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to men of science, but we have not a monu-
ment to the biggest man that ever set his
troud foot in Edinburgh—he meant John
Knox. Why, they didnt know where he
was buried.  When he was asked where John
Isnox was buried, he said, ¢ there’ (pointing
to bis breast), and in every Scottish breast,
Nut in the breast ot a Free Churchman, or
F.stablished Charchman, or Episcopalian, or
hudependent, but inn every one of them. Let
us then, before you leave this city, take steps
to raise a monument to that man, as repre-
senting those men who had ma(:le us an ex-
ample of that great truth—¢ He is a free man
whom the truth hath made free.” "-~The Rev.

Dr. Clason then took the chair ; and the Rev. |

Dr. Cunningham moved the appointment of
@ Lusiness committee, consisting of about 80
gentlemen—Dr. Begg, Convener.

The meeting was resumed on Wednesday
at 11 o’clock, in the Free Church Assembly
Hall, two prayer meetings having been pre-
viously held in the Committee Rooms at 10
o'clock. :

The Rev. Dr. W. Lindsay Alexander, yead
the first paper of the day, his subject being
*‘the Culdees.” 'The paper was devoted to
an exposition of the ecclesiastical pretentions
and constitution of the Culdees, and their
religious opiniens and usages.

The Rev.Joseph S. Simith (author of the
«“Men of the Scottish Reformation™) then
read a paper on “ The Causes that led to the
Reformation in Europe.” Alluding first to
the revival of learning and the invention of
the art of printing, he maintained that these
were not causes of the Reformation, although
by some writers they w ere considered as such;
and he proceeded to notice the social and re-
figious condition of the people before the
Reformation ; but in the wmidst of his remarks
the time allotted to his address (half-an-hour)

_expired, and he was compelled abruptly to
close his paper.

Professor Lorrimer of London, read a pa-
per en *The Precursors of John Knox.”
ife eonfined himself to four of Knox’s pre-
cursor’s, who had an undoubted precedence
over all the rest. Two of these four were
names familiar throughout theland as “house-
hold words,” and he pronounced them toge-
ther, and woull speak of them together—
Patrick Hamiiton and George Wishart—(ap-
plause)—Doth of them- reformers of the first
rank, and entitled to share almost equally
with Knox in the highest bonors of that

' national commemoration, for these three were,
lunder God, the largest instruments of rear-
Ving the grand edifice of religious truth in this

country. MHamilton luid the foundations, Wis- |

hart built up the walls, and Knox brought up
and fixed the top-stone. After noticing the
Jeading events in the lives of Hamilton and
Wishart, and characterising the former as
the first doctor of the Reformation and the
Jatter as the first great pulpit orator in Scot~
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a graphic sketch of the career of the ;
Qx'ecursor of Xnox, Sir David Lindsay of +
Mount, who was the poet, par excelience,
the Scottish Reformation, and o patrio,
statesman, and theologian as wel} 28 o
The fourth and last precursor of Knox, ng
ed by Professor Lorimer, was Alexang,
Alesius or Allan, who, though comparatiy,
little known, had done goog service in pro
moting the progress of religious truth.

At half-past one o'clock, the meeting wey|
adjourned till two o’clock.

AFTERNMOON SEDERUNT,

At two o’clock there were two meetingy
held--one in the Assembly Hall, and th
other in the Free High Church. J. N, Myr.
ray, Esq.; of Philiphaugh, I)resided, at the
meeting in the Assembly Hall, and there vz,
again a large attendance. .
Mr. A. L. Macknight, advocate, Edinburgi,
read an elaborate paper on * The influence
of ths Reformation on Literature and Educa.
tion.” : :
The Rev, John Gemmel and Mr. A, Fairliz
followed with some remarks on “John Knoy's
History of the Reformation of Religion in
the realm of Scotland.”
‘the Rev. Dr, Lorimer, Glasgow, read ths
next paper, on * The Alleged Services of the
Church of Rome to the cause of Freedom.”
The Rev. Dr. contended that Rome was not
only intolerant herself, hut favored intoler-
ance in others, and appealed to historieal
facts in support of the statement,
Professor Hetherington, Glasgow, read a
vaper on ¢ Toleration, or the Principles of

eligious Liberty,” He maintained tha
Popery destroyed men’s natural rights, and
that Papists could not be true and trustwor-
thy citizens, as they were bound to render to-
the Pope both civil and eeelesiastical allegic
ance.

The meeting held in the FreeMigh Church
at 2 o’clock was presided over by A. N. Shaw,
Esq., of Newhall. It was very sparingly at-
tended.

The Rev. Wm. Mackray, A. M, read a
paper on * The Causes which have Retarded
the Progress of the Reformation,” which, he
explained, formed a chapter in an essay whick
had gained the Burnet prize. He stated the
chief retarding causes to be—Ist, Dissens
sions among Protestants; and 2dly, the mis-
cuneeptions and derelictions among Protes-
tauts. He denied the claim of unity put
forth by the Romish Church, and contended
that that Charch had in all ages been the
scene of the most unseemly internal conten-
tions and strife. Headmitted, however, while
he deplored, the evils which had arisen to
the cause of Protestantism from the dissen-
sions existing among Protestants. Fhese
divisions had greatly injured the i’votestant
Church on the Continent, and: of this country
Cardinal Wiseman had said that his hopes

land, Professor Lorimer proceeded to give | for the Catholic Chureh lay in the divisions



