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deep circular basin. By some it is supposed to owe its presence
to the action of a mud volcano, and the crater-like aspect of the
luke itself supports this view. By others the opinion is expressed
that it occupies the denuded crest of the La Brea anticline at this
point and that the crude petroleum has gradually flowed into the
denuded area, from the surrounding strata of oil-bearing sand-
stone, the volatile matter has been oxvdized, and the remaining
lake. In the one case the denudation is
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