THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

for protection, grace and guidance, sal-
vation ; he prayed too for the stranjrers,
that they might be prospered n their
Jjourney, and when their carthly jour-
ney was ended that they might have a
home in heaven. The travellers re-
tired to their apartment.  Acconding to
their arrangement the sceptic was lirst
to keep watch, but instead of prepar-
ing foran attack be was for lymg down
to sleep, as though he had never
thought of danger. The Christian
said to him, ¢ It is your turn to stand
guard first, where have g'ou lost your
apprehension of danger? * ** Ah,™ re-
plied the mifidel, ** I fecl as safe as at
a New Lngland fireside, where the
Bibleis read as that old man read 1t,
and prayeris offered as that old man
prayed." —Reo, MV Ripley.
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INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.

Sunday, May 1.
Lost Axb Forap.—~Luke xv. 1.10.

Gorvex 'I'rar. v, 10.—Likewise 1 say
unto yon, there ix joy in the presence os
tho augels of (lud over ouo sinner that
repentuth.

Commit, 4-7,

- e

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION,

Botween the last lesson and thir, we
Yind sowo of our Lord's most valuable
teachings, a partion of which is found in
tho othier Gospels, but the greater part is
peculiar to Luke. 'Their connection,
time, and occurronce cau, .owever, ho
determing | mly approximately ; and even
that only after a carcful comparison with
other records.

LESAON XNOTKRS,

(1.0 Then drewwe sear fo Hint ol the
publrcans and stmners for to fear Him,
Thoss were the people whom  the
Pharisees and the Scribes oppressed and
who, following tho examplo of their
religions  leaders, oppressed  each
othor asx far ns they had the power:
nevertheless, they cume to Josus with o
less captions aud o more teachable spinit
than the otcers, aud Hhs condescension
towards them (a teaching them, healing

their sick, miaistering to their afilicted, !

and even cating witl: them, so unliko any -
thing thoy had been accustomed to, led
great ernwds to follow Him, and eagerly
to hang upon His words.

() And the Pharisees and  Soribes
murmured (found  fault) Had Jesus
fallon in witutheir ways, kept tho poor
at anmn's length, and conformed his teach.
ings and mode of living to their ideas,
thoy would not have so much objected to
His ecxercising  His  miracle-working

ower on them. But when o openty

enounced not only their own teaclung
aud practices, but themselves,—when He
80 far cast reproach upcn their exclusivo-
ness us to o/ with the despised classes,
their displeasure vented itself in hostilo
criticism and open fault-finding, 7/
man rcceiveth  sinners, and ealeth with
them. ‘This reproach was, in thewr minds,
fatal to Jesus clams to be the Messiah ;
for, so confilent were they of their own
wisdom aud huliness, that they were
searcely able to thiuh of even the Messiah
as better than themselves; hence, that
which is Christ's highest glory—that Ilo
eame into the world to seek and save
sinners—~they 1nade a2 gpround for the
keenest reproach.  This accusation,
though uttered in contempt and scorn,
was, like many others, most gloriously
true-—Jesus did, and docs recesse sinners,
and eats with them!

8.) And He spake this parable unto
them,—that iz, unto tho Pharisces and
gcribes. The Jows unwillingness to re-
cetvo and ‘wpproprinte to thomseclves tho
teuth, led our }mrdto veil much of His
teachings under the form of o parablo—
a kind of discourse of which they were
fond—and in sceking tbo meaning of
which thoy often came upon truths too
pertinent to themsclves to be evaded or
tumed aside.

(1-6.) HWhat man of you, having an
hundred sheep, if he lose onc of them, doth
2ot leaoe the tunely and nine sn the wilder-
ness, and go after that whick is lost, until
ke find it® “And when ke hath found it
ke layeth it on his showder rejoicing, &e.
Hero was & comparison which all who
hoard— ncquainted, as_they were, with

shophord  lifo--could well understand.
A shophord, having o flock of an huudred
sheop, in counting them, finds that onc
has strayed. Instautly hixhoart goos out
after thit one. Ho does nnt say--oh
well, it is only rne out of n hundred—it
will not he missed from somany ; but he'!
loavos tho obediont, thy nustraying ones.
and goos to seck tho lest  not mdifferont,
by auy weans, to lus waety and mne, but
anxionts, ¢iger, longing for the wandorer.
It is asif Jesus hnd snid to the seribes
and Phuarisees—Now this is just what 1
am doing, My wolicitude is not for tho
safe ones, but for the lost ones. You your-
selves account theso * publicans and’ sin-
ners” a8 lost, shall not I, then, go aftor
them, and savo thene - You do not think |
it strango whon tho shopherd rojoices ;
over his reeovered sheep, aud. bringing it
. homgeiu sufoty, eallsupon all to rejoico
too—saying—repore with me, for 1 have
Sound my checp twhick s lest. You do
unt think tho shepherd’s anxiety, his
search, and his joy 1 rocovering hin lost
, sheop, at all swrango - 1t uil unworthy of
him.  Aud shall 1 bo blumed for carng
for men who htie gone astray ?

(T T osav anto vou, that likewsse joy
shall be in leeaien over one <inner that
repenteth, nirove than orver wnely and nine
pd persons, Wl need no vepentance.
‘The question my be usked, whoaro they
that need poacpentance ? Certainly thoy |
who are su.e/need no repeutance. But !
this does not serem the exact poiut of tho
parable. The PhuriseesundScribes claimed
that they hud no need of repentance, It
was, donthtless, on this ground that they

!

at this that Jesus wonds wero pointed

rejected Joltt s baptiom eh. vii.g0s Iwas

(Mark ii.17. This clnim, Jesus, for tho
moment, aud for the seke of arpument,
appeurs to allow; but proceeds to show
them that e vpe sl jov of heaven is not
over those who aro aull right; hat over
those who, having been  wrong, huve be-
como right—hmvo repented.  Allowmg
that they are as jood as they suppose,
the great jov of hewen ia not over them,
after all | but ratha, over those despised
oncs, if they but repent and return.
('Tho jov fu f-aren will be considered in
eonnection with v. 1),

(89 Zoither iwhat woman, &e., &c.

QUESTION HUMMART,
(For the Children.)
(1) Whodrow near to Jesus to hear
Him? 2) Who found fanlt ? Why did
they find fanlt 2 Because thoy wanted

Josus to bo and do liko thom. What did | arly thirty- s . o
they aceuse Jewus of 2 Was  thet true ? | try of nearly thirty-two years, three re

Waa it wrong in Josua to do that 2 Should ﬂ'c':‘ltldns' il m:v ?p'm ;wl‘h‘ T\'un;lc’r fmd
not the fact that Yesus seiervessotners amd | WHth SaUNess ; the awfuiness of the re-

excuse in His presence the faults of
your children, and accuse only your-
selves,” Finally, look on scriously,
steadfastly, solemnly, to the end of all,
As 1, for one, 1ok back over a mins-

‘This parable is substuntially the samo in
toaching as tho forereing. Somothiug
volued—somethug sinall and insigmticant, -
it might svem to others, but, to its owner,
of groat conscyuencee, and not to bo given
up us lost while any chianee of its recovery
remuained—after long and anxions scarch
wa- found. The finder rojoiced greatlv ;
but, feeling that her joy shonld be the joy
of all who cared for ner. cadls upon them
to shareit., Nejowe with me, &e. H
(0.0 Lilrivise, [ sav un'o you, there is
Joy in the preserce of the angels of tod
azer one sinncr that repenteth.  This jov
£ heaven i3 usually spoken of as though
it were pnmanly the joy of the angels.
No doubt tho angels do rejoice; but a |
moment'scarcful attention to the Janguage +
shows that the joy .5 ¢ho joy of God—it1s
in the presence of the angels. The joy of
the skepherd at the recovery of his sheep,
tho joy of the twaman at tho finding of
her lost prece of sitver was that of satisfied
ownership; the joy of the friends was
that of sympativ, tender Jove for those who
rejoiced before them with such o great and
peculiar joy. Tho *great and special joy
of God is in tho recovery of His lost ones;;
and in this joy all the holy ones in heaven
and all tho redecmed ones on earth par-
take. God’s joy is their joy.

SUGGASTED THOUGHTS.

The shephord and the womaa loft no
means untriod for the rccovery of what
thoy had lost. So God leaves no means
untried for tkorecovery of lost men. If
they perish, thorefore, the blame is their
own.

The righteous aro alway« the objocts of
God’s tonder care, of His loving compla-
ceacy. Henco Ho is not represented es
rojoicing over thom ; but rather over those
who, having baen lost, are found.

Thoe mother, who after long seckin
sud many tears finds her child who ha
strayed in tho wilderness orin the city,
does mnot rejoico over those that had
romained with her; but over tho found
opo; and all her othor children rejoico
with her. e

That the Scribes and the
not symhpathizo®with Jadhs,
to sxvo sinvers, is conély:

Pharisces did
1 His cfforts

they were nof righteous. #Godls ¢ a
aro in sympathy with God in Hi¥yesring
overthe perishing. v O oo

sats wath them, make us love Y. very

sponsibility which 1 have su feebly ap-

much? IfJesus did #or do so conld yon | preciated -the grandeus of the mimstry

bo saved ?  could any 'ofy bosaved 2 b
In what did Josus speak to them ?  \What
is nparable? 4.6 (ive this parablo in
your own words.  Who is ropresented hy
the man that oioned the sheepp - Whom do
tho ninety and nine sheep represent? Whom
does the sheep that straved reprosent ?
Which was the shopliord  masons and
troubled nbout? Why? What did he
do when he found it? What did he
say to his friends and neighbors?
Washo very, very glad? Why ? 7.0 When
ig thero great jov in heazen? 890 Givo
this parable i your own words. Whom
doocs the scomn represeut? Who is meant
by the lost piece of wiizer? What does her
tong and anxions sexrch represent ¥ When
sho had found it, was she very, very glad ?
What did she say to all bher f’ricmls ? 100
When then, does God rejoice 2 In swkose
presence does Gud rejoico ? Do you ‘unk
ar:gels rejoice with God over & poor siner
that reponts und comes to Josus ? Does
uny ono clse rejoice ? Yes, all guod people
who kuow about it. Jesus says /o you
Ceone, com= wnto me.  Have you listened
and come ? If you come, who will rejoice
over you?
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FELLOWSHIP WIT.I CHRIST
THE SOURCE OF MINISTERI.IL
EFFICIENCY.

But the perpetual inspiration for life
and for motive, for patience and for
sacrifice, isconscious union with Christ,
Christ at this moment is different to
cach one of us here. He differs in our
idea of His perfection, in our attainment
of His image, 1n our fruttion of His
presence, in our capacity for His love,
And as Christ differs for us, His king-
dom wili differ by us. Oh, to get ncarer
to s face and tu better sce His glory
and to be 1n deeper sympathy with the
purpose of His cross.  Tius at least 1s
what He himself tells usis the one
secret of glonfying Himn the world
and of discovering His truth for our-
selves. ¢ He thatabidethin me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit.” * Henceforth I call you not
servants, but I have called you friends 5
for all things that I have heard of my
Father I bave n.ade known to you.”
And this sustained holy fellowship will
mean two things,— Peace for our own
hearts and 1n*:rcession for our people.
«Thou shalt h.de themn the secret of
Thy presence {frem the pnde of man;
Thou shalt keep them secretlyin a pavi-
lion from the strife of tongues.” As
the greatest of American preachers
puts it, © God is even more jealous of
His love than of His honor.” *Let
us run into the shelter of that Divine
life, just creep across the threshold,
where notrouble can pursue, and 1f we
are really Christ's, then back again
into the very bosom of His Father.
He will carry us.  We, too, shall look
out and be as calm and independent
as He is. The neceds of men shall
touch us just as keenly as they touch
Him, but the sneers and strifes of men
shall pass us by as they pass Him by,
and leave no mark on His unzuffledlife.”
It will also keep us to intercession, and
our ministry with our people will ever
depend on our prayers for them. Hear
Massillon, in the ¢ Discours sur le
Zele des DPasteurs™:—¢ Accorapany
your anxieties with your prayers ; speak
still more often to God about the dis-
orders among yourpeople than to them-
selves ; deplore more often to an the
obstacles which your own unfaithful-
ness often offers to their conversion than
these which their own obstinacy can
produce. Charge yourselves alom;,
before His feet, with the scanty fruit
of your ministry ; as a tender father,

which Thave so coldly undertaken—
the joy of the ministry which 1 so scan-
tily taste. My brethren, my brethren,
the crossof Christ is at once the mea-
sure of Divine love and human neces-
sity, and the story of that cross we are
to prewch, and to hive for the salvation
of the world. L.et us not grow accus-
tomed to its awlfulness, or wearied by
its oncrousness, nor indifferentto itsre-
ward. Let us preach oursermons first
to ourselves, and let ushumbly, cagerly,
reverently, faithfully, use the means of
grace for our own spirits, 1t we would
pass them on to our flocks, which we
are to feed for God.  l.et us remember
the failing strength, the waning oppor-
tunities, the regrets on  the death-bed,
the inevitable summons to the judg-
ment seat of Christ.  You remember,
perhaps, the dging regrets of Adolphe
Monod, a sainf of God, if ever there
was one in out modern times. He re-
gretted that b had not learnt to better
purpose, that the secret of a holy, active
and peaceable life is in an entire self-
surrender to (iod, hoth of will and plan.
He regretted hus scanty, desultory, and
broken study ofthe Word of God ; he
regretted that he had wasted time
through not being sufficiently methodi-
cal and painstaking in the use of it ;
he regretted his prayers ; he regretted
the absorbing influence of trifies.  And
it was too late, Life was gone, and
regrets could not bring back the irre-
coverable past, nor experience the wis-
dom of yesterday. As I began, Iend:
—* Ministerial efficiency is dependent
on the life and character of the min-
ister.” In St. Paul'sway of putting it,
“What a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.” Itissouls we have to win;
and we shall best win them, not only
by ingenious dialectics, or vivid scene-
painting, or massive erudition, or by
pathetic appeals, but chiefly by the
awful earnestness of men who are fired
with zeal for God and with serious sym-
pathy for their brethren, whose goud-
ness is the breath of their speech and
their consistency its rhetoricc. We
have presently to meet these souls in
cternity ; and these characters of vars,
which are the personal forces of out
ministry, we are ourselves forming day
by day, to be our spiritual, indestruc-
tible inheritance in the everlasting
future. If the fiery trial which is to try
us is to spare our work, it can only be
by our now welcoming the candle of
the Lord to search us, and prove us;
and the only guarantee presented for
our personal acceptance and our public
coronation is a “life hid with Christ in
God."—Bishop of Rochzster.

—An old Dutch dominie in the coun-
try, the Rev Dr. , was a shrewd
man. and he once had a balky horse,
which always stopped at the foot of a
certain hill and took his own time for
starting. One pleasant morning the
dominie concluded he would try hi
way of curing the horse, so he puta
day’s provision and a day's reading
into his carriage, and started for the
hill. At the foot the horse balked ag
usual. The Doctor laid down th=
reins, settled himself back, and tooy
out his book. After waiting som:
time the horse concluded he would go,
but with rein and voice the Doctor for-
bade 1, so they stayed there all that
day till it was too dark to read, when,
hungry and thirsty and subdued, ths»
horse went up the hill, and never
balked again.




