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The Christian Ministry and Modern Thcught,

T nr Appness Given ot THk KNox CoLrzox ALumNI CONFERENCE,

Jan. 201n, vy Rev. W. D, Anustroxo, M.A., Pu.D,

This thems is, I hopo, sufiiciently wide, Important and
prac.foal. It ie ono at all ovents in which wo ministers may be
helptal to ono another in confereaco, Coming as a pastor With
somo years of oxperionce and observation I intend to epeak from
tho pastor's point of view. I aball be disnppointed it my address
does not suggest to tho minds of my brothren some helpful thoughta
with regard to the pastor’s diflicultics, dilernmas and limitations.

Tho profeasional writer, or professicnal teacher can deal with
the questions that como befors him in a full and scientific manner;
but tho pastor, in his treatment, is compolled to remember the
limited education and the actusl nceds of the people for whose
apiritual welfaro ho labors. 1o dealing with the questions of the
day the Profecsor from his chair speaks to students who have
roceived careful mental trainivg and appear beforehim armed with
modorn toxt-books. The preacher in the pulpit is difforently
situated. YWhat measure of attention he shall givo to these sub-
joots, how and to what extent refer to them in hia ministrationsis
a livo question, and a perplexing question, for the busy pastor of
to-day.

Mopzrry Taorent isn very large word. Not a lecture but o
library would be nocessary to desl with it. What I mean by
modern thought in thia connesticn is modorn ways of viewing (1)
the World, (2) the Dible, (3) History, (4) Man. When I mention
the words Evolation, Higher Criticism, Comparative Religion,
Sooialiem, thoy at once suggost the living thought, theintellectual
battle-flolds of the prescnt age. Tho relation of God to the world,
the relation of Cod to man, the relation of God to the Bible, tho
relation of Christianity to other religions, the relation of man to
man, thess I think are the problems which this sgo is trying with
a tremendous carncatneas to solve. As might be expeoted from
this intellectual sotivity thero have emerged some theories and
sontiments subversive of the truth we hold sacred, and hostile to
the Gospel we preach,

The question is—How shall we as ministors desl with thess
matlore? What attitude ahall we assume?

1. I fear that thore are some ministers even in this enlightened
ags who, if thoy could, would put down all discussion that disturbs
their ancient modo of belief by tho high haund of authority and
force. This spirit nover entirely dies out. Bat, I presumo, we
ar6 not likoly to return to the time in the Charch’s history when
crime was oasily condoned, but fres thoughtcrucified. To-daythe
scientist may parane and poblish his investigation with the utmost
{rcedom. Tho philosopher may announce a theory of the universe
that dishonors God, and degrades man without foar of fine, or fire,
or imprisontnont. Tho Chriatian acholar unforbidden puraues to
tho utmoat his inquiries into tho foundations of his faith.
Nelther dogmatism nor unreasoned authority can pnt down freo
inquiry into truth. Theory must bo mot by theory, fact by fact,
inquiry by inquiry. The arcra is open. Truth and error must
fight it ot foot {0 foot and band to hand. Surely all th. trath
should ask, all that sho neads, is a fair ficld and no favor.

I1. 1fear thet thero are not wanting ministers who through
indolence would igeore the troublesomo phases of modernthought,
Now soch a position may be comfortable but it is not noble.
Srrely it is not our placo as Christian ministera to shut our eyes to
tho tronbled, passionats, perplexcd mentsal lifo of modern times;
to sit down in inglorious caso aa if nothing werc happening ; to sit
among tho dead whilo the world around us is all alive ; to lis down
in Jaey indalgence and dream our dreams, while the whole world
of thonght is in swift and violent motion Whilst ont of this
troubled intellectual cloment thers are over rising now problems,
now perplexities; new knowlodgo ; now ideals. Sell-respect, aa
well ax duty, fordids such a thing. 8o far as menta) caso is con-
corned the miniater of to-day has fallen on rather hard times. I

think I may safely appeal to my brethren if it is not their expori.
enco in the micst of the unreal, the mental agonies in every great
dopartment of theologio thought and among s!l classes of man,
thas tho cry comes often to their lips—

¢ The world 1s ont of joint, O curzod 'Pi“’
That over I was bora to set it right.’

Permit mo a word to tho students before mo: Young men, tho
call to the Christian ministry to-day is not a call to case and com-
fcrt of any kind, physical or mental. Itisa ringing challenge to
all that ia strong, alert, and heroio in you to ariso and cngago in a
work and warfxre tho grandeat that any age bas over seon.  The
ono fotareating thing in tho world is religion. And in religiouns
thioking the minister of the Gospel, of all men, should not be a
mental aoachronism.

IIl. Tieroaresomeminiatora who affect to deapiscthesemodern
questionfogs and Igucre them on the ground that thoy are only old
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heresiea rovived, Errora vanquished on a thousand battle fields.
TWhy should I spend time in investigating or rofuting them? But
suppose wo are content to call them old errors revived, all I say is
that for this ego thoy are new any way and very lively, and are
drosacd up in & way to attract the age, And i they have been -
vanquished on a thousand battle fields they will have to bo van-
quished again. The ministers aim will ever bo to preserve the
fafth in tho midet of tho actual questionings of tho present dsy.
To accoraplish this ond ho must bo equipped to meet whataver
anti-Christian arguments, inferonces or projundices may to trou.
bling earnest souls in the mental atmosphere of the present, To
rugh out with tho old flint-locks of by-gone apologetics to meet
the foe is to court defeat. A Christian minister may bo well
versed in patristic theology, in reformation theology, in Puriten
theology, but if ho does not know the thevlogy of to-dsy in relation
to the orrors, and asasults of to-day ho cannot bo said to be men.
tally wido awake, Ho msy know the arguments of Colsus againat
Christianity and be ablo to show how they were refuted, be may
be able to give a good history of tho confliet with Deism in tho
18th contury, and can still study Butler with immenso profit, but
o8 objections to Christianity are coming up in new forms, present.
ing new facts, ha should be able to present hiz argument in reply
in tho form that will most precisely meet this new standgoint and
deal with tho new facts presented. In tho light of tho great
advances that ecience has made and the largely accepted doctrine
of evolntion, old Paley, with all his excellencies, whilst hin main
argument remaing, is not the best instrument to enforce the theo-
logical argument upon soientifio donbters. In the light of modern
Biblical criticiem and research when called to meet attacks on the
Bible not from thoso who revile thebook but from thoso who profess
to revero if, wo want something more up to date than Horne's
Introduction. In the light of the fact that the press and the plat-
form aro dizseminating everywhercinfldol theories in modernshape,
the preacher must have the antidote in modern shape and be able
to adapt hisarguments to special and local assaults affecting the
audience to which he mintsters. .

1V. Agsain I fear there are some ministers who ignors modern
theological queations fzom what they would call prudent and piona
reasony. Thoy say * I will preach the old Gospel and let your
questions take care of themselves or led College professoratakocare
of them. What bave I to do with Evolution, or Higher Criticism,
or Secanlarism, or Agnostioiem? I preach Christ and Him crncified,”
And by this somo scem to underatand the crucifixion, (If s0, who
mora inconsistent than Paul bimself with the text). Now, it is
most cmphatically true that in the maiu the positivo presentation
of the Gospol and tho pressing of it home on the conscience of man
is tho great work of tho preachor. Apologetio preaching is not to
be tho staplo of tho pulpit. Our religious press is very fond of
giving incéidents illustrating how ineffective apologelic preaching
i, or bow some noted infidel was converted by a eimple Geapel
ssrmon. Tako for example that old one told about the Bishop of
London. In a certain church hohad preached o sermon on *The
fool hath said in his beart, thero ie no God.” The Bishop thought
boe had made a pretty clear and full refatation of scepticiam.
Coming out of the church ho fell in with a worthy church warden
and a oonversation aroge on tho sermon. The good Bishoo was
somewhat taken aback when the pious warden oxpressed the eflect
on hig owa mind * Aftorall, my Lord, I do believe there boa God.’
Wo aro expected to concludo that tho Bishop’s sermon was
misplaced or perhapa that tho sermon was not very clesr in ita
statemeonts. Is this the right inference? It would probably be
nearer the truth to assumothe crassstupidity of the church.warden
or that hie inndvortently slopt.

It i+ humiliating to find tho uttoraunces of pious stupidity
heralded .8 maxime that onght toguide the prophete of God intheir
messages to cho people. The ministers of tho clasa Tam describing
tell ua Christianity needs no apolegy. I answer of ocarso not if
apology means an excuso for weaknoss or wickedness. But if
apology means.as it doesin this connectiona, defence of the truth,
woaro bound, I think. as occasion demands to bo apologists and
ought if peasiblo to be good ones. The word is a good Seriptazo
word too. Paul tells tho Philippians **In defence (spologia) and
confirmatico of the Guspel yo aro partakers of my grace.” Again
s X am sot for the delence (apologia) of the Gospel.” The early
Chriatians 1aid their carefully propared apologies bofore kinge,
Tho modern preacher should bs prepared when octasion demands
it to place a telliog apology boforo tho people.  Or, perbaps thess
ministers tell us ** Yo do moro barm than good by dealing with
theso questions. You disturd pious faithial sonls by the merq
mention of things. And quote Tennyson—

“ T,cava thou thy sister whero she praye,
Her carly aith, her oarly viows,
Nvor thou by shadowed doabt, confaza
A life that loads melodions days.”

W



