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was somo old toxt which the library of Ninoveh did nob jossess.
Nebuchadnozzar, as his inscriptious show, was himself a patron of
literature, and it in thorefore moro than probable that when he
took Jerusalem he would havo carcfully removed tho dibracy he
found thero to one of tho numorous librarics of his own country,
Tho Babylonians tovk a good deal of interest in tho nations round
about them, and some of tho tablote they have bequeathed to us
contain the namos of forcign deitios, as woll as lists of foreign
waords with their Babylonian equivalents, As for tho literary
works ot the northern kingdom of Isracl, tho *“ men of Hexckiah,”
who cupied vut the proverbs of Solomon, woald have been glad to
secare as many of them as possible. ‘Tho writings of tho northern
prophets,” Amos and Hosea, must have been preserved in this way ;
fndeed, the prophecies of Hosen contain clear evidence that they
have been edited by a Jow,

Alter the roturn {rom tho oxilo thero were no longer any difli
culties in tho transmission of the sacred books. Tho literary age
of Greece had alrcady bugun, and the Western world was begicuing
to learn from tho Eaatern how to writo and read, to establish
librarios zn- preeerve books. Tho Jewish community had become
a surt of theocracy under the government of tho high pricst, and its
mwembers were interested in hauding down intact the Scriptures
which tney had received. Before loug the Hebrew books were
trausiated into Greek for the benefit of the Greek speaking Jowa
of Egynt, and the Old Teatament was thus transmitted through
two scparate chauncls, the Hebrew toxt of Palestine, and the
Greek text of the Soptuagint. Papyrus mado way for the parch
ment scroll, and cventually in the sixth century of cur era tho
Maxsorctes commenced their work of counting overy lotter of the
sacred volume, and by mcans of tho vowel points and accentag of
stercotyping its traditional pronunciation. Meanwhile the Canon
of the New Teatament had been formed, and tho books of which it
was composed added to those of the Hebrew RBible. Under the
successors of Alexander the Great, buckseliers had multiplied in
the great citivs of tho civilized wotld and large bodics of trained
slaves were employed to copy tho books that were in demund. It
was no longer difficult to obtain a copy oi a Look, provided tho
purchaser was willing to pay its price. The prescrvation and
multiplication of the Scriptures had become almost us casy as it is
in our awa time.

Religious Instruction in Public Schools.
His Stemie was Laten oN Tus Bintk.®
{Conclusion.)

Tho following papers wero sot as a means of answering the
question, ** Do my pupils know as much or more about heathen
religions and other things that we do not apecially teach them, as
they do about the Bible, which we do not specially toach them

cither ¥
A

1. Name six herocs, prophets, or gods, of the Grecks, Romaus,
or Arabians, \What was each noted for?

11, Ono of the poets of Queen Victoria’s reign wrote a lament
on the death of & fricnd, Name the {riend, the poem and the
poet. Tell something worth remembering about this friendship.
Give a short quotation from any poem by this writer.

HT (1) What does a Hinda think about the Ganges ?

2 Wh * docs a Hindu think about thn cow ?

3) What docs a Mohaminedan think about the slave trade?

1} What does s Mormon think about home life?

v+ What did the carly astronomers think about the shape of
the carth?

&, What did the ogrly astronomers think about the motion of
the heavenly bodies?

1V, I would rather have written these lines thantake Quebec
to-morrow.”

(1} Who said this?

(2) When?

{1 Who wrote “these linca.”

{4) What did the speaker mean?

B,

1. Namc 8 2 great Old Tostawent characters.
them great?

Il. Name tho puet of the Bible who wrutoa lament on the death
of a {riend?

Name tho friend.

What was his {ate?

Give a shurt quotation from any of this poot’s writings.

Tall anything worth telling about their friendship.

1L Give onc ahuri practical direction from the Bible for each
of the {ollowing :--

(1) The (duties of a citizen.
[ I ‘' judge.
3 *  kiog.

What made
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(4) The treatment of the aged.

%) . « poor,

(0) " 1) L lazy.

IV. ** Render therefore, unto Casar tho thingsthat aro Cresar’s,
and unto God the things that are God’s.”

Who said this?

Whent

\What does it mean?

In preparing these papers, overything directly bearing upon
achool work was avoided. llad I, for example, set for 4 I.:
« Name and describe six characters from ‘ Kenilworth.” 1Iknew
overy pupil would give a good answer. But that would not have
fested tho point in question. We know our pupils are far better
acquainted with overy book authorized by tho Education Depart-
ment of Ontario than they are with the Bible. Itisnotsurprising
that they should know a book they study sand sbould not know a
book thoy do not study. The profession knowsthat and the public
knows that. That was not what I wanted to kuow. I wanted to
koow whether thoy had ‘¢ picked up” as much or more Grecian
and Hindu mythology and other things t6 which chance allusions
are made in class work as they had “ picked up ™ about the Bible,
to which also chance allusions are made in class-work, and which
is assumed to be taught by the Church and the home besides.

So I tried to make tho questions on 4 and B of equal difficulty.
and showed the paper to a professional friend, explaining my
object. My friend at once assured me that those who were able to
answer 4 would be ’ble to answer 5, and that I would find the
reaults about equal. On reading the questions again, I was some-
what inclined, on the whole, to agree with this opinion.

Five classes were examined on this psper—one huodred and
ninctecn pupils. The average mark obtained by each form, on
each of the questions set, and the average mark obtained by the
pupile belonging to cach Church (see instructions from the Educa-
tion Department for General Registers) on each of these questions,
is given below.
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7 6 6250 6 7 ¢ 2350
5.2 5.2 4.720. - 3.6 3.0 1.8 2.410.8
53 4.7 5219.2 4.2 1.2 2.1 1.5 9.0
4.6 4.2 58,2194 4.6 2.0 22 3.011.8
5.8 4.1 4919 1 4.1 26 26 2.712.0
4.7 3.3 6.717.0.3.7 1.2 23 1.8 9.0
5.0 4.2 5.018.6 4.0 2.1 22 2410.7

|

4.9 4.7 5.019.5 4.0 2.6 1.9 2.410.9
l 5.2 3.9 5.2 18.3; 4.0 2.0 2.4 2210.6
Episcopalian.... 33152 &4 5.0 §.220.8 4.2 24 21 2511.2
Presbyterian..... 31443 5.2 39 5.118.5 41 23 23 2611.3
Mcthodist ....' 2542 51 4.1 5.318.7°38 1.3 1.9 22 92
Baptist ool 1614.7 4.3 4.6 65419038 1.6 24 2.0 98
Congregati'l ... 9:2.9 4.7 41 5216.9:4.2 26 1.1 2.610.5
lchre\v.........‘ 116.0 7.0 50 6.024.0 6.0 00 6.0 2014.0
R. Catholic......{ 1 6.0 7.0 4.0 5.022.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 2.0
Lutheran........ 1/2.0 3.0 4.0 5.014.0 2.0 0.0 20 00 4.0
Unitarian....... 1{3.0 7.0 3.0 6.019%.0 60 0.0 3.0 0.0 9.0
Believers........ 160 7.0 6.0 6.025.0 4.0 7.0 3.0 4.0 18.0

The general result of this teat is somewhat striking. The
average percentage on 4 ia 74.4 and oo B 42.8. One pupil obtained
the maximum for both papers. Nine other pupils obtained the
maximum for 4. Onoc other pupil obtained the maximum for B,
and only five out of one hundred and nineteen pupils knew moio
about B than about A. Of the reat, threc pupils obtained equal
marks for A and A. That is, nine pupils knew as much or more
about B than about 4, and the remainder, one hundred and ten,
know less-

Fifty-two pupils could tell about Cupid, Juno, Neptune and
other gods. Bat only thirty-onc gave eix great characters from
tho Bible and what they were noted for. Judging from thesc
results one might somotimes boin a little doubt as to whether
theso childron had been brought up in Christian or heathen homes.

Forty-eight pupils seemcd never to havo heard of David and
Jounathan, and thirty-two could give no answer whatever to the
question about the directions ol the Bible for a citizen, king o
judge. But thers were orly 2ix who did not knowabout Tennyson
and Hallam, and only three who gave . answer to the question
about the Hindu and the XMormon.

On thirty-two papers there was no answer at all about the
words of our Loord quoted in B 1IV., and there were only seven
correct answers to this question. But anthesame paperssixty-tw
perfectly correct and complete anaswers were given to the questio
about the words of Wolfe—which are interesting in a way—
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