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Tho following scrmon from the pen of the Rev. W. Cleland, of thus
city, will be read with interest. Rev. Mr. Cleland was born
in the parish of Kilmore, Ircland, nud was cducatod at the
Royal College, Bolfast, was ordained in August 1849, and
waamarriod on the 1st of Octobor 1856 to the third daughter
of the Iate Rov. J. Johuston, aud neice of tho Iate Rev. Dr.
Cook of Bolfast. His pastorates were, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1849
to 1854 ; Uxbridge 1853 to 1869 ; South Gower, 1869 o 18735
W. Gwillunbury, 1873 to 1879 ; St, Androws, Niagara, 1879 to
tho date of his rotirement.

TrxT :—** But thero is forgivenoss with thoee, that thou mayost
bso foared,” P8.cxxx .4, -Thero is & fitness in things. “The same
modicine that 18 suitablo at one stage of a discase may be very
unsuitablo at another. In attendance on his patients, tho skillfu)
phyaician is careful to keop thia in constant remembrance, otherwiso
ho may do harm rather than gowl. Tho spiritual physician must
bo no loas careful to ubserve a like wanon of treatiment, olso he nay
mimister doath rather thau ife. The Gospel 1s his ropository of
hoaling. Its doctrines are the medicine divinely prescribed for
conveying roliof to tho sich and discased and dying. Woe unto
him of ho fails to dispense this modicine, that is, if Le preaches jot
the Gospel, yea, if ho preaches not the Gospel in 1ts fullncss,
** Woa 1s mo if 1 proach not the Gospel,” aaid one who discharged
tho duties of thoministry inore than cightoen
hundred years ago, with a monsuse of wisdom
and auccess that has never sinco boen par-
allelled, and whoat tho close of a life jllu-
mumod througliout by au onthusinam that
neither toil, nor difhiculty nor danger was
ablo to quench, could say, 1 tho proud con.
solousticss of an abounding faithfulness, that
bo had ot shiunnud * 1o dulare the whole
counscl of God.  Butan lus pulpit scrvives,
and perhaps yot moren his private munstra-
tious, the proacher of tho Gospel must bo
atudivus to excivise a wiso Jiscnimination.
To address ail aa partakers alroady of the
groat salvation, unoeding only building up in
faith andhope, would be highly injudicious,
and probinbly, tosomo cxtent, injurivus.  The
toxt 15 ovislontly intendod for a distinct clasa
among them, to whaso spiritual condivon 1t
1s poculiarly adapted.  Xevealing as it does
tho divino character an as most gracwus
aspoct, 1L possoasos mterest and value for all,
and that too atall tunes; but it is mamfest
that it possssoa a poct liar significance for a
spocial portion of them. Who these are,
and what the poculiar import of the announcement it conveys wilj
he soen as wo procoed in the discussion,
with theo that thou maycst be fearod.

Sin is bronght boforo as ander a vanety of images in the
Scriptures. It 1s doscribed as uncleanness, corrapiion, dissaso—
everything that is vile and loatheome it is.  But it is evidont that
st s rogarded under a somewhat different aspoctan theteat. Cloaily,
st would be grossly inappropriate to apeak of the forgivenoss of &
discasa.  Astho language of tho toxt suggests, it 13 more than dis-
easo, or uncloannoss, or corrupiton of soul. It is orimo, and of the
warat kind too. It 15 robollion againat tlod, it istroason to the King
ot hanga, it insulte His Magosty, i1t challenges His power, 1t defice
Tha authonty, 1t disrogards Hislaw, it tramples under foot Hhs
multiplied claims to love znd obodisuce : and, woreit allowed un-
chockod sway, it would overturn Johovah's throne, and dnve God
outol his own aniverse,  In consoquence its appropriate penalty 1s
doath —lota of the divine Saviour, subjoction to tho divine wrath,
the caduruce of God's rightoous judgments forever. This is not,
howevar, the view of mn that is usually ontertainod by many to
whamn the gospel 18 proachod. They fail to look at it in ita true
chamctier, o soe 1t 1nite dostroctive tondenicy.  They fail, as some
one has 34id, to roalize that thoy thomselves aro Ixst ainking under
the load af ite guilt into the dupths of wrath. \What such porsona
nood 18 1o bo plied with such an eaposition of the oxoeoding mnfnl-
noay of sin, uf the imminont danger that always accompaniss a
sinful and imponitant condition ; 2ach an exhibition of the unspottoed
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holiness, unbonding justice and almighty power of God, as well as
such a faithful prescntation of tho unchanging claims of a violated
law s may awakeh thom out of their lothargy and false socurity.
And, when they are awakenod—when, under a torriblo realizing
approhonsion of the perilous condition in which sin has placed them
thoy aro led to cry out with the Jerusalem murderer, ** what shall
wo do,” or with tho Philippian jailer, ** what must wo do to be
saved,” they need to bo addressed in a very-different strain. It would
evidently bo exceedingly injudicious, nud probably highly injurious
to continue to ply such porsons with tho preaching that has heppily
and by the power of tho Holy Ghost, hrought them into the condi-
tion, sad, itis truc, yot oxcoedingly salutary, in which they aro now
found. To address thom now in fervent delincations of the holiness
of the divine naturo, of the justice of the divine chaiacter, of tho
anger of tho almighty against sinners, 6f tho peril that attends the
transgression of tho divine law—to expatiate now upon the ~nquiry
suggostod by tho psalmist, in the verso immediately precoeding the
toxt, ** If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall
stand ?” woald botray & sore want of tho wisdom that is nceded an
winnng souls, and bo almost certainly morehurtful thauotherwise.
What 18 wanted nowis a faithful exhibition of tho divino gooduess,
of the divine compassion, mercy aud love. | To ply them now with
the assuranco of tho text; to tell them now in all the forvor of
compassionate &nd discriminating faithfulness, that there is for-
givenoss with God—forgivencss with God, cven for such sinners as
thoy now 1 all the hitternces of & timoly awakening feel themsclves
to be, 16 tho only way to usher thom into tho peace that settles
down upon the troubled bosom, when a belioving apprehension of
the mercy of God in Chriat Josus tokes pos-
scasion of tho soul. But I canimagine an
awakened sinner, as if feeling that the nows
is too good to bo true, addressing to the
proacher the cnquiry, 18 thereindeed forgive-
neas with God—will He, the Holy and just
one, be propitious to me—is he of a very
truth ready to pardon? Tho very roply bas
to be in the aflicmative.  From the throne of
s glory tho Almighty has unfurlod tho
bauner of His love ; from the heightd of His
holiness Ho has aent forth the proclamation
of s mercy. In the mystery of the in.
carnation, and the tragedy of the cross, he
lias sont forth the proclamation anew with
addod cmphasis, In the volumo of Iia
\Yord I{o has givea multitude of most assur-
g deolarations Lo the samo effoct, conveyed
in o varicty of cxprossions; speaking of His
act of pardon, now, asa lifting up of the sins
of theforgiven—a hifting up of a burden from
off their shoulders, s0 that it shall oppress
them no more,—and again, as a covering of
them s0 that they shall be hid out of sight
forever ; now, as a non-imputation of them,
%o that they shall never riso up in judgment against them, again,
as a blotting them out, so that they ahall be as though they’
hud never been, yoa, as a non-remembrance of them, so that
thoy shall bo forgotton as well as forgiven. Is it any wonder
then, that tho Apostle looking at those to whom a compassionate
God has graciously extended his forgiveness, pardoning all their
offances, wiping out all their guilt, joysusly antounces that there
1s no condomnation to them, triumphantly asks, who shall lay
anythiog to their charge? But the Almighty has not only given
in His Word tho most gracious assurance of his willingness to
forgive, but He has proved it Ly visiblo token, by thrilling facts
in 1nstances & numerous and as lustrons as the stara that bestud
a mudmght aky. Ho has axtended Has forgiveness to multitudes
cven of the viles* and moat abandonod of our fullen species; to
such men as Manassch, as wicked a king as over disgraced »
throne, as Paul, a Lloody porsecator and blasphemer, as the
Jorusalem murderers who imbroed their hands in the blood of
tho Rodecmbr ; to such women as Mary Magdalene, out of whom
tho Saviour cast seven devils. And we rejoico tothink that there
aro wultitodes hiving around and among us, yea, in all lands
illum.nod by the light of tho gospol, whom he has made partakers
of the sano ineffably prodious Llessing. Nor should we forget tho
mytiada, the countless hosts, around the olernal throne, once as
guilly and ag vilg, as we in our solf-humiliation have over confessed
cursolves to bo, whom He has dealt within meray, reoeived into His
favor, gatherod home to His glory. .
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