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| exci: t;)rt, as lawyers say, that is,.i_n re_latiox? to civil wrongs, drun'kenness is no
the ce ora Wl‘Oﬂgfioer-‘ In fact, if due to his own voluntary act, it o'nly makes
‘impuisg worse, as in crime. And as regards the plaintiff, if drunk, it may be
grOunz fto_hm? for contributory rl‘nglh‘%.’f_frlce, or give the 'alleged wrongdoer
impf}nd.orjuﬁlf}’}Hg an.assault or imprisonment with a view of' preventing
of bej ing mischief to himself or to othe,:rS. The only aspect in which the fact
Whethng drun‘k may tell in a w'rongdoer.s favour is in regard to the question
inmnte.r he d‘d' the act complained of with wrongful intent in cases where the
1s material.
hig "éiregards c'rimes, much the same line .is taken by the law. Plowd.en says, in
felog mmentaries 194, “If a person that is drunk kills another, this shall be
w erf,’hand he. shall be hanged for it, and yet he did it through ignorance, for
ignora e was drunk be had no pl]derstandmg or memory; but inasmuch as that
R Sh:ﬁe was O'CC&SI‘Ol'led by his own act and foll‘y, and he might have avoided it,
€Serve not be prlYlleged thereby.” And Aristotle says that ‘such' a man
runk ts doubh.a punishment, because h‘e was d'ou.bly offended, viz., “in b'emg
ord Cokthe evil example of others, and in committing the crime qf hom1c1de..”
ey Oh e, too (Co. Litt. 247a), says, ¢ A§ f_0r a drunkard, who is wvoluntarius
'Soever’h e hath (gs hath been said) no privilege thereby, but what hurt or ill
i”Cendit e doth hl’s drunkenne.ss c.10th but aggravate it. Ommne crimen ebrictas _a’t
drupy ; et detegut. . And, again, 1n 4 _R'3P~ 1250 «Lastly, although he who is
is acts for the time non compos me.ntts, }{et his drunkenness does not extenuate.
®rogat or offence, nor turn to hls avgll; but it is a great offence, and QOes not
O“Chine fr.()m‘ the 'act which he did during that time, and that as well in c.ase‘s’
ord Hg his life, his lands, his goods. as any other thing that concerns hl.m.‘
“ a.le (1 Hale, P.C. 32) gives the following more extended explanation:
ness_e t}.;‘m.i sort of dementia s that which is dementia affectata, namely, drunken-
a Rerfecthls vice doth deprive men of the use of reason, and puts many men into
Persg » but tgmpqrary p.h.renzy, and therefore, accordlr}g to some cw1han-s, such
Omici; committing homicide shall not be punished simply for the crime of
: e, but shall suffer for his drunkenness, answerable t0 the nature of the
Occasioned thereby; so that yet the formal cause of his punishment is
lang s the drunkenness than the crime committed in it: but by the laws of Eng-
byt Sh:ih a person shall have no privilege by this voluntary contracted madness,
ere so have the same judgment as if he were in his right senses. But yet
ey ems to be two allays to be allowed in this case:—1. That if a person, by
A bskilfulness of his physician, or by the contrivance of his enemies, eat or
Such a thing as causeth such a temporary or permanent phrenzy, as

into the same condition in reference to
. That although the
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Acf‘im:;”; Or nux vomica, this puts him .
ox Shany other phrenzy, and equally excuseth him. : ugh
Yet ifbp renzy occasioned immediately by drunkenness excuse not in criminals,
Y one or more such practice an habitual or fixed phrenzy be caused,
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hab‘gh this madness was contracted by the vice and will of the party, yet thx‘s
man into the same condi-
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tiop “al and fixed phrenzy thereby caused puts the : ,
tracted involuntarily at first.
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Telation to crimes as if the same were con




