritain and the Colonies, as, in the former
especially, every effort ia being made to make the census of foreign immi-
grants as complete as possible. The British census coincides for the third
iime with the enumeration of the inhabitants of the Colonies.

A very interesting appeal cise, that of “ Musgrove vs. Chun Teong Toy,,"
has just been decided by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council,
after four months' deliberation. In March and April, 1888, there was a
violent agitation in certain of the Australian colunies against the immigration
of Chinese. On April 27 a British vessel, the Afyhan, srrived in the port
of Melbourne with 268 Chinese immigrants on board, Chun Teong Toy. or
Ah Toy, as he was generally called, being one of them. By the then
existing law of the colony a vessel could bring to a Victorian port only one
Chinese passenger for every 300 registered tons burden, a provision under
which the Afghan was entitled to convey only 14 Chineso. She had, there-
fore, 254 in excess of her legal complement. According to the Chinese
Act, 1881, no Chinamsn could land in Victoria until he had paid, or some
one had paid fcr him, a capitation tax of £10, and svy shipmaster bringing
more than the legal number of Chinese was liable on conviction to a penalty
of £100 for each one in excess. ‘The defendant, who was the collector of
customs at Melbourne, refused to permit any of the immigrants on board
the Afghan to land. Al Toy accordingly brought an action agaiost him for
damages, alleging that by the law of the colony any Chinese on offering to
pay £10 was entitled 0 land, and that the conveying of more than the
lawful number was an offenco for which by the Statute the master, not the
immigrant, was punishable. The case would have been sufficiently ioter-
esting if the defendant had becn coatent with ploading thet he was justified
under the Statute in refusing Ah Toy to land, but he proceeded to sllege
that Her Majesty’s Government of Victoria, having reason to believe that a
large influx of Chinese was imminent, and that this would be a danger to
the public peace, decided that no further Chinese should be allowed to enter
the colony, and that he (the defendant) acting on inetructions, refused to
reccive Lio from Ah Toy or to allow him to land. Furthermore, it was
said that this act of the collector was ratified by the Government of Victoria,
and consequenlly by Her Majesty, as an act of State policy. It was
around these two latter pleas that the battle raged ; for the questions which
they raised were, whether it is a prerogative of the Crown to exclude
fricndly aliens, and, if so, whether this prerogative has ever been delegated
by Her Majeiy to the Viclorian Ministers, and finally, whether an
administrative act of this character by a Colonial Government can be called
an act of State. DBoth sides went back to the expulsion of the Jews by
Edward I in 1290. Magna Charta, Calvin's case, Cokes Institutes, the
opinious of Lord Eldon, Sir James Mackintosh, Sir Samuel Romilly and a
host of othur authoritics were quoted. The constitutional relations between
the scll-governing colonics and the pature and effects of acts of State wero
also investigated.  In giving judgment their lordships decided that it was
not necessary to consider the constitutional queations at all; that there was
no duty on the collector of customs to take £10, inasmuch as that was not
the price of a licenso to land, but in the pature of a ponalty on landing,
and ““it is not because the unlawfulness of an act is visited oy a pecuniaty
penalty that the payment of that penally makes it lawful”  Acordingly
there was no breach of duty on the part of the collector of customs
towards Ah Toy, and tho latter had no cause of action. The judges also
expiressed the opinion that there is no authority for the proposition that an
slien has a legal right, enforcible by action, to enter British territory.
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