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8iz,I have. the honor to submil my an-
nual report, under the following heads.—

Tiold Artillory,
' Gnaerison Artillery,
Enginecrs,
«  -Gunnery 8chool,
Forts;
Armament and Warlike Stores,

FIBLD ARTILLERY.

The tabular statement marked (A 1 and
2),-on form supplied shows that, of the four
Field batterics -comprising this forcd, tw.
enly have guns, miz., the Quebec and Mon:
treal Field Batleries, and I cannot report
satistactorily of the training.

‘The Quebec Field Battery, under Major
Baby, whose report of dnll and practice 1
enclose, marked (B), and the Shefford Bat-
tery, under Msjor Amyrauld, only turned
ous, the lattar having ®o guns, his men
wexs; instrueted in foot drill and riding
drill.

In physique and intelligence they are
the finest battery I have seen.

‘It is unfortunate they have had the
discouragemrent of being two years without
gunms,

Their period of enrolment expires next
year.

The Beauce Field Battery has only two
seven-pounder muzsle loading mountain
guns, the other two with their equipment
having:been sent to Manitobs, as shown in
1ast year's Militia Report, page 35.

The Officer commanding proposed to past
pone his training uatil the end of the cur-
rent year, with the Lope of having a com-
plete equipment by that time, gnd perform-
ing the two years' drill oons&ptively for
32 days.

As regards Field Artillory equipment, I
beg to refor to the opinion expressed last
year in my report, embodied in that of the
lato Adjutant General of )ilitia, Colonel
Robestson-Ross, page 23. There aro no
Artillery or Engineers in Military District
No. 6, and no Engineers in No. 7.

The porportion of the scientific arms
(which requiro the longest training) is much
below that supposed necessary to accomp-
aby the bestﬂ:fanlry.

Choinadeqtiaté training of at least a large
proportion of the Canadian militia might
warrant 8 proportionate support from good
field artillery, if such iwas procurable, ic-
different field artillory being worse than sn
ensumbrance,

I reconimend = Gold battery being kept
for permanent duty at each of the Gunnary
8chools, 'to ‘which detachments from the
Militis batteries could be attached assuper
numeries for short courses. It is impos
siblo to train lield artillery proporly with
the eight (8) horses supplied. N

The Quebec Gunnery School has not been
supplied with fie’d guns, the only one i
my: possesson havipg no carriage. There

S ompletely equipped in the store at the
fooy of the Citadel iIill, but | have not been
Buccessful in ubtaining tho use of them for
instructionnl purposes, nas; thoy form the
equippment of the Quebee Field DBattery.
somo of whosomen havejoined ' B’ battery
for a *‘short courso' of instruction, which
it is difficult to givo with out tho guns.

GARRISON ARTILLERY:

1 see no reason.to alter the recommenda
toin made in last year's Militia report on
this arm, to the Adjutant General, (Par. 24,
25, 26, & 21.)

Tho tabular statement (A) shows the
Grosse Isle dotnchment Quebec Garrison
Artillery under Lieutenant Frederick Mon-
tiZambert, and the St. John s battery uuder
Major Drumm, are the only portion of the
Active Militin Garrison Artillery who have
completed their training as yet.

T have not baen given an opportunity of
inspecting the Grand Trunk Ralway
Brigade of Artillery, since my appointment
as Inspectcr, though T have more than once
oxpressed my wish to inspect them. I
cannot, therefore, report on their state of
eiciency. )

ENGINBERS.

There are no adequate means of instruce
ing the Engineer Companies, Liout, Devine,
Montreal Engineers, is the only oflicer of
this arm who bas gone through a * Long
Course’’ of instruction at the Gunnery
School A\Quebeo.

Ho has forty (40) of all ranks regularly
enrolled in his Company, No. I, but not
having received uniforms, to which I am
informed the Company was entitled two
years ago, the number attending drill was
lin]:ited to the amount of old clothing avail-
able.

No. 2 Company, commanded by Major
Kennedy has not trained this year,

Captain Clarke, Montreal Grand Trunk
Railway Engineer Company, is the only
officer of the Brigade whoghas passed an ex-
amnation by me previous to promotion, in
accordance with General Order,(12), No 1
paragraphs 1 snd 2, dated Head-quartes
Ottawa, 10th May, 1870°

His examination was salisfactory.

ST. HELEN'S ISLAND, MONTREAL.

The absence of a winter drill room iea
drawback to the instruction of the decach
ment from * B Battery at St. Halen’s
Island. 1beg to refer to page 28 of last
sears Militia report, and to my letter of the
17th December, 1873, on this sutject, in
which I recommended 2 portion of the store
shed being partuioned oft for tins purpose,
Last suramer the prevalence of pic nic par-
ties on the islund was a source of danger,
the long grass on the island caught fire and
the Government boat-house was burnt;
further damage was prevented by thede.
tachment ¢ B” Battery using the fire engine
1 charge of the storekeeper, who, however,
objected to its use, tho sergeant in charge
having taken it without orders (vide corre-
spondence transmitted Lo Head quarters,
20th August, 1873.).

If pic-nic parties are to be atlowed the
privilege of using theisland, the strength
of the detachment should be increased to
50 to allow ofsentries on the powder maga:
zine and armoury, as well as patrols (zids
letter 12th November, 1873.

The fire engineshould be placed in charge
of the officor in command of the detach
ment, which should be practiv d with it

7o foar- () muely Jomling rifle feld guns
R .

periodigally.

Ineed not commont on this eerious ¢ me
sequences of firo where thero is & mngazing
of powder and a valuable storo of arms. [
beg to rofor to my lettors on this subject.

‘Tho same remarks apply to the Citade]
of Quebeo, where thore is no firo-engino,
sinceitho dgparture of the Imperial troops,
(vide lotter dated 17th September, 1872)
though a considerabe amount of gunpowder
and valuable arms are stored in the Citadel,
An incipient fire in the quarters of Lis Ex-
cellonoy, which, for the want of a fire‘engine
might have been productive of serious
results, was fortunatoly extinguished
at night by tho officer on duty, going us
rounds,

The services of the Battery have been
freely rendered st large fires in the city,but
the want of o fire en%ine made their nssig
{.)ance of much less value than it might have
cen,

FORTH.

I beg to refer to page 28, Militia Roport
for last year, and rogrot to add that the
ruinous -condition of the unoceupied
casemates has exceeded my worst anticipa
tions, of the probable effects of this climate
‘Those casemates that have been constantly
occuiped have not suffered, but the rear
walls of ivo casemates in Dalhousie, and
four in* Richmond baations are separated
from the arches, and falling outwards.
An expenditure of $6 for timber supports
was authorized for thosein thoe Iatter bas
ticn, (vide letter dated 21st April, 1873.)

The wooden covering of the water tank in
the dinmond ditch, wis reported on the
14th May, 1872, as having fallen in, and
being in a dangerous condition.

The masonry of the cavalier at the
King's bastion was partically painted by
the workmen employed under the Board of
Warks.

iwould recommnzend that a subsltern offi-
cer of Royal Engineers, with rauk and pay
as & Captain, a sergeant-foreman of works
and twenty-five enlisted artificers, receiving
the same rate of working pay ae in the Royal
Engineers, should be maingsined in the
Citadel, a8 part of the establishment of the
Gunnery school: The officer could also be
employed as Instructor in military survey
ing and fortification. Such an arrangement
would, my opinien, ve found the most
efficient and economical method of prevent:
ing the ruin of the works, for want of ths
annual petty repairs, which are good econ-
omy in theend

The forts at point Levis and Engineer
Park, are still in good order, having been
looked after by non‘commissioned oficers
as caretakers, who have bean allowed fuel.

Hopo and Palace Gates, which could not
he said to have any military value, have
been destroyed, also tho guard houses, and
tho upper part of the walls of the tuwn
lines between those gates lowered to about
two feet. .

The emplacoments for guns are not to bs
interferod with, The Grand Batteryison
a natural escarpment of rock, and offers s
most favourable position far guns, as does
also the whole extent of the lines from the
Legislative buildings to the Artillery bar
rscks, commanding: tho river St. Charla
and the opposite shore, which is open and
easily swept by the fire of the rifled quor
I think it imperative that the rights of Fed-
eral Government in . this locality should oot
bo further interfered with.

I beg respectfully to submit that the or-
dnance landsand buildings have beeu gives
over by the Imperial Government for the
purposes of defence, moneys resulting from



