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where the Polyglot Petition was displayed, The signasures to thie
petition came to hand in fitty Ianguages, and these signaturee, with
the attestations of great sccieties, given shrough their officers,
make up seven millions of names, It required the work of one
woman two years $0 put the petition together.

B Mis® AUNKY SLACK,

In 18%; Mise Agnes Slack came to Amerioa by invitation of the
Nationa! W. C, I. U,, whero she was warmly weloomed, sud in five
montha travelled fifieen thonsand miles in Canada and throngh the
Northern and Southern States, going ss far as Florida.

One of the latest missionary undertakivge of the society has
been to send Mrs. Ilelen M. Stoddard, president of the Texas W.
C. T. U., to the great convocation of missionaries in \exioo, re-
contly assembled at the capital. The work of international peace
and arbit-ation hae been prominent from she firat in our sooiety.
Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, of Maine, a stannoh,Quaker and probably
the wealthieat woman in that State, has freely given of her time
and money to help on this catee.

The work of Mrs. Alary H. Hunter, of the deparimens of scien-
tifio temperanoe instruction in the public schools, is well known ; to
desoribe it would require a chapter by iteell. We believe that while
everythiog is not in the temperanoe reform, the temperanoe reform
in in everything ; that each philanthropic movement has its tam-
perance aspect, and with this we ar~ 1o deal.

Wae are one world of tempted humanity, and she mimsion of the
W. C. T. U. is to organize the motherhood of the world for pesce
aud purity, for the protection and exaltation of its homes. We
are sending forth an earnent oall 40 our sisters norose all seas and
to our brothers none the less. We are no longer hedged abont by
the arliticial boundaries ef states and nations, but we are saying as
women what good and great men loog ago declared : * The whole
world is my parish and to do good my religion.”’

THE WORLD'S W.C.T. V.

THE CONVENTION AT TORONT()- -CROWDED MEET-
INGS IN CHURCH AND HALL -LIVELY INTEREST
TAKEN IN THE PROCEEDINGS.

SUKCIALLY CONTRINDTED,

The Worl 1's Convention which opened on Saturday at Toronto
has been the great event of the year in woman's work. It was
preceded by the anuual meeting of the Dominion W.C.T.U , which
prepared the way for the greater body.

Miss Willard presided. She is the natural born leader of the
white ribboned hosts. What Neal Dow has been ehe is. Her
influence is remarkable and it is world-wide. Hor position she owes
to her personal qualities and her devotion to the cause she so faith.
fully serves.

On the platform with Miss Willard, at the opening session
were :—Miss Agnes E. Slack, Secretary; Mrs. Rutherford,
Dominion President ; Miss Anna A. Gordon, Mre. Kirk and Mrs.
Ardill, Australia; Miss Warr, Victoria ; Miss .Johnnedottir,
Iceland ; Miss ‘I'omo Inonye and Miss M. A. Veazay, Japan ; Miss
Ericson, Finland ; Mrs. Gordon Culick, Spain; Mrs. Krikorian,
Armenia; layah Barakat, Syria ; Mrs. Lile, Eagland; Sister Lile,
England ; Misa Stafaer, Chioa ; Mra. L. M. N. Stevens, U.S. A,
Sater Alonzo Lopez, Spain; Miswes Vincent and Cummiongs,
Austrilasinn orgsnizers; Mrs. Barnard, Collingwood ; Mrs. Geo.
Robinson and Miss H. M. Robinson, Toronto ; Mrs. llooker T.
Washington, Alabama; Mrs. Leonora M. Lake, St. Louis, Mo.;
Emily Rose Iilebey, Cardiff, South Wales; the Countras di Brazza,
Uaiversal P’eace Union; Miss Reremie Perkins, Rochester, N.Y. ;
Mise Marion A. Milks, Comcepeion, Chili ; Miss Swankie Cameron,
London, England, : Mrs. Frances J. Barnes, New Nork; Mrs. R,
AW. McLachlan, Montreal ; Mrs. Emma R. Atkinson, Canada ; Mrs,
Roberta FE. Tilton, Cavada; Mma. Chatrlton Edholme, Florence
Cutheratop, Chicago 1ll. ; Maurice Gregory, Secretary Friendw
Association tof England) for Abolishing State Regulation of Vice :
P'rof. Oliver S. Westaver, representing the temperance workers of
southern Califarnia: Mra. Weatover Alden, New York ; Rev, 1. V.
Lusas, D1, Torento ; Mrs. Dr. Youmans, Winoipeg: Miss A L.
A. Maurcutt, Mre. G, E, Ardill.

MINS WILLARD'S ADDRESS,

The proceedn gs began by appropriate devotional exercises and
then Mias Willerd delivered her bi annual address. A few of her
remarke only can he here recorded but had space permitted it
would have been well worth pablishing in full.

Speaking of the Canadisn plebiscite she said : Canada leads the
world to day in the great prohibition struggle, and it leads with
cheeting prospects of success. The country is homogeneous ; it has
uot that great foreign population to contend with by which we are

almost fatally handicapped; ite people are serious minded and
practical ; its average standard of morals and religion is higher than
ours; it has put jtself on record by a popular plebiscite in which
prohibition triumphed ; it has survived the hnicors of the Royal
Commiwnion to investigate the liquor traflio, and is on the eve of
another popular vote, in which, although it muat contend againat
the united power of the aloohol trade in all countries which will be
brought to bear upon its politicians and ita people, we have faith to
believe (anl we go largely by aight as well, because this thing hss
becn done once) that “ Our Lady of the Snows” ia going to pluck
from the heavens of purity and plant an her own tair brow the
bright star of prohitition, which means happy homes to her people
and a harbinger of peace to all the world.

ARBITRATION TRERATIRS,

The cause of peace has won great victories this year. The
arbitration treaty with our mother country is only lying over;
slready we have reason to believe that through the influence of the
President arrangements are being made for the presentation of
suother treaty of wider scope, and it in not improbable that we may
soon be saying, * How good it waa to reject the less valuable that
we might gain a greater, even a universal treaty of peace.”

The Stotthing of Norway has appointed a committee of nine to
conaider the yuestion of forming arbitration treaties with foreign
nations, and to submit proposale to that end. It is weill known
that France is moving in the same direction, and the recent declara-
tiona of the Crar and the Emperor of iermany are unmistakably in
favor of pacitic messures, while the treaty between Turkey and
Greece recently promulgated by the powers is & peace triumph,
even though it registers the subserviency of Christian nations to the
great Moslem hierarchy.

On the **righta of the total abstainer ' Mies Willard’s views are
summed up thus : ** This is cur position : that the crown of creation
»0 far as we know, is the dome-like head carried on human shoulders;
that this is the universe in minature, and the neareat to God of
anything of which we are aware; that forth from it has come all
that makes the earth differsnt from a den of beasts, and that any
matcrial sold or used which produces its deterioration beyond what
any other material does or can shall not be made or sold under the
guarantees and safeguards of the State.”

ONR STANDARD OF PURITY.

No good can coms of legalizing the violation of two laws of God
—first, thou shals not commit adultery ; second, thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself W hatever degradee the women of India puta
the stamp of deterioration upoa all women. To this it will be
replied that they have degraded themaelves, and the means proposed
ate only to mitigate the consequences ; but it makes all the differ-
ence in the world to us whether their degradation came about
through any forces that we have sat in motion. By parity of
reasoning we might say the saloon is here, and here it will remain ;
lot us do all we can to make it less dangeraus to the people. Rat
this is not the point ; our attitude toward the saloon, first, last and
alwags, is an attitude of utter hoatility, and it makes all the differ-
ence in the world to s whether ita prcsence among us is in spite of
our proteat und work, or whether we have takes messures that
render its continuance probable. Besides this, we must remember
that, althoogh military ofticers may not think so, the moral contam-
ination of the future husbsnds and fathers of England is a calamity
immeasurably greater than their physical deterioraticn. The
foundation and the keystone in the arch of heathenism is th.e sacri-
fice of woman's purity on the altar of man’s seasuality, and if there
is one monstrous thing which above another represents the anti.
Christ, it is that fact. In oriental conntries women are helpless in
the handas of men, as they have been through the dark centuries,
and the depths of degradation to which this utter dependence has
reduced them are beyond all power of western comprehension. The
Faglish law in the Btraits Bettlementa is said to be “* for the pro-
tection of Chinese girla; none are allowed to register as prosti-
tutes except of ** their own free will,” and *‘ with the coneent of
their mothers.”’ But women physicians among the missionaries
testify that they have treated little Chinese girls, four and five
years of sge, wha had beea bought in North China and were taken
south to be raised for vile purposes, and who, when they were made
to register, wounld never dare to say the woman with which cach
one was living was not her *“mother.” As for “ her own free
will,"” none of these poor creatures ever had a {ree will, or ever will
have. That is the protection that Eogland affords to Chinese girls.
It is well.known that the morsl tone of aimy life is very low in
Qriental countries, and to suppdes that men who would frame auch
a law as | have just described would ever subject their anldiers to
an examination becruse they had visited these women eeems to
expert physiciaos whom I have ocossulted to be out of the
question.
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