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serious injury which the ship has undergone
does not appoar to have risen in any degroo
from the strain thrown vpon hor during the
actunl launch as far as it prooceded, nor
oven from, tho strains occasioned by the
overbang of ihe hull, notwithstending the
nocéessiry swenknoss of its bs.ctom as com-
parod with i{s avmoured tdes and deck,
scems to hnve.withstood wit b marvelous re-
sistando, It was only as tna tido gradually
foll away from her, and loft the onormous
overhaoging hull to sink and brings its
whole contratéd weignt upsa one pluoe,
that, after hours of resistance tho hottom
yleld and orushed upwards. driving with its
illars, bulkheuds, beauis, and indeed, all
guv. tho massive vertical sides, the g'vder
action of which i4 noy 8b well understood.

4 A determined atYérnpt to aflont the ship
from her grés'ent position is to Le made, as
soon as the necessiry preparation ean be
completed. As far dosvn under her ss work.
men can get at low water new sliding ways
will be laid, and new cradles placed upon
them. But, ns tho ship hersolf lies at eo
great a dgclivity, with her heal stuck down
into the beéd of the river, and as the further
launching must of necessity be dotvnwards,
ono of two things wmust be dote; either the
bed of theriver must be dredged out deeply
enough and far endugh out from the shore
to Jet her descénd as much further as the
launch may require, or else ihe stern
must be raised before thoe luunch. There
are great diliculties in the way of dradeing
the river bed ‘as suggested, wud thers are
othar objections to the former plan; while,
as ragards the latter, although it is obvious.
Jy ensy enough to raise the storn by the lift-
ing power of the rising tide, it is egually
obvious that this must be done only on the
vory tide irito which she is to be launched,
and, thérefdre, the ship hag to be both lift-
ed into hv oradles and launched withina
very short'space of time indeed. It will be
ssen from this that the future launch
of tha [fndependencia will be a critical pro-
ceqdii;g,‘ and one which will deservedly
pwaken much public inlerest. We huve said
AhaBHotwithstanding its difficulty, this far
Fhak attempt to launch theship ought to he
made, We say this bocause, even if sho
ware already condemued to be dismantled
and taken to pieces, it would be very un
desirable to séck to effect these operatione
whera gho now ies, protruding fur into the
nver, catching the full stréngth of the tido,
and'obstruciing in' sonie degrao the vaviga.
tion and t¥affic, whilo'if she is ever to boe re-
patred-her provious launch ts, of courso, ab-
solutdly indispensable. Of courae there is
one conlingenoy to- consider—~that ot her
being launthed but proving so léuky when
launched as Y0 overpowér her pumps und
sink info the,river. In that case,she would
probably have ‘Lo be blasted to pieces and
raised piecemesi, .

“Thg cost of thé Indepindencia, when
completed; oogined, armed, ani equipped
for sen,.would probably not fallshort of half-
a-million sterling.” Itistaid that her hull
only, as it stood ready Tor lauaching, was
msured for ‘hdlf thut amount, at charges
varying from 2s, 3d. to 53. per £100 a5 an’
oxdinary Indnching risk, Fora feo of about
£500; theréfore, the insuranos oftice have
lncurréd 8 claim of & quarter of & million,
or.at Joust, of an amount equal to dll thb
loss geeasioned by thoe failare to launch the
ship, nod of the exponse of restoring her o
her former state,” ‘

o B
The now Brazilian ironclad Independencia
bas ot last ‘been successively lqunched. 1t
will be remembered that repeated attempts

wero mado to Iaunch the big ship after her
complotion, but all without sucocss until’
Jast Thursday. Tho launch was first at-
tempted on the 16th July last at the spring
tide, but tho ship would not move, On the
29th of July,tho next spring tide,anotherat
tempt was made, but it wag equally unsuccoss
ful ~ On thatday ull sorts ol uppliances were
brought to boar to effect the launch, thoe ro*
sult was that the ship wont safely down the
slips about hor own length and then stopped,

-and when the tide fell sho sottlod down

with her stérn in the hed of the river,
nbout a third of her length hiaving ouly
left the ways, '

all the applicances at their command:
Several powerlful hydraulic rams, camels
nnd other appliances were forwarded from
Chatham to Cubitt Town. The weightof
tho ship was decreaved by the removal ol
seme of hér armour-plates, aud other mea-
sures wore taken with a view to effect the
launch, This was fertunately accomplished
in the presence of many officials, ship*
builders, and others ; and the vessel i bo
lioved %o huve sustuined noinjury that can-
not in a short time be repaired. ‘The Inde
pendencia is 320 feet'long, with s béam of
63 foet, and has beem constructed for the
Brazilinn Government. She is 5000 tons
burden, bullder’s measurement, which is
equal when armed and afloat to n displace*
ment of 10,000 tons. Ilersides ave covered
with a belt of 12inch ironjarmour plates to
a depth of about f urteen feot, with an in
sido lining of teak. As nearly all her arm
eur-plutes were fixed while the ship was on
the stocks, her waight is about 6000 tons,
and the operation of launching is felt to be
ono of unsual difficulty.—Broad Arroto,

THE BUUNDARY COMMISSION,

S———

After two sensons labour, involviug a con
sideruble outlay upon the part of the Amerie
can and British Governments; the work of
locating the northern boundary hne from
Lake of the Woods west to the Rocky Moun-
tains, a distance of TUS mules, hus been com-
pleted so far ad the tield work is concerned.
The party of éngineers under Major Twin-
ing arrived in tlus city Inst mght. All the
oflicers of the survey aave American Com
imssioner Campbell are now in the city, It
is needless in this connection to restate in
dethil ivhat tho commission hs ve performed
more than to say that they have located
the boundary line which hus long been in
dispute, Westward to the summit of the
Rocky Mountuins. Ul the wo:k performed,
3uU miles has been completed since the
cemuussion left here on ths 10tk of Juue.
‘Froni Mayor Twining, the chief astronomer,
1t s learned that there_are no points is.con
tention belween the British and Américan

-governmient, but 2 year will he required for
.the engineers Lo work. up thuir notes before

making their report.

The party, cousisting of sixty.five per,
sons, that arrived hére lnst evening, wers
accompanied to Fort Bufort by two com
panies of infantry thst have acted as escort,
Those that are in the 1 besides the en
giaeers aro their dssistant. chain mei, axe.
men, teamsters, cte. All cok brown and
harty after the season of.rou,hingit.  They
‘report tho British Comoussiciy as having

started for I ombinaoverland, and that shey|

will probably atrive there about the 1Uth of
*thiz month, and probably pass through this
city to Canadn, Mr, J. E. Bings, tho Secre
tary of the Commission ; Major W, T, Twin.
ing, Chiel’ Asttonomer; Captain J. F, Gre

In this position sho retnain '
ed until Thursday. The Admirnlty offered:

gory, and Lieut. . V. Groen, Assistuut
Astronomors; L, Bogs, First Ciril Agsistant,
and V. T. Gillouddy, M. D, D, Crowthoer,
Second Assistants; and Captain O. D, Lad.
loy, Quartermaster; and Dr. Elliot Coues,
tho Surgeon and Naturalist, are among the
loarned goutlomon of tho expedition a¢
tho different hotels, All expross thomn
solves us right glad the work is comploted,
and to return 10 civilization again. The
gentlomen will romaiu in theeity for atimn,
and proceed on to their homes in the Euwst
and to Washington, to write up their notes.
~St, Paul Press, Oct, 1.

CONTINUOUS NAVIGATION FROM ST.
PAUL TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS,

——

Burraro, N. Y., Sept. 38, 1874, ‘

*“ A project mooted semo yoars ago of
connecting the navigation of the uppor Mis-
sissippi with the Red Rivor, and the lakes
of British Amerlca anl its rivers, was reviv
ed on reading an article in your valuable
journal, speaking of improving the naviga
tion above St, Paul.

“There are interlocking streams, tho
Crow Wing, Sauk,and perhaps others,which
could be joined Ly short canals to waters
leadiug to the Red River, for small expense,
and thus establish a long river loading to
;;he Rocky Mountains and the Hudsiu

ly.

** \Vhat a vast internal system of iniand
navigation could thus be formed ?

‘*The lecks to connact the waters ought
to be:Jong enough and wide enough to uc.
commgdnto steariors, say 200) feet long, 25
feet wide and & feot deep or draft. Such
steamers could afford the cheapest means
of transport, The projact is entirely feu.
sible, and some day, not far distant, will be
accomplished.

‘ A survey.by the goverunment engineers
ought 10 be had, and it is for the interest of
your rising city to hayo it made.”

As the writer of the above says thisis a
revival in & somonxhat new form of an old
project. But th.. old project waa not to con-
nect tiie affluen.s of the Upper Mississippi
with thosé of the Red Rriver, though some
of them are so closely interlockad thatit
would no doubt ba {easible, but on accouut
of the ridgd of hilly country dividing the
Missiesippi from the Red River basin it is
much less feasible, ‘because much more ex-
pensive thai to connect the Réd and Min
nesota rivers. Lake ‘Uraverse, in which the
Rred River proper takes its rise, lios within
a mile or twojof the Big Stone Lake, which
is the chief supply reservoir of the Minneso*
ta river. They are both situnted in anearly
level pliar on the weatern border of our

_State, and im very high water it is possible
‘to pdss ‘rom one to the other in cinoes and

batteaux.” Tho projoct, a favorite one of
the late'HHon. J. X. Brown, who used to have
a trading post on Big Stone Lake, wus to
connectthese two lakes by cinnl, to decper
the chianuel of tlio Upper Red, rivér, toover:
como_the occasionsl rapids and shallows 6f
the ‘Upper Minnesota by means of locks and

“dutns, and thus, witi: similar jmprovements

on the Saskolchowan, to form a continyous
chrid of navigation for steamboats from New
Orledns to°the Rocky'Mountaing.

Of courso tho project s perfactly. foasible,
given tho necessary expenditures, and it
would be well worth the while. Wao agroo
with-our correspondent, that if such & sys*
tem were established we would forever hold.
the trade of the great central ragion
of British America. Slackwater improver
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