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T 113 ADDIISs CivEN< AT TOIC Kz<OX COLLIS ALVbma<î COIwur.te,

JASf. 2ftn, aUr Rsv. IV. D). AllusuoI<o, M .A., Fil-P.
This therne is, I topo, aufliloentiy wide, Important and

prie, lad. 1< Ia eue et a&l oveuts lu which wo ranniatera may b.e
beipfui to ue anot)aor lu canterecco Comiaug as a paster with
smre ycars of oxperloesc and observation I in<cnd te speak fr'm
<ho pastor's point of view. 1 &hall ho disappointed If my &Adrets
dlots net suggeit te tho mndiet my brothrcu some hoiptul thoughta
wlth regard te tho paator't difficultles, dilemumas and limitations.

Tho professional, writer, or profealonal <cacher van deaI vith
tho questions <bat corne before hlm lu a fall and selentific mauner;
but tho pastor. lu hie treatment, le compelledl te remnemnher the
limited education sud <ho actuel uceds efthîe people fer wboso
spiritual welfaro ho lere. lu dc(aiing wib tho questirins of tho
day the Profector f rom bis chair apeaka te studeuts who have
reeeivedl careful mental <rainiaag and appear beforehim armedwith
mnodem toit-bocks. The preacher in the pialpit las differently
aituated. What measureocf attention ho shall gavOa tezoe suh-
Jete, how aud te what, extent refer te thcm in hie mînletratienais
a live questien, sud a perpiexing que>tion, for the husy paster of
te-day.

Monzi. Tniorcur là a very large word. Net a lecture but a
library 'aould bo nocossary te dcii wi<h It. What I mesu b>'
Modern tbougit, in <bis couneoticu ls modemn waya cf vitwirg (1)
tho Werld, (2) the M~ble, (3) History, (4) ian. lVhen I mention
the words Evolution, Iligher Criticiaru, Comparative Religion,
Sociaiism, the>' ai. once suggomt the, living <haught, tho inteliectuai
battfofilds cf tho prescnt ago. Tho relation et Ced te tho wvorld,
tho relation of Cod te arai, tho relation of Ged te <ho Bible, the
relation o! Chriatiauit>' taeothor religions, tbe relation cf ma.n te
man, thons 1 think are tho problomas wblch <bis aga lu trying with
a tremeudons caruestuets te acîve. Au might ho expeoted frein
this intellectuel aotivi<y <bore have emerged Berne theories andl
sentiments subversive oft he truth wo hoid sacred, sud hostile te
the Gospel wo precl.

Tho question Is-llew shahl wo as minIstors deai with thcoe
matteors? Wiaat attitude Ahahl vo assume?

1. 1 far tbat thora are sanie miniaters aveu lu <bis enligbtened
as a whe, if tho>' could, would put dowu ail discussion thatiiturba
ibair anoient mode of heliof b>' the bigh baud et authority and
force. Tht. spirit nover entiz ci> dies eut. Dut, I preaume, vo
are net likol>' te roturu ta thae tirno lu the Church'c butor>' wheu
crimewas cani>' condoned, but fret tboughtcrucified. Te-day <ho
scientfmt Ma>' parme D pubhiala bis investigation wit h theoutmast
troaedom. Tho philosopher may suncounco a t<bom> of the universe
tbat dishoners Ged, and degrades man witheut focar af fine, or lire,
or lmprisonanent. The Chriatian acholar liuforbiddcu purauca te
tho utmait bis inquiries lite <ho toundations of him baith.
Noithor dogmatim ur unreasoued authorit>' can put dowu fret
iuquiry Inte truth. Theory muet bo met b>' tbcery, tact by fa et,
inquir>' b>' Inquir>'. The arcra la open. Truth sud errer muet
flght it ont (bot Io foot and band tei baud. Surel>' ail th. trath
should ask, al] bat sho neodu, in a fair field sud ne tarer.

IL 1 tear <bat thora are Dot wanting ministera wbo threugh
indolence would Ignore thec troublesomo phags et moern thought.
Now such a position may hc camutortabie but it je net noble.
'reIly it1 taL ae ur place as Christian minuèter, te abat Dur oyes te
tho tronblcd, passionate. perplexcd mental lita et modern <hues;
te ait down in ingiorious tuse as il uotbing were liappening; ta ait
among the doad whla tho venld &round us ias& ai ve; ta lie dovu
in liary indulgence and droim cor drearni, while tho wbaie world
01 theaaght la lu swift snd violent motion lVbilst ont eft <is
troubled Intellectuel clament <bere ire eçer riing nov prebloans,
nov perploxitios; nov kuaociga; Dow ideais. Self-respect, as
Wall as dut>', forbidi lucb a <bing. 80 far au mental casa is con-
ceruod the minuater ci to-day bas talion on rather bard <bmes. T
think I May' sfel>' apreai te an> brealarcai if it la net <bair oxpari.

on utho mildet cf tho uniresi, <ho montai agonies lu oven>' gicat
dop&rtmnt cf theologio tbozight snd among ail classes of mon,
<hbt ho cm>' careto Olten to <beir lips-

"The 'world is ont et joint, O curited spite,
That aver I vas box-n te cet it rightl

Permit me a word te &ho atudeuts botore me: Young mou, the
eati te the Christian mlnlstry te-day, in net a caîl tae ansd coin-
tc rt of an>' kind. phytical or mental. It la a rlnging challenge te
a&N <bit à* srns, alefl., and beoda lu en te ariseo aud engage in a
work sud varf&re tho grandeat <bat apy age, bas over sezn. The
eue îuîerattng <bing iu tho venld in religion. And lu religions
thtoking <ha minuster 0! tht Gospel, ef ail mon, aboula net bc a
mental anachrenisan.

111. Ti=er art Romne mini4tons wbo affect te doapîse <home modem,
qutationfog and Ignore <hema on tbe reuna <bat. <boî are caly eld

heriles reviveil, Errera vsnqnlmhed en A tbousaud battie fields.
«Wh7 sboula I #pend timo ln lnvestigating or rofnting tbem? 1But
suppoeo wu are content ta call them old errore revlved, ail I oay ln
that for thia &go thoy are new Roy way and very livoly, rànd are
dressed up in a way to attract tho ogo. Ana If they have ben
vauquished ou a thousand battlo fids th.y wiil bave to bc van-
quished &gain. The minlîters alm will over bc ta preserve the
fAfth in the midet o! tho actuel que stionlugs of the presfent day.
To accoroplish this end ho amuet bo equlpped ta meet wbatevor
antl-Chrlstian argumente, lIaferonce or projudices may te trou.
biing enruest soule ln the nmental stanoaphore cf the present. To
rush out with Ibe aid int.locks ot by.goue apologetics te mnt
the fac lu to, court defeat. A Christian minuater may bo Waeil
versed iu patristie thcology, lu rcformation theology, ini Puritani
thcoiogy, but if ho dce net know the tbeulogy of to.day in relation
te the errr, and asulots of t.o.day hg cannot bo îsld to b. mon.
waiy wldo awàke. Hof rny know the arguments of colons againat
Christianity and bu ablo to show how they were refuted, ho auay
ho able te givo a good bistory of tho confilt with Dolea ln tho
18tha century, and cau stili atudy Butler wlth immense profit, but
as objections te Christ.lanity are ccming up lu new forme, presont.
ing new facto, h3abohula bo ablo to present bis argument lu rcpiy
iu the faorm that -will most prcciseiy ancet this ncw standFoiut and
deali xith tho new tact& preiscuted. lu tho light of tho great
advancca thît Mei nte bas muade and the largely acceptodl doctrine
of evolution, oid raiey, witb ail bis excelieucits, whiist hie main
argument remaino, in net tho test instrument to enforce the theo-
logical argument upon soientifio doubters. lu the light of modem
fliblical criticiarn ana remeaxcb elhen csflcd te aneet attacka ou the
Bible not train tiios who revue o book but !rcr thoso who profeme
to revere it, we want somothing more up to date than Hlorno'as
Introduction. lu the iight of tho tact that the press and the plat.
feaim arc daseminating evcrywbero ie theoriesi modern shape,
<ho preacher mustihave the antidote ln modern shape &td ho able
te adapt hie arguments te special ana lcal assaultu afficting the
audience te whiob ho minluters.

1V. Again 1 fear there are &oane minustera who ignore Miodern
theological questions froui wbat they would call prudent sud pions
rosâons. Thoy say I 1avili preaoh the old Gospel and lot prour
questions tako care of themseivea or lot Collegoprofcssoratakocare
a! <hem. iVhat havo I <do with Evolution, orlligherCritlcism,

And b>' this sorne stem te nnderataud tbo crucifixion. (If se, who
more inconsistcut than Paul bimself wçith tbe text). Nov', it la
Moet emphaticaliy true that; lu tho main the positive pretation
of the Gospel nud <ho pressing cf it homo on tbe conscience of man
la tho great work eft he preacher. Apolagotio preaebing la net te
bc tho stapleocf tho pulpit. Our religions press la very fond of
Siving iaadidents illustrating bow ineffectivo apoloectlc preachlng
is, or bow soins motca Infidel was convcrteid by a rimple Gcapel
sermon. TaIre for exemuple <bat oad ane told about tho Bimhop o!
Landau. In a certain churcb ho liadt prcschad a sermon on IlTho
feal bath said in bis beart, tbero ie ne God." The flishop thoughi
ho bad mode, a protty cicar snd full relatation of ecepticiam.
Coming ente of<he ohurch ho fell ln with a wortby thurch wsrdcu
aud a conversation arose Dn <ho sermon. Thre gocd BiSheu Was
sornewhat taken aback wben the pions wardcn orpressed the effect

oua hie ove mind "À(Atorali, my Lord, I do bolieve tbero beaGed.'
Il amo expccted ta coucludo <bat <ha Biebop's mrmon vas

misplaccd or porbapos tbat the sermon was net very cicer lu its
itâtements. la this the rlgbt infereuce? It waonid, prebabiy ho
,tarer the truth <smumatho crasm stapidity of the ohurob.warden
or tbat ho inadvorton<ly slopt.

It il humiliating ta l tho utterauces ef pioue atupidity
heruldedas mnaxime tbat oughit te guide t.he prophets et Ged inutpr
mont ges ta cho peoplo. The minustera o! ho claa Is describlug
tell u4 Chriatisuit>' needs ne apology. 1 anmwer of course net if
apology moens au excuse for wcaknom or wiokodzes. Duit if
spology meaus,am it doesin tis conecetion a, defene o! the truth,
wo are bonnd, 1 <hixik. a occasion demande te ho apologisteanau
ouglat if possile ta e, o od eues. Tho word ia a goid Qcrlptn:.o
word too. Pani telle tho Philippians Illu dofence <apeleia) sud
ceufirmaticu of tho GI)spel ye, are partakera of my grace."l Again

11I am sot for tha defouce (apologia) of the Gospel.', The early
Chriatians la their carc!ully proparea apologiest beforo kinge.
Tha modemn preacherabihnd proparedl when occasion demanda
it te place a <lliug apology bofoe the people. Or. perbaps thome
minister: tell us II on. do Mare baxi than goed by dealiug wi<b
theso questions. Tou dia<nrb pious faithfnl seuls by the mere
mention of thirge. And quota Tennyson.-

Leavo thon thy sistor whero abc prayo,
lierc arly faitli, ber early ývIowt,
Ner thon by sbadowed doubt, confuse
a6 lite that loadh Melodions days.11
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