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BANDOM RECOLLECTIONS OF SPAIN.
DON DIEGO LEON,

OR, LIFE ON THE “RIBERA™ OF NAVARRE.

{CONCL.UDED FROX OUR LAST.)

Tho general and stafl had proceeded with
the cagidores, and had disappeared with
thom,  Whilst the horses were feeding, and
the men and oficers quietly smoking, littlo
telishing the dull work, and wishing the
convoy down the Ebro: suddenly the sharp
crack of a carbine came rattling on our
sstonished ears, and then another and an-
uther, till it was apparent that the cagadores
wore sharply engaged with the enemy; in
an_instant every man was upon his legs:
¢ Stand 1o your horses, bridle up.*—Done as
quick as ordered.  Another sccoud saw us
sllmounted. By thistime an aide-de-camp
came galloping down the hill and, with
breathless haste, ordered us to gallop up as
quickly as possible. The lancers of the

suard, who were in front, took the lead, fol-
owed by the grenadiers of the guard, whilst
we acled as a reserve. On reaching the
summit of the small hill, the view that met
our gaze was indeed startling.  We had the
whole of the Carlist cavalry before us, and
slready engaged with the lancers of the
gunrd. They came thundering down in close
volumns of fifteen or sixteen squadrons,
making the carth tremble and producing a
hollow sound like distant thunder. The ca-
cadores had been anihilated, and already
the lancers of the guard were sharing the
same fate. The grenadiers now plunged in-
to the advancmg columns. ¢ Well done!
brave Azlor.” He checks them for a second,
his gallaat squadron fizht bravely, ay most
bravely.—The best and noblest Llvod in
Spaiu_leads them on, but all in vain, the
overwhelming odds tell, and the flanks of
the heroic squadron ?'ie]d, and it gives way !
Aud now—hurrah! for St. George und Merry
Old Englsnd! And thy sons, will they for-
etthee? No! Wil they disgrace thee ?

Never! Hear that cheer! heard above the
din of the action.  Hurrah! hurrah ! ancther
and another !—"Tis the advance of the Eng-
lish squadron at full gallop to the melée'!
On, on they rush, one instant and they dash
into the astonished foe, amidst a forest of
lances and sabres. Ah! gallant band !—
bravely; most gallantly done! They check
them! Aye like a thunder bolt they charge
through and through the dense, bat now un-
steady and shaken ranks, They form again
in rear of the fow broken squadrons ! will
they stand a second shock? No! The
Carlists turn, and two thousand routed ca-

valry ﬂ{ before this gallant, gallant little
band. We followed the flying squadrons

till they tambled upon their own infantry,
which lay nidden from us by a small hill, and
consisting of some sixteen battalions, caus-
.inga greatdeal of confusion among them,pre-
vented as they were from firing on us, from
our being mixed with their own cavalry.
On that day, if the remainder of the ca-
;ﬁgygé}ggnp,eq“} qﬂxgiﬂ‘xﬁu"‘@l‘ﬂfm' the

immense number of prisoners, and perhaps

did the two first squadrons, but their own |
impetuosity disordered them, and after re-
oeiving a sovero shock from the grenadiers
of the guard, aml then another consecwtively
from an unbroken body, the result in a sim-
ilar {nstance, can never be questioned..
‘Thus ended the action of Sesma. Sharp,
quick and deoisive, as ull cavalryactions
ever ought to be,

Aiter the nction‘,

tho general rodo UH to
the grenadiers anc uct

eulogized their con
ina very handsome manner, indeed as they
richly merited, it was impossible.for cavalry
10 hive been better led, or to have behaved
better '—Their commandanté,(major) Azturo
Azlor, was a gallnt fellow! and though
hitherto a fashionable roué in Madrid, a sort
of lifs, that does not always school one for
conduct in the field—had, in this instance,
proved what I believe hasalready been often
attested, that a gentleman, thovgh a dandy,
can ﬁgfn as well as his neiglibors when
called upon. He then rode up to us, and |
shall never forget hiscountenance and voice.
Heo commenced in the most impassioned
and exciled manner to thank us inthe name
of his illustrious sovereign, Her Majesty
«La Reina Isabel, ? and for himself, 10 his
comaradas,>—Here his voice failed Imr.l,
poor fellow! he could get no further ! his
ood and noble heart was too full ! he tumed
\is horse sharply round and galloped off to
another past of the field to give orders and
collect his broken and shattered squadrons.
‘It was the heighth of cloquence’-those few
words, ending with  comrade,”—ths link,
the bond, that unites soldiers in a brother-
hood more sacred than the ties of nature,—
was here understood by all—and many a
noble heart and gallant_soul responded to
thistouchingsympathy. Inan instantevery
voice was raised,—* Viva Leon! Viva
Neustro General !'? The infantry now
caught up the enthusinstic_cheer, and for a
minute or two the cheering was actually
deafening. - .
The column now moved off to Mendavia,
a village near the Ebro. As the day was
far advanced, and as “Los Arcoss’” was
still some hours march from us, Leon decin-
ed it advisable not to proceed. And thus
the alealde’s rations were saved.
The following morning we retired upon
# Lodosa,” atown on the bunks of the Ebro,
and within our ow lines, where we were
juined by the General in Chief, ¢ I'spartero,”
with forty battalions and eight o ten squad-
rons of cavalry. He held a levée thet day,
and ordered a review for the following one.
It was on a beantiful December morning,
the sun shining with a brillaney uausual,
even in that ever unclouded clime, that we
turned out to form on the beautiful plain
near the banks of tho classic Ebro, now
glistening as she glided majestically down-
wards, with the rays of the_rising sun,
The battalions of the general-in-chief had
already taken up their %round, in line, on
our right, composed of the Luchana regi-
ment (his own,) and the royal guards, and
some other battalions of the line. The ca-
valry, consisting of the WRrireosm huards,
were tmed on the extreme right, and the

the greater part of their infantry, but as we
were unsupported and at a great distance
from onr reserves, wo were compelled ]3
retire without the results_that we 9’0‘1'.
have reaped if Jimmy Lion hag}t’":' s;:s
foree a little more together. A driv‘ “i' te
narsowly escaped having beh dl?n} ito
the Ebro, which would . u‘:'x 4 Y ‘]‘“ 3
been the case, if our g “"1 "”: “.“
not proved itself wgi'y, Sp'zi‘r? reputation
the regiment hag“"- in killed and wou

. The CarlistSypeards of threpdhmaged

this acti gage

an ok W § cavalry alona nsts advaneed
.wl:)..lu 1y ‘VIOSSo . Ha«,ﬁ"]p,s ceﬂainly, and
2l oo cauligerves, there is no doubt
v would have axiilated the whole as they

ulal,

-allery on the left. The cavalry of our
ivision was formed on our right, then the
infantry and our srtillery on the left. We
remained thus for some minutes before the
general-in-chief made his appearanco.
Atlast «Jiminy Lion?? cam eatiping up
at his usual pace tg tha, £vit e, He was
St e Eic%"d" eneral, covered with
orders and " 110bons of two or three grand
=nd 2 large gold ke d
CIOSSe rinciamis B¢ B y suspended b
- SiUe (insignia of 2 gentleman of the bed-
chamber of her Majesty), and mounted upona
arge Andalusian white horse, coverad with
trappings and hamess, He wwas the beau
ideal of 2 gallant knjght of by-gone days: as
eenior officer, he took the command of the
parade. The line now stood at attention, and

companied by a brlliant statf and lis escort
of two or three hundred horse, catte cauters
ing across the plain.  The whole now pre-
sented arms, whilst the several bands struck-
up the national air. 'The effect of the whole
was indeed very excilin?. .
Lspartero was simply dressed in the
uniform of his rank, with his breast glitters
ing with tho diamonds of his Grand Crusses,
~—some six or seven. He galloped down the
line and up by the rear rank, in the usual
way, and then again by the front to the
centry of the line, when assuining the com=
mand in person.  Leon galloped up to the
front of hisown division. ~ An aide-de-camp
now advanced to the lattery and delivered
an order, upon which Leon, and his stafl,
trotted up to the front of his cavalry, and
ordering the grenadiers of the guard and the
Lnglish squadion of Lancers to the front,
they advanced inJine towithina few paces
of the General-in-Chief, when they halted.

Espartero now advanced to the grenadiers,
and waking his hat ofty haraugued them P and
in the namne of the Queen, * Isabel Secunda*?
thanked them for their dislin;znished con~
duct iu the lato action, stating that Her
Mujesty should be made cognizant of it, for
her consideration. They then retired to the
main body.

The General now came up to us, ard
addressed usto the following effect :—* In-
gleses, you have proved yourselves worthy
of the great nation you hero represent. [
have taken the earlicst opportunity of tend-
ering to you, the thanks of our nation of our
illustrious Sovereign Isabel Sesunda, and of
myself, your General-in-Chief. Ishalltake
the earliest oceasion of making known to
Her Majesty the distinguished services you
have rendered her cause, as witnessed not
alone by myself it person in the late ace
tion, but by the amy. [The General-in~
Chief witnessed thewhole action of Sesma
from the opposite side of the Ebro,on the
heights of Aleanadra, about half a league
distant.] I have thus addressed you and
the grenadiers of Her Majesty’s guard, in
order that your brilliaut example may infuse
the same spirit intothe wholeSpanisharmy.*
At the conclusion of this haranzue, the Gene-
ral-in-Chief retired a short distance, and
giving the word of command in person, the
whole line presented amms~-and the proud
and yellow bauners of Espana lowered,
whilst the several bands struck up the
 Tragala,> to do homage to that great na-
tion, which has ever befriended her,. %er
hours of adversity and need.  After this ae
General-inChiet ordesed “tres vivas por
los Ingleses,” cheering also, and the squad-
tetired to the linc, amidst the deafenin
“vivas? of about forty thousand of the best
troops in the peninsula. I have feltjoy!
have felt great, great emotions in my life
before ! but I had never felt as I did that

day!
i‘(eader, have you ever from joy, felt an-
nihilation elose at hand ? a choking in tho
throat, that provents respiration! Wby
reiief i3 it to jhadwenoiks! and of '“fnicar
trelanchely succeeds all this. [ lot’)ked tn.;'
my troops and I saw that most of them :
stout, rough-bearded and moustachioed fe]-
lows, that woulil have faced thar whole lin
if thev had been ordered, were Jike mysc]tq
endeavoring to hide their tricklipy faces f
Ah! the hearty if not perverted, beat h
same 1n every bosom! strike 2 hond,
; 10 every bosom! strike the same chopd
an'f[l‘ }:t \811 cchlo the same note, ’
. 1he General-in-Chief and th i
him, returned to the opposilecs':a(:}()p:i“ vtl),zh
bro.. and our division marched back o°
the Kibera to return to Pampeluna when?
on our arrival, we were reccived with all
tho kindness, we usually met with from its
:Phnbnanls. The authoritics giving ug 2
bal masque,”on_the night of our arrival
Reader, this wwas the life usually led by 1ho

16 another minute, the General-in-chicf, ac’

division of the Kiber i
Leon, or Jimmy Liop. % vndor Dan Diego



