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s/07t'/y, andtîl i'eît exttttgiishied leave less daninge to the
building, il is clainîied. than lte saille ire as to extent
nd duration lu a " ftre-liroof " lnîildiîtg cottstructei
iiznanly of stoîîeaîîd iron. Stric:tly fire-proof buildings
are like angeis' visLs whlen le..ted by îvell-fihied inflan-
niable contents and il. scetis tolcrablv well dcînioistra.
te(l tîtat for soute classes of buildings the lest attaiin-
able iinetliods of slow.burning construction înay find
v'aluable application. Mr. Atkinson Iintisel f, writiîîg
of the St. Louis fire, says :

'l'ie hbnrsiîîg of te Maîîsur-Tei>ietts building uny provc to
be a vcry costIv iiitocl of bringig about a truc reforsin or
conîstruction on te slvIowbring hunes, but pcrhaps titis niay
niot lie fitflv acconpliîsiîid matîil Ilte arclaitects are tus solicitous
to put tip a uian îd mafie btruicture as tbey arc to put 11p ov'e
tit miil în4îkv a good pieture e-,eviutedl ini brirk. .4touue or irnan
cttclosistg a sitan'. 'f'li riglit union liîeten lte nrchitect, Ilie
clnuîecr anud te îutderwriter lias yct 1o bc brouglut about,
but the nrchitect, inav iiot li permîitted to ntove on Ille riglit
hunes unttil Ilte owîuers or property, wvitlx mioni the final respolu
stbiliî resîs, becoîtte asm1red Ibat vet Ilte musnt cotîpûte pro
visionis for s.îft and truc sloi% li>iîig cumtîsruttion nre clitîpiier
thiua the comnnî pr.îilice uf coiitîîbutilile architecture * **
1 do niot titink tlia wu sliad retîcli the 'rue fire-proof cotîstrue
tion iluntil '%Vc attain a înct.itoù by tNiîichlitle building is con-
struicted mlholly of fire-clav, or brick and tile, witliout nny
wooulen or irait iicibers in Illte structure :sintilar 1o lthe inetltodl
ini wlicî te iuew Boston P>ubic Lîbrary wvas coliîstritztecd. I
tiiuk tat builuding coles tucarer 1o beiug fire-proof ltait aîuy
buildinig thaI I knlow ; but sncbi contstructiont is, as yeti 100

x;'eîtisiveiit titis counîtry 10 lue applied to itiis antd colîttuter-
cial mareluouses. It lias, liowevcr, beeti adoptcd ini Spaint for
textile tîaitufanctories, bleaciteries antd pritît %vorks.

Undoubtcdly huinan inlgenuit3' and lineteenth ccn-
tîîry enterprise wvill devise and properly combline
naterial for te contstructionî of large buildings hc

shalh be really indestructible by fire, but their e.ýpeinse
wvill aiso presuinably be greater ltai cati be afforded
eithier four ordinary business or îuiattîîf.-ctturiig plîrposes.
The fire hiaard wvill continue to be siificieiltlv rea-l for
the next few hitdi(red years to cail for extensive isur-
attce protectioît.

THE QUEEN INSURANCE COMPANY.

As our readers are a-ware, lte Qîteezi Insutaince Ccuîîî
paily of Liverpool no longer exists, the arrangements
hanving- been forînally ratified hy n special Act of Par
lllelit for its aittalgaînation %vithlite Royal, as
airr.angedl 03 thte îwo boards of directors soute inonutis
silice. 'rTe resit is a giant institution offéring- instir-
ance indfentniity worid %vide, backed by long experience
and neanrly forty millions of dollars of assets. Ini titis
country and in lthe United States, however, te busi-
niess %vill bc carried ou under two distinct organizations
as beforc. the " Quecu Insurance Co:npauy of Atîerica,"I
hiavi ng for good reisons been dully incorporated to cou-
titille lte îvork of te formner "Queen,'' i'eil nîanned
by the saute corps of managers and agents. \Vitiî a cash
surp)lus of a cool million of dollars and lialf a million of
paid-up capital, lte îîew organization takes tie fiuld
further backcd by the Royal's forty millions of assets.
'The Quienî of Liverpool wvas a strong contpany, alid
dicl a businîess of w'hicli any coînpany îniight wveil be
proud ; but te Quent of Aincrica is even strong-er, and]
ini a position niot oîtly t0 liold ail the grouîîd forinerly

occupiecl but to ittake a stibstantial advattce ail alolîg
thte Elle, for it retailis the bkilled mta liagers and agents
wito mnade lte old conxpauy ini tItis country a success,
atîd wvill attracî lu il iîaturallv îtany otîters equally
skilifni. 'lie new Qîteen is fortunate ini being able bo
retalît as its resident manager for Cantada Mr. I. J.
Mudge of tItis city. ait able undi(ervriter of longep-
rietice attd successful acliievemient, wlîose naitie car-
ries witli il cotîfidenice aîttong agetuts aîtd the iiisuriug
public. Ail liail 10 lie iewly crowtîed '' Quecti of
Ainerica !

RATES AND COMMISSIONS.

Tlie ever trotibiesoinequestion of firc iinsurainc rates
oi the otte lîautd anîd of commlîissions on the othier lias
seldoin pressed liarder for a %vise solution tliat at lthe
presetît lttie. Ini îteansacîed in lthe Uttitedrats bisuecs
States. there lias beexi cotsiderable fluctuation ini pre-
itiinii rates fronit ycar to ye.tr for lte past (lozen or mtore
years, Ille geîîeral teîîdency buiîtg dowîtward, liowever
.251)cCallyîi lit te Easiterît Stateb aîîd ini New Y'ork,
wiîile the steacly nîlovelîîtî of colîîollas bteeni
upward. li Canada the pretuitut rate lias beexi toier-
ably uniforin for te ftve years past, -%viîlî a Iiglier
average thait for lte preccding five ycars, bi- even
liere lte rate for i890 was lower tItan for lte previous
year. \Vlat lte 1391i rate ivill prove to lhave beeti we
slial know~ later, thougi, unfortuintely, ive already
kiiow tlaI lite loss ratio is o1 lthe tup gradie.

It lias of course becît well knowvî tuat ini New 'Vorir
and lte E~asternî States geiterally rates liave beexi for
soute tinte badly demnoralized, and liow w~ith lthe hienvy
losses of te curretl year lte outlook is worse lIai
ever. Lower rates, lilier commitissions, alîd iticreased
ioss ratios ituake a coîniination entireiy in lte interest of
îinprofi .abie ftre nnldervri hiing. Tuie Gomu e;t-iial Bli-
letlu of New~ York lias latcly dentonstrated, by the
figures prcsented for eighiteît years, lthe contstantl cowtt-
wvard teitdettcy of preitiunîi rates oit lte businiess iin lIe
State of New York ; while tiot lonîg silice lte hzsumrae
Alge presented a table sliowing lte itîcreased commtuis-
sion rate of ail lthe stock colupanies for fiftecît years.
Cotttbiuîitg lthe latter witi the table given by lte B'zd-
pIini, wîe have lte fohiowing exîtib)it:
Y car. Average rate. Loss ratio. commuiissints

paiui per cet-
IS73 o.SG .3-)6..
1 57-1 0.81 31.6
1 S75 0.74 40.4
1876 0.6s 51.6 14.9
t877 o.6i 7. 15.2
1 S78 o.5s 42.S 15-1
179) 0.53 72-5 15.5
Isso 0.55 55. 1(1-2
1 'M 053 6o..3 16.7
î8sz, 0.57 62.9 16.6
1%8.1 o.60 54.7 17.;
1884 062 55.1 17.6
1 S3j 0.66 S7-0 179
î53s6 o.60o 490 17.5
u387 0.-54 67-4 1ýe.0
1888s (0.5 6S.0 1 S. j
I ssS 0.59 (53. 111.
13900.5 59.8 18.9

A\verage 0.60 55.2 17.0

It wiil be utoticeci tliat tliere was a. graduaI lowcriiîg of
the preniltulii iate iroin 1873 t0 137t), wlhen for tlurte


